
DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

I know it will be said that gentlemen on this
side of the bouse bave been in the habit of
taking credit to themselves when the country
bas been ii a prosperous condition undertheir
managemiîeînt; but I will answer, circum-
stauces alter ctaes, and the circumstances un-
der which we claimed credit were very differ-
euit froi 1hiose -existing now. At that ti-ie a
large part of our imîports came fron the Unit-
ed States, and facilities for smuggling existedi
to an extent infinitely beyond, what they do
now; but at present the entire current is re-
versed, and irrstead of requir ig the vigilance
which once was necessary, our revenue
is collected with ease at tbhse seaports
which have intercourse with Great Bri-
tain, and we fairly at that time claimed
what we had a righlit to claim, because
on the vigilance which was exercised depended
the resources we commanded. I say, therefore,
as to the iirst part of the honorable member's
apeech, that he lias been using two arguments
doubled into one; and, that as far as our pres-
ent position is corcerned, there are circum-
stances connected with our trade wbich enable
us not only to collect duties on inports for
home consumption, but uInties on articles in-
tended for corsumption in the United States,
and that uider such cireumstances our trade
cannot but increase and prospîr.

But the honorable gentleman has referred to
the increase of our coal trade, and I wouli
again, in reference to that department, ask
hlm to put his finger upon any thing
thrat bas been done to inersase that trade
Does the government work a mine, by the pro-
c-eeds of wlich they have swoilen the receip s?
I believe they have one mine which tley make
an extensive source of profit to therselves,
and that i-i the Treasury which fley control.
butI am not aware of any other-mine into whiý h
they delve deep to extort the precious netal,
although the lien. membermay ho able to point
one out to us. I find that in 1860 the entire
export of coal was but 130 000 chaldrons, w bile
in 1865 it amounted to 430,000 chalidronrs, so
that in a part of five years the enormous
export of coal, swelling as it does the to-
tal of our exporis, bas risen to three
tinmes what it was five years ago. But suppose
itjust possiý le. that in on- of the inscrutable
dispensai ion. of Providence hy whichl ' e soue-
times rifiicîs an unworthy Govennienr, upoin
a Province, an aduinistration even worse
than that at present existing vere to come in-
to power, and the Reiprocity Treaty were to
continue, doe- hie mean to tell us that any gr-
vernment, bowever bad, could pirevent our
coal mines in the various parts of the country
from ilding their supply? Doeshe mean Io
insuit the intelligence of the louse, and
the intelligeice of the freeholders wbom he
represents, 1y telling us that the goverment
have anything to dlo with the increase in our
c >al exports? N ot content vith that the lion.
gentlemran lias gorne into the Crown Laud De-
pait uent; but I ask rim again to point me out
a litre, nay, half a line, a word, a syllable, or a
letter that has been changed by the govern-
ment whici Ie adores? and yet Ire would
go down ou iis knees and say to these Baals,
"6 M la to von that wçe are Indebted for
all this." But ie must even go further
and refer us to the Railway Departmî-nt, al-
though I should have supposed that if there

was anything he would bave avoided it would
have been getting off the track upon the rail-
way. Now, I can tell him, bad as lie tiinks
the late government were, they can take credit
for far more than bas been done by the pre-
sent; for in 1859 the railway deparrtment, in-
stead of payin its working exienses, leit at
lo-s of over £2099, which liad to lie takenl ont
of thée public treasury, besiles the entire inte-
rest of the mon-y expended on t0e road ; and
when we cane inth power in 1860, at the end
of the very first year of our administration, so
far froi there being a balance against us, we
had £5067 to the good.

Drt. HAMILTox.- Shonid that go to the
credit of die Goverumeut?

Mit. ArcIiIBALnl -Certainly, for that was a
revenue which the Governmeit coull control;
they don't work the mines; nor takze out grants
of Crowrn Lands, but wben that departmentu -4
e'onomically or profusely managed there is
ali the differenice in the worid, so thar the Ihon-
orabfle gentleman's interruiption onily eirales
me to give him a more empîhbatic reply. Now
then the only departreut thrat rtho present
Grovernment could do harm to they did
injure, for while there was that balanice
to the good (anounrting in the year
on which we went out of offie to £9,295,
and siewiig tlat though we took rcharge of
affairs with an a.ninual loss to he met, we con-
verted that loss into a prolit), the very first
year these gentlemn held the reins of author-
ity that balaine was reducei to £5427. That
the receipts have increasel from year to year
is due, not to the Government, but to the groat
increate and growth of the various interests of
the country and of the trade upon which this
revenue depcads. I have asked for lines and
for syllables, and I will ask now have the Go-
vernmneit altere.1 the fares? Have they
done any thing to account for the i4i-
crease, excepting only the athlitional work
on the line whsich of itaelf bas largely in-
creaseil the traffic? As far as the construc-
tion of the Pictou line is conicernel, I have
given the goverinment all the aid in my power,
but is it to be silpuosed that the expenditure of
half a million of money, a large portion of
which nresitates trifflie, should riot iîdd to the
Railwa.y Rtevenue.? Therefore while these facts
are considered, a large allowance must be made
for the denand wbicb construction makes uponr
the energies of a country, and anybody why
bas seen, as I bave batl opiiortunity of seeing,
the large amiount of traffic which that con-
structionr occasions will be able to uiderstand
this circnmstanîce. *

'-aviqn made these remarks in a very hur-
ried manner, I will apologize for having called
1ttention to matters which have been iliscussed
before, but I think the bouse will eel that if [
have felt it mry duty toI do so, it was not be-
cause I liad no provoc uio, anrd if the hon.
member for Kings ihad followed tie eue given
to him by.the goverrrnent, I would have beeni
entirely wrong in making these observations;
but I think no one would have asked tie txr
sit sile-nt ifter hearing a governmenw of which
I bail been a membRer assailed, and after ber-
ing the prestnt prosperity of the caurutry
ascribed to the superior skill of our
successors. Of that prosperity I think I mnay
say that, gentlemen on this side of the House
are as proud as gentlemen opposite, and will


