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THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY'S
ANNUAL MEETING.
(Continued from last Wesleyan)

Rey John McDougall was the next
speaker called. He said : While Bro.
Dove has told you he bas come from

the shores of Newfoundland and is cool- |

ed by the stormy breezes of the Atlan-
tic, | come from the high lands of the
western part of the continent, where ve
are blessed with the balmy breezes of
the Pacific. I am gratefu{ that I bave
been preceded by so many speakers.
You have been talked to in such a strain
that the spirit of the meeting is one in

tensely missionary. I come to you a
Missionary ; I cowe to you as one who
would be a traitor to the example of
those whom hLe loved best and most
highly esteemed in this life, if I were
not missionary in heart and missionary
in spirit. I want to ask your indul-
gence while I talk to you in my own
way, of the missionary work of the
North-west—tbat land which we have
ouly recently learned so much about.
Only five years ago, in one ot the public
buildings™ of the capital of the Do-
minion, one of our cabinet ministers, a
man who, it is presnmed, ought to have
known something of the geography and
natural resources of this country which
he, in common with his colleagues, was
called upon to legislate for, made the
statement that the whole North-west
was but one big white elephant. Iam
glad to say to-night that I have lived
to see the day when these words should
be recalled. I believe that the man
who uttered those words would now take
them back. Many thousand people
from the older provinces bave gone out
to the North.west, and they have en-
dorsed, heartily endorsed, opinions of
my own, given years ago,when very little
was konown of our western country—
that fv is a goodly land, bringing to
this Dominion a rich heritage, and all
that we have to do as a people and asa
Churehb, is to go up and possess it in
the name of the Lord Gnd. Iaman
Indian missionary, and my talk to-
night will be principally in connection
with our work in the North-west. I
I want to tell you what you know little
about ; that is as to our influence in es-
tablishing law, order and peace 1n that
immense territory. Some nine yegrs
ago the whole land was afflicted by the
terrible scourge of small-pox, and the
dead and dying were to be found every-
where—at the mission stations, at the
Hudson Bay posts, out on the plains,
and 1n the Indian camps. As the trav-
eller approached an Indian village he
would find the dead and the dying lyin z

inside and outside of the huts, and the
wild beasts praying upon the bodies.

While this was the condition of affairs,
from the boundary line up to Atbabaska
Lake on the north and one-half of the

population were taken, the buffalo dis-

appeared from the northern plains and
went south. Not only were the Indi-
ans suffering from the scourge of dis-

ease, but the source from which they

decived their food was taken from them.

At this period they began to think that
there were reasons for this calamity

coming upon them Not having the

light, that it was the Lord who

rules tbem, they look around with-

in the range of their own vision, and

they were led by men who were dis-

loval to the British throne, to believe

that the whites were the origin of

the scourge. The Indians then be-

gan to think that the sooner they got

rid of the white men the better ; the

sooner they got into the Hudson’s Bay |
forts and the settlements and swept |
them off the face of the earth, the bet- |
ter. They talked the matter over

around therr counc:l fires, and by-and |
bye they arranged that away out at End |
Hills they should concentrate, and as |
soon as they could obtain provisions |
enough to organize they would carry
Into execution their desire for vengeance. |
While this was taking place on the
Saskatchewan River, the traders at the
Hudson Bay posts were wondering why |
it was that the Indians kept aloof on
the plains. By-and-bye the hunters
bevan to come in from different points
with rumors that the Indians were con-
contrating for some purpose, and that
purpose not a good one. We had our
hands full at home. The disease was
all around us. Our people were dying
and our families suffering, so that there
was plenty to do. By-aund-bye the ru-
mors were confirmed that the Indians
were concentrating at the End Hills,
and the President of the Hudson’s Bay
Company came round to my father’s
house to consult him. Presently I was

|

sent for, and, said my father, *“ Word
bas come in that the Indians are
gathering at the End Hills and Mr.
Simpson wants me to confer with them,
He askes if be will send men out with
| you, will you go and see the Indians ?”
| Thrs was about noon. I got ready at
| once, started with twelve men - well
equipped, and on Saturday night near-
ed the Indian encampment. When I
heared the dogs bark and the noise of
the camp I said to my men, * Stop be-
bind and let me go on alone.” It was
& dangerous time to go among them, but
we put our trust in Providence. Pre-
sently I saw some one coming out of
the camp, and the news flew round
that the young preacher had come. In-
stead of meeting with violence or any-
thing like it they.shook hands all round
and said of all ‘men in the west they
were glad to see me because they knew
I came as the harbinger of good news
and peace. One of the head wen said,
' We bhave been thinking that the white
men are our enemies ; that the Hudson’s
Bay Company people have forgotten us;
that they will no longer be our frienas;
that the missionaries are turned against
us also, and we have been talking of
what we shall do in the matter.” One
old man said, * We are glad you have
come because you can tell our young

men what has really taken place as they
thought the whitemen were raising their
hands and their medicine against us.”
I told them the news that we in
our missions had suffered also from the
small-pox, and that we looked \upon it
as a visitation of the Great Father
above because of our sins. I also told
them that the white man felt for bis In-
dian brother ; that the missionary fely
for them : that my father bad never
hesitated for a moment that he »aid,
“ Go my son,” when I asked to go and
see them : and I bavenever felt any. fear
of coming to.them; that the Hudson’s
Bay Company bad come to toeir rescac
with all their wealth and power, and
that we wanted to shake hands with
them. A reconciliation took place; and
they soon began to come into the forts
again. They say to this day that tbat
which might have taken place in the
spring, and which would bave result-
ed in & masacre of the whites, was
averted by the action of the mission-
aries at that land. That was prior to
the Government of the Dominion taking
hold of the coantry. Subsequently the
Government began to turn their atten-
tion to the North-west; the Pacific
Railway was projected and prospecting
parties were sent out to explore for a
rout. When I came home one day after
several months absence, I found a sealed
package lying at my _place. My wife
said, “ Hear is a package, and although
you have been away all summer, [ am
pretty sure that it contains something
to take you away again.”  Sure
enough it contained a commission
from Mr. Sandford Flemiog, asking
me to come down to the Tuch-wood

as the Indians dreaded very much
the surveying parties, and
explain to the Indians why it was the
Government were sending out explorers,
that they had no inteution to interfere,
with their right to the land but by-and-
bye when they did want it, they shouldl
send out commissioners to treat with

ploring parties would have reached the
Indian country. In faet, there came a
report next day that some of them had
been stopped, and great trouble was

anticipated. Three months had elapsed
since the sending out of this package,
and as [ was away from home at the
time it arrived, time had been lost. In
the meantime my father happened to be
going home from Canada. Assoon as
he reached Winnipeg the Government
gecure.. him, and sent him out to the
Indians as their agent. He travel
ed post hast to the south branch,
struck ont from Fort Carleton, and

| went through that western country, |

backwards aond forwards, from oue |
camp to another, informing the Indians

of the true nature of tbe case. They
said that was what they wanted. and !
if they bad only known the reason at ‘
first, there would have been no d'tﬁc_ul. i
ty at all. He succeeded in showing
them tbat our Government were] in-

deed their friends, and when the time
came for them to show that friendhi- |
pess they would be true to their prom

ises. Previous to the mounted police |
going in there, I also recieved a com. |
mission. 1 was out on the plains to |
the Blackfeet camp at the time. A |
courier brought the package post haste

Hills, 700 miles east of the mouaatains |

from Edmonton. My instructions
were to tell the Indians why it was
that the mounted police were going
amongst them. I went amongst the
Blackfeet bands, and it was, und er the
circumstances, taking one's life in his
own hand to do so. The traders were
selling whiskey all through the country
and by means of it were robbing the
Indians of their robes, their horses,
their furs, and everything they bad.
It was while this was going on I reach-
ed a camp of the Blackfeet. I never
wish to spend anotber night such as I
put in there, They were all drunk and
at their worst. @ sat in our tent
watching their orgies, not knowing the
moment we shou'd be attacked, but the
Lord was on our side. Then came a
terrible thunder storm, and the In-
dians who were able had to take to the
brush and into their tents for shelter,
while those who got thoroughly wet
were sobered up a little. In the
morning some of them were sober
enough to go on with us to the large
camp, and tell the chief that “Mission-

coming, and that I bad news for them
from their great mother.
through with rendering the proclama.

said : “ How your words delight me,

the influence of the news. A few years
ago we were rich in horses, in robes,
and property. Look at us to-day!
Our horses are gone, our young men
bave killed each other:under the in-
fluence of whiskey. Our wives an.
daughters are corrupted under the in-
fluenoce of this traffic. Tohear that the
power that is to suppross it 1s so close
at hand warms our hearts.” I then
felt that something had been done by
the missionaries, aad fhat the govern-

make is this: The Government knew
there were no men who would be so
received by the Indians on the plains
or by the Ohristian Indians of the west,
as the representatives of the Me-
thodist Church in that country. We
haveseveral missions in the North-west.
They have all been doing a good work.
We have one up at White-fish Lake,
one at Victoria, one at Woodville, one
at E lmontou, and one at Fort McLeod,
Just now the principal missions are at
Whitefish Lake, Edmonton and Morley.
A few years ago the site of the mission
at Whitefish Lake was a wilderness.
The Indians come there occasionally,
and their encampment was a constant
scene of gambling, quarrelling and
violence, frequently resulting in stab-
bing and shooting. The medicine man
might be sean with his rattie and drum
trying to conjure the sickness out of
some poor wretch, when iu reality he
was only senling them mere quickly
out of the world. While thus engaged
a runner would bring the news that the
' Blackfeet were close by. Down would
| go the tents and the whole camp would
| speed away to the woods.  Sometimes
| they would be too late.  Some
| of the party would be captur-
| ed and scalped, and their warm blood

| drank by their enemies. This had often )

| taken place in my own day, but’ now
what do you see? You will see at

ized community, settled around the lake
| with their houses, barns, stavles, cows,
I oxen and horses, showing material as
| well as spiritual prosperity. I have

| sat besidle—I was going to say the dy- |

| ing-bed, but their bed generaliy consists
| of a piece of buffalo robe,—of many that
' have passed away, aod beard them tes-
| tify that the blood of Jesus was effica-

| cious for the cleansing of their sins.

| The people are becoming educated and |

| Christianized, and their influence is
| being felt amongst the pagan tribes in
| the country around the Assinaboines
and Crees to such an extent that a great
change has taken place within a few
vears, Polygamy previils throu hout
the land ; each man has bis three, five,
or ten wives, as the case may be.

They are his slaves, bis property—he |
had nurchased them. Until the mount- |
ed pf)li('e came in, the Iudiancould shoot
one of his sqnaws down, or take his
knife and cut her nose off, and no man
eould interfere. I bave seem many of
them mutilated in that way. Although
many of the bands bave bad no mission
aries amongst them 4s vet, they have
been indirectly affected by the example
of their Christian brethern, and are !
taking but one wife and no more. |
This is a strong proof of what Chris.

tianity is effecting directly and indirect-
ly in that land. Years ago, before the
Government of Canada took hold of
that country, and before missionary in-
fluence was felt there, it was not an
uncommon thing to hear of aged people
being turned out to perish with bunger
and cold when they E

work. I have picked them up mysel
and taken them to the camps of their
undatiful children, and so shamed them
into a sense of their responsibility tbat
they have taken them home and cared
for them. Tc day such g thing would
be considered a very uncommon occur-
rence,because the Indians have been ed-
ucated up to the responsibility of their
relation to their aged parents. On one
occasion I had been away some time
from the mission, and on my return I
found that the Indians were exasperated
| because they misunderstood something
that had been told to them by an officer
of the escort. I went to their council
and I saw that strong feelings existed.
Said they, “ Do you suppose that what
was told us at the treaty is not going to

ary Jobn,” as they called me, was | take place in our land?” * No,” said I

“what the Commissioner told you at

When 1 got | this treaty is exactly what the Govern-

ment will stand by, and what you pro-

tion in the Blackfeet language, the chief | mised is what the Government will

expect you to stand by.” Said they,

My heart seems to grow warm under | “ What we were told bere is not what

we were told at the treaty.” Just then
up arose an old maa and be said, ‘* My
friends, why are you so easily shaken ?

who came amongst us years ago, and
faith in the Government, who up to
this time is good, and bas told us no
evill Take my advice, do you stand
by what your missionary teaches you.
Listen to the gospel preached to you
from time to time in this chnrch, and
you mav depend upon it that you will

ment has a right to cousider every Me- be sustained, that God will bless you
Ww%‘mww WJI..’W_ iom. ”’
to his Queen. The point I wish to | That Indian was a man witbout any

education, and without any knowledge
of what was beilng talked about ; but he
was loyal to God in the first place, and
loyal to nis country in the secoud place.
This loyalty had been inculcated into
these people through the instrumen-
tality of our Society and its workings
in that territory, We have what is
called tho Great Slave Lake, away to
the north. Last fall I went out there
on a visit to the Indians. At the west
end of it I tracked Evans and Rundle—
Evaus, who gave to the Indians of
the North-west the syllabic character,
which has been largely taken hold of
by every missionary church that is
working through that country. By
means of the syllabic character the In-
dian may be taught in a few days to
read the Bible and hymn book in his
own tongue. The Indians of Slave
Lake could tell me about Evans and
Rundle, who had come a great many
years ago and had stopped a few months
with them, 1 tracked them there by
| the iofluence of their gospel teaching,
' which still manifestsitself in the bearts,
] lives and feelings of these people.
 When I sang to them some of those
| old bymns that Evans bad taught them
| some forty years ago, they heard them
with weeping, and said they were glad
to see another minister who could tell
them again what they had heard so
| many years ago. The speaker then pro-

the Indian for it. I saw that it was | Whitefish Lake Mission a partly civiliz- | ceeded to d*’”c"'ibc'the appearance of a
too late then; that all the ex-|ed community,a thoroughly Christian- | vast peninsula jutting out into the lake,

| that had been formed by the debris
| washed down from the mountains by
one of the tributaries for centuries.
H+ compared it to the building up o
the church of God in that country, and
concluded his very interesting remarks
by secondinyg the resolution.

The meeting baving endorsed the re-
solution, the collection wasthentaken up.

R-v. Mr. Stafford then moved the
following resolution : —

The thanks of this meeting are pre-
sented to the officers of the Society for
their successful management of its af-
fairs during the year; to all ministers
and others who have advocated the
Socivty’s claims; to collectors, adult
and javenile; to the officers, teachers,
aud youths of Sabbath-schools; and to
all who bave generously assisted in'
making up the Society’s income.

Tbe wotion was seconded by Rev.'
Robert Duancan.

As the hour was late the resolu ion
was carried witbout any speaking, aud
after the eustomary devotional exer-
cises the audience disperse 1.

MISSIONARY REPORT.

The fo'lowing extracts from the An- |
nual Report was submitted by the
General Secretary :—

ecame unable to!

'; Bro. Crosby, our devoted missionary
at Fort Simpson, British Colazmbia,
writes as follows:

‘ Another year of blessed toil in the
| Master’s service has gone, in which I
! have made many visits to out posts as
| well as attended to work at home. The
work of God is progressing among the
people here, and while we see much in-
stability in some, yet, in many ethers a
real change is evident by their love of
the means of grace and of the Word
of God, as well as by their consistent
lives. The school was never better at-
tended than during the present winter,
but we long to see more of the young
people converted to God. Great im-
provemeuts are still going on in the
village in the way of building new
bouses, making new roads, ete.

“Ounr visits to Kit-a.mat, 160 miles
down the coast, have been blessed of
| God, and our native agent there 1s
doing a good work. A little church
has been built mostly by the efforts of
the people themselves, but we have a
small debt on it yet. Some of the
hesthen huve given their hearts to God.

‘ Bella Bella, 200 miles from here,
has been visited, and there the cry for
a Missionary is very urgent. Herea
number of camps, making, with the
Kit-a-mats, about 1000 people speaking
the same language. This people long
for light and salvation, und, I trust, a
good man may be sent them at once.

“The Kit-see-lass still ask for a tea-

Have you not faith in the missionaries | cher. I have also visited the Forks of

the Skeena, and surrounding tribes.
This gave me a trip of 450 miles, absent
from home sixteen days, preached twen-
ty times to many hundreds who bad
never beard the Gospel, Among this

people uring, dog-eating, feasting,
gambli itcheraft, polygamy, and all
other h/4sln vices still prevail. But
the call’ J§" loud and urgent for a Mis-

03...01.. ‘od thank Ood & younug wau
has volun to go to them, and al-
ready blessed tidings of success come
to us-from Brother Matheson, who has
spent most of the winter there, May
hundreds of the poor Kit-ac-scens may
be saved.

“ By death we have lost some of our
members. A young woman died ve
bappy only a few days ago. Sbe sa.h?.
while suffering much, ¢ Jesus is with
me now. I am so giad the Missionary
came, and 1 shall soon be at rest in
heaven with Jesus,””

Not less cheering are the tidings from
Bro.Green at Nass :—* Many influences
unfavorable to the spread of the Gospel
have been abroad since our last report.
A few of the poor heathen, deceived
and led oo by two or three white men,
who hate vital religion, and whose uz-
godly lives are rebuked by the consis-
tency of the native christians, have
proved a stumbling block in the way of
some. But amidst these trials our “ God
hath not forgotten to be gracious.” In
one instance the heathen came from a
distant village, dressed in the skina of
bears and wolves, and making the most
bideous noise, trying to draw eur peo-
ple into the old heatben dance, doctor-
ging, dog eating, &c., &c., but as the
| Christians remained indoors they soon
departed. Christmas and New Year
were bappy seasons. Tue first week of
the New Year we held special services
| which were largely attended, and our
| members were greatly quickened, and
' thirty were added to our number. One
' old man came to the parsonage early in

the morning to tell how happy he was,
‘Last night,” he says. *I went bowe trom
the mecting,and for a long time thought
about my sinful Leart, then I go to
| Sleep, aud 1 dream 1 uwear someone rap
at my door, then I hear a voice say ¢ 1
give yeu the bloud ot Jesns,” this 1 near
three times, then I awoke. 1 was so
happy, wy trouble was all gone, the
blood bad taken my bad beart away.

Jesus bas given me a new beart, now 1
want a new nawe.” We vamed him
after our beloved late charinan, Wil iam
Pollard, Since that time be bas regu
larly attended school.  Tihe ™ Chiet of
the: Mountain,” with L's whole tamily,
have accepted the Gospel and given us

their 1ufluence. Many are trying to
Zrow in grace, and 1n the .ove of our
Lord Josus Corist.  “The Worl of the
Lord,” we havc carried to every vilage
on tbe river, making six tours, and once

goiny into the interior, to the Forks of
the Skeena, and follow ing the river to
the coast, preaching at all the villages
on the route, and to the parties met by

the waysile. Four dic, ouinyg the

| vear. trusting in Chnist, Fifteen adults

were buptlzed and received 1nto full
m. mbership. DBro Crosby’s visits were
retreshinyg seasons,”




