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Jilz, President, and Gentlemen of His Majesty’s Council :
Lir, Speaker, end Gentlemon of the ouse of Assembly :

U7TVRE zdvices which have fately reached us fromr England, are of a moft painful oatare

[L - The lamented indifpofition of our Venerable King, remains unchanged; ood it is
<7ith infinite regret, 1 have to announce the Death of Her Majefty the Queen.

ﬁZ-Icg-\Majcﬁy died.on the feventeenth day-of November, zfter. & tedicus ilinefs, yhich
fhe bore ith the moft pious fortitude and, refignation. &

- In this ‘National Calamity, the general feeling of forrow has been foftened by the fsnooa
approach of the event ; and by.-the plealing rpfle@ion, that it is .not until after a very loag
reign of fifty-feven years, and when verging upon the utmoft limit-of life, that Her Majefly
has clofed Her eartbly career, amidft the tears of.Her children, “and -the blefiegs of Her
people. .

Your firm and affe@tionate attachment to the Tuftrious Family onthe Throne; <ilf, Tam
confident, join with me in prefenting our deep and fincere condolence to His Royal High-
n=fs the Prince Regent, and the Royal Family, . on this-forrewful occafion ; espreffing our
joft feafeof the exalted virtues which have ‘diftinguithed -Her late Majefly chrongh life,
apd.ohich hage left her memory to grace the page.of Riftory, .asa model of pre-ecainent
escellznce. :

The General Aflembly of this Province, perbaps, never met-under circumflances chat of-
farded miore folid grounds of congratulation on the flate of the Country, than it doss pow,
The difirefs that prevailed two years ago, is no Jonger fele 2ny where 5 fucceeding yezrs of
gbandant crops, have, under ‘the bleflisg of Providence, difpelled the clouds that bung cver
us, 2nd I have had thefatisfa@ion to obferve increafing pofperity in all -paris of the Pro-
vince. In thefe twvo years, our agriculture has been cheered up, our: Fitheries. hove .been
fuccefsful, and our Commerce is reviving under-the influence of an Order of the Prince
Pegeat in Council, by which the Port of Halifax has been declared, to a2 certain extens,.a
Pree Port.

A Copy of the Grder of His Royal:Highnefs ‘fhall be- laid before you 5 and" - connot
doakbt, but that this meafure, which promifes great advantages; will be received 2s 3. freh
inflance of the watchful proteition of His Majefty’s Government over the intesefs of this
Proviace. '
© - In committing to yousthe general difcuffion of Public Affiirs, therezre fome points
hich call for my fpecial recommendation to your attention : -thefe I fhall merely name a¢
prefent, and explain wyfelf more.fully upon them in the progrefs of the Seflioa,

The fyftem now adopted for the improveinent of the Roads throughout tke Proviace,
appgars to me to require material alteration. :

" The ‘Militia Laws allo, I have found, in fome poiats, ill &ited. 2o -ouc circamBances :
ohat 1 would-fuggelt on that head, hasin.view to reduce the numbers, and 2o male that .
frzafler number more efficiens. , A
"~ fhall call your attention to2 meafure tending to animate the general foisit of improve-

ment in Agriculture ; and I will fubmit to youthe planof an Inflitution in Halifs, in which .

.ghe advantages of a Collegiate Education will bo found vithin the seach of a8 ¢!2z5 of So-
¢iety : and_ chich will be open to all fets of religious perfuafion. :

" The cizcumRance of meeting you for the firft timein this place, leads =22 to cengratulate
sou on notz occgpying this Iplendid Building—ere(ted for. the reception ef thz Legiffature,
¢he Courts of Juftice, and all the Public Offices. It ftands, and will ﬁanéf‘ﬁ'u, 372, (o the
Bateft pofterity, 2 proud record of tae Public Spirit, at this period of ous &;&:E:‘.'cgy : And cs
7 do confider this magnificent work equally honorable and ufeful to the Previnee, 1 Rt vioaly
meed it to your continued protetion.

I, Speaker, and Geatlemen of the House of Assexbly :

1 have ordered the Public Accounts to be laid before you : Itrufk yen i) God czufe to
approve tbem. ’ - - . 3 . Vi -
" You will obferve that-thereisa confiderable diminution ia the receizs of ¢he Revenve



