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Direct Legislation
By John Kennedy

EDITOR’S NOTE. We ere receiving continually letters from our readers asking that we give them information on tke subject 
of Direct legislation and the benefits it will give to western farmers when it becomes law Many of our readers have asked 
for copies of The Guide containing the address on Direct legislation delivered by John Kennedy before the Brandon 
Convention last December Mr Kennedy has given a great deal of study to the subject and his address was full of most 
valuable information. Wt feel therefore that we cannot do better at the present time than to repnnt the address here. Our 
readers will see by a study of this address, that Direct Legislation will give the people the complete control of their 
representatives in the various legislatures and will make our governments in reality governments "of the people, for 
the people, and by the people **

What sf «sal it M a body of legisla 
lore Vtond I Hr rrark of l Hr $.uM»r for 
four or fit* irem.Hel s body ol IcgidaVir* 
tsbjrd el efl lino la Ikr people* direr 
lio«e sad control
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mack Maws iniquitous

Hy tke people 
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of Ike law In Ikr public el tV poll*
la Swilarrtead. Direct Irfi4«li»ri He* 

drfrelrd tke amwpilitt». abulisbed I Hr 
lobby, destroy rd political mrraplioa. 
undermines! pertisan*hip. and established 

•op»trlioael representation. progressive 
satina. Home ralr ia local government, 

and public ownership end roalrtd d 
railrnede. telegraph*. IrlrpHnere and ri­
per* service.

ft is tbe line «if leeat resistance in reform
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Mow important it ia I bet progress 
•H«i«ld real wilHJp people, free of Hin- 
dre wee fntm IV^«Irrs. ia clearly brought 
••wt in I Hie If >>a|» from I Hr great 
historien. Becklr -

“No great political movement, no 
great ref«irm.eitHrr legislative or executive 
has erer hern originatrdpn any country 
by its rulers The first suggesters of 
•ucH steps Have invariably been Irold and 
able thinkers, who diarrrn the abuse 
and denounce it. and ptiiut oat How it ia 
U He reawdied. Rat loag after this ia 
4of. even the roost enlightened govern­
ments continue to uphold the nhuee end 
reject the remedy."

Legislative bribery derives its poster 
from the toncentration of temptation 
resulting from the power 14 n few legisla­
tors to take final action

" BcibedTiy the rick to rob the poor." 
said the Hon. MacVewgh The p«,or 
thieves in legislature and council bought by 
the rich thirsts in the corporations, to 
give away the property of a million fenpjr 
that ha* been entrusted intheir rare

Elect Good Men
It is said that the true remedy of these 

evils is to elect good men to office. The 
advocates of this happy and original idea 
•ill have every thing their own way when 
they show us two things: —First, how to 
insure the election m good men end. 
•croud, bow to keep them good after they 
•dected. It is useless to expert re­
presentatives to he very much better 
than the people they represent. It is 
•* much as we can reasonably look for 
if they are no worse A system of gov­
ernment whose satisfactory operation 
requires the continual election of arch­
angels to office is not a practical work-

it u impossible to tall 
or hew merh i* mud

’vuint James Bradley, of New Jersey, 
•ays "The present mode of legislation 
•a behind the age I hate becs.ma a ssw 
rare convert to the Referendum TV 
mam of belle presented was something to 
startle one TV pro sesame «f one hill 
lapped on another, and I believe many 
an indolent lawyer found it ensier to 
frame a bill covering just what points 
he needed i w *ome rases V had in hand, 
than to eirerrise hie brnin in looking wp 
the immense number of laws we have on 
every subject on oaf statute hooks 
The It*:senes* of legislation *ho«ld grieve 
every good rititen of the State, and I hope 
tV «lay is not far distant when tV people 
will turn to the Referendum and paw 
Inns more general In their character and 
less of them "

Tke Win ef tke People
TV Referendum will aid tke enforce­

ment of tke lew. for the people will grow 
up with H It will be law becapse tV 
people want it. and tVy will stand behind 
it. and *ee that it is carried into «Pert 
Nothing ia of more importa nee to the 
nation, than the deep reverence for law. 
but reverence dies when legislation is 
dragged into tV mire. and. more so. 
when tV people regard the law-making 
bodies srith dread and disgust. Why 
is it that we revere our ron«titutions so 
deeply? It is because they arc the work 
of the people nod not a hand ef pnBtiién— 
whose motives are open to question The 
Referendum will place the whole law in 
new confidence, endow it srith the strength 
of public opinion and give it new force 
for the maintenance of order and the 
accomplishment of progress

When the people really make the laws, 
they will arrange things for their interests 
TVy will banish unnecessary office* 
reduce the salary of lofty officials, abolish 
jobbery and extravagance, get rid of the

forfeited franchise and take central 
of mi*behavieg m«anpnlics Fcweomy.
j«*tfer and parity wth gw head In hand 
Ring rule and rla*legislation will die 
and politicians will Une their power 
Hera war they raw an longer • ••mmaad 
rewards for their sapperteea. an lake, 
no fat contracts, go rich franchises 
TV cost of taking Ike Referendum vote 
will He very slight. ant even as mrok as 
the saving on meay a siagle contract 
not half of the seeing on the one item of 
printing the laws.nut • tenth ef the value 
of many a frarhise it will keep fmm being 
•twiea

Una ef Frags*
If the me* of the people were really 

represented, the tide of affairs would he 
turned fmm the progressive congest mo of 
the wealth, towards tV progressive 
diffusion of IV wealth

Not tV producing classes alone, hat 
every other class in tV community will 
be lienefitted by tV Referendum It 
must V dear by this time tVt -nil who 
wish justice or good government will be 
benefitted by Direct Legislation, and K is 
equally true tVt even tV homes and 
tricksters will receive a priceless boon 
by tV removal of tV temptntftans tVt 
help to make tVm evil men. and tV 
establishment of conditions tending In 
lift them to a nobler plane of life.

I'mler tke Referemfum. those who de­
sire political power muet be true-hearted 
orators and public-spirited phibwopbere.

being ercompliehed wire-

cook and she makes a

get rid ef IV roomily reeks Ifffyeer 
tailor makes a sait «d dot Vs thatwleae 
not fit. yen do net Vve In wear.it.** 
net tV tailor, either, «aléas V maVs 
H IV oar yen neat it Rat. wRk tV 
oinking ef lew yew do not eskilot an 
merh sea*, yea Vve Seed tkiafi an 
tVt yea are obliged In wear tV misfit 
and pay tV tailor jest tV ma* as V 
it were a fit

n.I- «■ —■■—*._*scisio iw r» viusnsss

iw*tead of

If you have a cook and she m 
broth tVt vow do not like, you w ^ 
havg to sers flow it. end you may ddrharge 
tV cook if sV won’t make things right. 
Sut legislation soups you have to take, 
no matter how uapteasaat. and you are 
compelled to wait four or five years to

system
To have a really stable fabrif »*f gov­

ernment we must base it upon enlightened 
self-interest

The Referendum will simplify as well, 
a* purify. It is much e*sirt to vote 
upon measures than men. A man is a 
cyclopedia of measures bound in mystery. 
even his chararter is a puzzle for the main 
busineos of opposing politician# is to fling 
mud at each others candidates until

Prof Loeie Waerin. of tV toi verset» 
of tsaneva. surs -"In (V middle ef this 
cent ary t V aristocrates regime in Hwitase- 
laad was succeeded ky that of re pee mate 
tire hawmy. TV pam rupeeaneVtiva 
system however, was not «leetined ta 
leaf long TV people anon became aware 
tVt in IV latter regime tV rweatry was
w *e» i nsm wy pwniiw wweassaa pr„oe
to —mi— Ito PMnl md to party ar 
ymmaal .ad aw IniSl
•boat Ito d-.^-pawl ml dlrwl éam* 
nary Tto..,i-.'~f t—isMil.ttoa. 
Dm Idmaha sad Ito nitl d >■>«!■> 
IsiUeti—. to -hk* id Isto to. to— sddad. 
is t issaary es—pl—at. praps—isaai 
r.pw—Ulto"

llr. A A S—am. ——kiss d -tot tto 
tow tor, d—s ask *r—« I—idslU. 
•ayt 'Tto/ tons Idatsd ■saspsSss, 
is/nnd ito ewihed ef Usetlee. rsdsssd 
Ito rsto. ...«d-d eeltoeel aaedel. fr— 
ibs —t nf -lire—ess—. Ito, to— 
bsstosd-H Ito petilr d-iasin. I nr Ito 
toesSt of Itok ns ritis—«Ai, Ito, to—
tlssl,fi*si! —llito a. l|i ii a nil -.I . t.lisL,^ OfVlfUJ• **sn-■ n'l —UMNW—I
a govern man! <d tV people they Vve
nuieted disturbing political elements, 
dtmrmed tV \ ilitiikli. enthroned tV 
people, ky vats af tV people tVy Vve 
assumed authority over railroads. «pram 
companies, telegraphs ead telephones, 
reducing freight rates, eiprem chargee 
and Mi. by SoTr for like services under 
private control "

Fewfée s Rain Needed
TV Inal and fumiameatal argument

for Direct Legislation. is tVt it is naoa* 
ary to true self government It. and it 
only, ran and will establish public owner­
ship of tV government It is tV only 
way to prove and overcome misrepresenta­
tion with due precision and promptae* 
It is t V only practicable means of deetmgr. 
tag the great Lawmaking Monopoly 
• hirk holds no In iti grip today, and which 
is not only a terrible evil in itself, bat tV 
prolific parent and protector of other 
monopolies and oppression* If tV con­
trol of affairs is put in tV hands of • few 
men for lifn without responsibility to the 
rontrfJbd. everybody recognia* tV fart 
tVt tV government ia aa aristocracy 
If tV control ia put in tV hands of a 
few men for two or three years without 
responsibility to tV controlled daring 
tVt time, there is an aristocracy just 
aa much aa before.

To Vve a government by tV people. 
tV legislative agents muât V subject


