6 DEBATES AND

PROCEEDINGS

I know it will be said that gentlemen on this
side of the bouse have been in the habit of
taking credit to themselves when the country
has been in a prosperous condition under their
mansgement; buat wiil answer, circum-
stauces alter cases, and the circumstances un-
der which we claimed credit were very differ-
ent from 1hose existing now. At that time a
large part of our imports came from the Unit-
ed States, and facilities for smuggling existed
to an extent infinitely beyond what they do
now; but ar present the entire current is re-
versed, and instead of requirng the vigilance
which once wis necessary, our revenue
is collected with eass at thgse seaports
which have iutercourse with Great Bri-
tain, and we fairly at that time claimed
what we had a right to claim, because
on the vigilance which was exercised depended
the resources wa commanded. I say, therefore,
as to the first part of the honorable mewber’s
speech, that he has been using two arguments
doubled into one ; and, that as far as our pres-
ent position is concerned, there are circum-
stauces connected with our trade which enable
us not only to collect duties on imports for
home consumption, hut duties on articles in-
tended for consumption in the United States,
and that under such circumstances our trade
cannot hut increase and prosper.

Bust the honorable gentleman has referred to
the increase of our coal trade, and I would
agaiu, in reference to that department, ask
him to puat his finger upon any thing
that has been done to incrsase that trade
Does the government work a mine, by the pro-
coeds of which they have swoilen the receip s?
1 believe they have ove mine which they make
an extensive source of profit to themselves,
and that is the 'Treasury which they control.
butlam not aware of any othermineainto which
they delve deep to extort the precious netal,
although the hon, member may be able to point
one out tous. 1 find that in 1860 the eniire
export of coal was but 130 000 chalidrons, while
in 1865 it amounred to 430,000 chaldrons, so
that in a part of five years the en)rwouns
export of coal, swelling as it does the to-
tal of our exporis, has risen to three
times what it wasfive yearsagn. Butsuppose
it just possitle, that in on< of the inscrutable
dispensationsof Providence by which #e some-
times inflicts an unworthy Gove nmens upon
a Province, an adwinistration even worse
than that at present existing were to comn in-
to power, and the Reciprocity Treaty were to
continue, does e mean to tell us that any go-
vernment, however bad, could preventour
coal mines in the various parta of the country
from yie:din their supply? Does he mean to
insult the mtclligence of the House, and
the intelligencs of the freeholders whom he
represents, 1.y telling us that the goverment
have anything to do with the fucrease in our
cral exports? Not content with that, the hon.
gentleman has gove into the Crown tnmd De-
part uent; but [ ask lrim again to point me out
a line, nay, half a line, a word, a syllable, or a
letter that has been changed by the govern-
ment which lie adores? and yet he would
g0 down on bis knees and say to these Baals,
“It is to you that we are indebted for
all this” ‘But he must even go fuarther
and refer ns to the Railway Department, al-
though I should have suppoted that if there

was anything he would have avoided it wounld
Lave been getting off the track upon the rail-
way. Now, I can tell him, bad as he thinks
the late government were, they can take credit
for far more than has been done by ths pre-
sent; for in 1850 the railway department, in-
stead of payinz its working exnenses, lett a
1o:3 of over £2009, which ha:d to be taken ont
of the public treasury, besiles the entire inte-
rest of the monay expended on the road; and
when we came intd power in 1860, at the end
of tho very first year of our administration, so

. far from there being a balance against us, we

had £35067 to the good.

Dr. HAMILTON.— Should that go to the
credit of the Goverument?

MR. ArRCHIBALD —Certainly, for that was
reveuue which the Government could control;
they don’t work the mines; nor take out grants
of Crown Lands, but when that department i3
eronomically or profusely managed there is
all the difference in the world, so that the hon-
oratble gentleman’s ioterruption only emabies
me to give him a more ewpbatic reply. Now
then the only department thai the present
Government could do harm to they did
injure, for while there was that balanes
to ths good (amounting in the year
on which we wout out of office to £9,203,
and shewing that though we tock charge or
affairs with an annual loss to be mes, we con-
verted that Josg into a profit), the very first
year these gentlemen held the reins of author-
ity that balance was reduced to £3427. That
the receipts have increased fromn year to year
is due, not to the Government,but to the great,
increare and growth of the various interests of
the country and of the trade n{mn which this
reveuue depeads. I have asked for lines and
for syliables, and T will ask now have the Go-
vernment alterel the fares? Have they
done any thing to account for the iu-
crease, exceptivg only the additional work
on the line which of itself has largely in-
creased the traffic? As far as the construc-
tion of the Pictou line is concerned, I have
given the government all the aid iu my power,
bat is it to bs sipposed thatthe expenditure ot
half a million of money, a large portion of
which necessitates traffic, should not add to the
Railway Revenue? Thevefore while these facts
are considered, alarge allowance must be made
for the demaund which construction makes upon
the energies of a country, and anybody who
has seen, as I bave bad opvortunity of sceing,
the large amount of traffic which that con-
struetion occasions will be able to understand
this circnumstauce,

HMaving made these rewmarks in a very hur-
ried manner, T will apologize for having called
attention to matters which have been discussed
before, but I think the house will feel that if [
have feit it oy duty to do o, it was not be-
cause I had no provoecation, and if the hon.
member for Kings had followed the cue given
to him by.the government, I would have been
entirely wrong in making these observations;
but I think no one would have asked ms to
sit silent after hearing a governmen: of which
I had been a member assailed, and after hear-
ing the present prosperity of the cruntry
ascribed  to the supsrior . ekill of our
successors.  Of that prosperity I think I may
say that, gentlemen on this side of the House
are a8 prond as geuntlemen opposite, and will



