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NEWS OF INDUSTRIAL CO-OPERATION

BY HAZEL
¢ American B
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There s ' ent i ny iry 1 et
at ot ! t wit} eat i ! i r the
tature to those wh sith is In the i ple
whosé TFeligior the re lor de : y. than the
p perative u ement ng our We n farme those
great, hearty, wi e ed men whe are the hief ct
a the | ] : L} the P+« ¢ bread t w "
t'w the a it Ps the w \
% « en., these aptain ndustry e e r
every day XD that it ¢ "
stre 1 that niy { ; ! wit} eact L
8 0D ! ¢ nd 13 r thi« ¢ ent v
y I
ndit ns wi 4 are the right i every n ¥ i :
ene " g pe entagre come Northe - pe
Norway nd Sweder froz Denmark nd H vd
und { ny 1 they bring with them the exper
ence gained frox ¥ f « pe tive « nization |
the “ { ntry nd the reat hope { fAnding r
Ame the re zgation of their ideals ol cracy
American farmers while they have not bad the
ywetual experience { their 1| ign-born neighbors, have
had ver florty years of education along co-operative
nes he Patr s of Husbandry, which twenty-five years
s20 had morse 1.500.000 members, the Grange which
ater merged itsell with the Patrons, the Farmers' Alli
ance which exerted such a powerful influence on behall of
better legisiation for the farmers and cleaner politics

have done and prepared the

:

powerful fs wrganizations which are

nt existence in all the Western states. but 1 re esped

ally in the great grain-producing states of lowa, 1

Nebrask Minnesota and the Dakotas

west the Mississippi there are orgenizations o

ers’ societies. such as elevat nd shippir companies
creameries ete but in each of the abrve-mentioned
states these societies have united in the formation of a

central state organization which
the industrial life f the state, and in many
able to

netances is

materially outlook in the

nterests of better government

Illinois was the first of the states to form a central
due to the activity of

The
Mason County
the

lly the Line

rganization and it was irgely f
Mason County that this was done
ittle
the fir

organization in

the farmers «

farmers of the town of Manito, in

were among t of the state to realize need of

order to combat succes

Elevator Cq mpanies,

the trust
discriminated in favor of by

nterests. who. of course

were the railroad whenever

possible. The farmers of Illinois had seen little individual

swent f

ont of, exigtenrqg hy

hterests gsome of these

companias thg gowgerfnl trust

men had been forced to the wall

themselves by methods every whit as underhanded and

cruel as those of the Standard 0Oil, that

ige precepiress

whose teachings have crept into all cornere of the world
and promoted our whole system of comme:cial dishonesty,
and they have been forced to the acknowledgement that
salvation lay in organization. Consequently in February,

1896, the farmers of

Manito organiz Granger

vator Con pany

Petiticns were started for the organiza
tion of a company with $3,000 capital hares being $25
ten share the limit t one pe By the end f Marc
the t O w gold and in NovemHer that ve: +1
cor pany started in active bu ness This new cor pany
did not meet the opposition which the later organization
encountered, the ne companies believing. no doubt, that
its life would be short, did not econsider it formidable
ehough to fight Sti they had their troubles In the
first place -the railroads refused their application for a
Site, so they were forced to purchase one, and after
Feferring the matter to the railroad 'Tv\?? warehouse com

i - i S =
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re {( nd Indust R

) Hese

wit v " ed y the payment of 7

! e wos 1 v : nd the 1| Elevator
« | ] noe n price hoping thereby to force
the . the cw I but by the end of three
ot} r ot es were od ted and in £ months sat

1 y f ht 1 w . '

. ! ny came into exi

tet t ! y ’ cCompany was
s M . N 1 W e f 1) inrgest

' lert so 1
| ¢ 1 ‘ [ elevators

f 1 ! N2 tl were thirty o
. bation  Abomt 4§ time the Line Elevato
{ par } n t re e the mmense possibilities iIn
! ! they astituted 5 boycott
R ¢t \ « the re A de or canvassed
the ' ! ' t! n mes 11 g bidders
1 ! pe 1 e K n companies
nd d t re ! enrry ) b ness with
ece v handled ¢ tive | nes Thosgh the
boy 1t w 1 ‘ L ¢ ed the farmers a great
de ! i the companies were compietely
hut ' the rket nd the had their markets
80 restricted that they were nable ¢ hold their own
nat th . ot

It was duri t trying time, when unswerving  loy
alty to their cause wins the [armers’ only hope, that the
] p nited nder the ne of the Farmers' Grain
Deale A\ tior of i Their first president
was John Colling of Tuscola : John A. McCreery of Mason
City w e'ected secretary nd stil that pesition

M MeCreery n of the guiding spirits of the state
rganization and has teen manager of the Mason City
Ele 1 A mpany ever gince its formation
The tate Association proven a powerful force
for honorable business and ran politics in Illino's, and
because of its influence has been able to promote and
foster farmers’ organizations, not only in Illinois, where
there re t present over 160 companies, but also In
other state The membership of these companies runs
from 40 t over 400 the capital stock from $3.500 to
$35.000 dome of these have extended their business to
lumber, farm implements, etc a few companies now have

wnd several require two elevators
their

two or more stations

the grain of stockholders New companies

: . .
are constantly being formed, and the old ones are finding

it necessary to enlarge the'r plants in order to handle the
grain brought to ther
The Farmers' Elevator t Iliopolis, Illinois, is a
fair example of the movement in the state
The company W ' the twelfth of January
of $10.000 divided into shares
ne allowed to own more than
x moderr up to date elevator
with a cat ty 50.000 bushel wa® completed about
the first f August and the grain came in so rapidly
that everythir was filled before the railroad had the
switeh « pleted. The plant } been enlarged and im
pr ed by considerable extent a 25,000 bushel oat bin,
costng $1.200, has been built, an ear corn-crib and also
another elevator section ig to be added in the near future
During the last year 284,186 bushels of grain were shipped,
d sever t! nd were turned away for lack of room

stockholders, either actively
It has paid two six
enlarging
the past year In addition to the grain,
This
is duplicated in near'y al of the ele-
their

The company consists of 1

ged or connected with farming

dividends and spent about $£3,000 in

the plant n

they handled 12,000 pounds of twine and some coal

measure of success

vators of that state. In Champlin, for instance,




