PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

and perhaps I ooght nrt to say one word 1 am’
aot gorry after what hag:been. eaid outside /that
this petition has come here, .If the Petitioners
have been-:speculating- on - their  namerical
msjority in this Bouse, and think. that they have
in conxgnenc a ck#nce ot success, I.ibink they
are apefglating on what is no: likely to be real.
ized. .T'have no fear at all of the most mrict end
rigid investigatinu. " There is not a shadow of a:
toardation for the charge con aioed in- the Puti-

tion. Mnre 1 need not eay, and less I could *

scarcely bave aaid, e

Qo motion of Mr, Kaalback, Wedneeday the
17th instant at 2 P. M. was sat down as the
time for tukiog the Petition into considera‘ion.

Houge the adjourned antil 3 P, M; to-morrow,

-

‘Trusspay, Feb. 11.

The House met at 3 P. M,

The bill to vest certain public property in
the Board of Works was read a third time, and
sent to the Council. * - o .

Hon. Prov. SECRETARY laid on the table
cert:zin despatches relative to the- sale of un-
wholesome spiritnous liquors to the men of the
fleet stationed' on the British- North .. American
station. Sir A. Milne recommends the passage
of a law inflicting severe pepalties upon. those
who sell noxious and adulterated liquors to men |
of her Majesty’s navy., - | o

He also presented a document from Mr. J..
Lithgow, of this city, referring to a certain un-
settled claim connected with the Enginehouse
at Richmond. "As usual with such matters,
the papers were referred to the Railway com-’
wittee, . ) ‘

INITIATION OF MONEY VOTES,

Mr. Kirrax presented a money - petition
which he wished : referred to the Committee. of
Trade and Navigation. -He -expressed . Lis dis-
approval of the system of - iuitiation of ‘money
votes, which prevented the presentation of such
petitions to the' Hougei. - - . - .. . ..

‘Hon. Prov. SECRETARY eaid that the hon.
gentleman evidently' wished'to do away with the
system of initiation of money votes, and ‘'retuin
to the old ‘practice which had been found -to
work 80" prejudicially to the ‘public interests.
This eystem had long prevailed in the Tmperial
Parliament, and had been gradually addpted in
Canads and other.colonies.~ The object was to
throw* the Whole responsibility ‘of the public ex-
penditure upon the’ govern !
the " danger’ of extravigance with the publié
funds-that arose from the system that hiad been

in vogue for years. -: By such'means slonecould - Mr

the country have the'security that" the public
funds would be  judiciously expended and the
public credit stistdined.” Tt would be'in the re-
col’éction of ‘many " 6ld members, that,’ before
the initiation 6f ‘money ‘votes 'was éntruated ‘to
. the government, - there was no guarantee that
the expenditure would not exe&qﬁ“t'h?g.smue.,
No injury to any one'could arise: If any gentle-
man thought the government did wrong 5’ ot
acceeding to the pr&yer‘b(‘my petition, he might
beingit betore the House without diffeulty<;’
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if his claim was a just one, it would probably be *
sanctioned by & majority.. .. . .

Mr. Krrrau reiterated his opinion that the
gystem was opprsed to the public. interests.
His desire "was to see_both sides- of the House
placed in an equal position in all matters. Un-
.der the rule in practice, it was in ‘the power of
‘the Government to overlook -entirely ﬁels_’

.claims of those who were politically ‘oppos
to it, R A
Mr. ArcErBaTD said that he considered'it
absolutely necessary, in any oountry enjoying '
responsible government, that the Executive”
should have the power of initiating all' money
votes. He pointed out examples of injudicious’
expenditure before the system in question was. .
put in practice in this Province. L
Mr. Kivrax said that he was as anxious as’
any gentleman present to maintain the - public .
credit, but he did nof consider that it would be
endangered by the principle he advocated. =
Mr. Bourivor said that he had opposed the:
practice when it was first i:troduced, believing
that it gave too. great power to the Government;’
He had carefully observed its working, and was
no more convinced of its utility than he had!
been.at the ontset. He felt, as'did many other:
gentlemen, that it withdrew & great deal of ‘the*
privilege that fairly appertained'to a member of'
the Assembly. LT T s

. Hon. Mr McFaRriANE referred ‘to'the fack’
thatthe rule had worked admirably 'in New!
Brunswick, where it was most rigidly carried’
out. - o coonn
" Hon. SoL- GeNERAL 8aid that the whole dis
cussion was premature. ‘Whilst -the rule was!
in practice, the question could not be broughtt
before the House legitimately except,under;ﬂs(‘
- . .. ' DALHOUSIE COLLEGE. »

Mr. CayrcHILL presented a petition from the
inhabitans of .Windsor, relative to the il ihak
pussed last Session, for -the establishment -ofi
Dalhousie College. " = ...~ ., . %

- (The petitioners set forth that “they consider,
with regret and alarm the act in question ; thas
it can be used for secterian purposes ; that it.ig
inconsiatent with the ‘equal claics of other deno-
minations for " legislative." aid, . In -conclusion,
they pray that the act ba amended s0:aa .to -do.
1o injustice fo any - other . religions .- body, . snd
that the debt now owing the Province be' diffars
ently sppiopriated.). . - " ., o, I

-that.'the petition; was

Mr. Locke suggeited
for:money and-could not be received. .. ., takipy
- -Hon. Pro. SEcrETARY did 10t think thet the
‘hon. gentleman -was . correct. .. Under . any : cigs
camstauce it would be well to give every fecllity
to:those who wished the question ventilated. .:»

. BLANCHARD believed . that: the petition
clearly soked for-money. <. ... 0, 500
Mr. Jauss. McDoriro did not wish thers
should be shown any disposition to prevent the -
question being fully ‘invastigated, ...~ . - -4
ark o any addional dbesge mo e s 0 b0F
for:any addi rge upon:tho révepuy
but cnly-fors diffe riat “ﬁ :
]

rent-appropriation. - He
desirous of baving:the xelepm;‘m’ fally
quired:nte, v i ) ki
- The petitiol was allowed 1o Iie o the tablé foe
present. oo i v A .
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