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raffed info terrible a manner the com-
munication to Fort Duquefne (on which
we had generally four or five thoufand
troops employed) that in all probabi-
lity it muft have fallen in the year fifty
‘nine, notwithftanding all the blood
and money which was expended in the
acquifition of it, had they not been
diverted another way, by the invefti-
ture of Niagara, which was {oon fol-
lowed by the reduction of Quebec, and
confequently a general peace with the
Indians (thofe near Louifiana excepted)
enfued, for over thefe the redudion of
Canada has no influence, as their
ammunition and other neceflaries of
life are drawn from the French fettle-
ments, which are extended 1n their
vicinity from the Miflifippi. Their
fecurity from attacks, confifts in the
prodigious tradts of wildernefs betwixt

C 2 our



