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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE Founded 1866

for practice. The fact that in agriculture con- Education is needed byihesrtft individual to Conditions of rural life should be made so 
ditions are so incomprehensibly diverse, and vary develop his power of service as a citizen, as one attractive that the boys will be impelled to work 
moreover with almost every season, makes the of the community, for no man liveth unto himself, hard for sheer love of doing things; for the delight 
science of agriculture exceedingly complex and the * * * that comes through the labor that increases
formulation of agricultural principles extremely The school has been so busy imparting know- mastery for service, 
difficult. No farmer can ever succeed who literally ledge that it has had little time or place or power * * *
works by rule or rote. There is increasing demand to train ability for the affairs of common, every- If the study of Greek, Greek History or Greek 
for the play of individual judgment. This is not day life. Civilization usurp the study of the conditions
an unmixed evil. It has made farmers a practical * * * of Prince Edward Island, and of subjects for
and capable class of people, but, on the other The perennial disputes regarding Latin pro- the development and uplift of its people, then, 
hand, it has tended in some cases to discourage nunciation in different schools might be ended “Let the dead past bury its dead.” 
the application of scientific principles, and has by substituting standardized phonographs for * * *
induced a too common contempt for “book the living teachers. The Scripture has warned men against laying
learning.” * * * up treasures on earth where moth and rust

Science has done much for farming, and is doing If the people will starve the schools, the corrupt. Let your treasure Jbe laid up in the 
more. Two factors contribute to make science schools may retaliate by letting the people hearts, hands and heads .bf your children, for of 
increasingly useful in agriculture. First, agricul- starve, mentally, then morally, and in a measure such is the Kingdom-of Heaven, 
tural science is being taken up, investigated and materially also. * * *
preached by a more practical class of men year by * * * The kind of school I would like to see for
year, men who study in the field as well as the I have seen teachers so intent upon having the rural life is one that spells ability, intelligence 
laboratory, and who are acquainted with actual children pass examinations on formal subjects and good-will—for body, power and skill ; for 
farm conditions; men who are not merely chem- that they did not know anything of the locality the mind, grasp of truth and insight; and for the 
ists and biologists and physicists, but farmers as or the people in it. spirit, “Peace on earth, good-will to men.”
well, or sons of farmers, at least. The theories * * * * * *
that agricultural science offers the farmers are The attitude of the taxpayers of Canada to The individual who, having no children, con- 
becoming more helpful every year. What was teachers makes one wonder whether they count tends that he has no right to pay taxes to edu- 
incomplete is amplified; what was abstruce, simpli- the latter’s services really vital to the well- cate other people’s children, should take him-
fied and made plainer; what was untrue, retracted, being of the nation. self and his belongings where there are no chil-
and what was absurd, reconciled with common * * * dren and then see what his money and his land
sense. The second reason why science is able to Everybody has his own problem in life, and are worth to him.
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