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ST. THOMAS, ONTARIO, MAY 1, 1907.

PRIVATE BILLS REFERRED TO MUNICIPAL BOARD.

The usefulness of the Ontario Railway and Municipal 
Board is being gradually extended. On the 27th of 
March the Rules of the Legislative Assembly were 
amended by adding the following as Rule 61 (a) :

Every Private Bill, in so far as it provides for the consolidation 
of a floating debt or for the consolidation or renewal of debentures 
(other than local improvement debentures) of a municipal corpora
tion, when the Bill has been read a first time, shall without special 
reference stand referred to the Ontario Railway and Municipal 
Board for their report : and a copy of such Bill and of the petition 
on which the same is founded shall be forthwith transmitted by the 
Clerk of tke House to the Board in order that the Board may, after 
an enquiry into the allegations set out in the Bill, and into any other 
matters which the Board may deem necessary in connection there
with, report to the House whether or not it is reasonable that such 
Bill or the part thereof relating to the matters aforesaid, should be 
passed, and what alterations, if any, should be made in the same, 
and the Board shall make such enquiry accordingly and shall sign 
the same ; and the said Report, Bill and Petition shall be trans
mitted to the Clerk and the Report shall be read by the Clerk at the 
Table and shall be entered on the Journals of the House, and the 
Bill together with the Report shall stand referred to the Standing 
Committee on Private Bills.

And it shall he the duty of the Law Clerk to report to the Clerk 
of the House as to whether any such Private Bill does so provide as 
aforesaid.

This is an important addition to the duties of the 
Board. Most municipalities will, no doubt, consult the 
Board in the preparation of their Bills in future, and thus 
avoid a delay that would be occasioned by an adverse 
report to the Legislature.

The Legislature has expressed itself emphatically in 
favor of county road systems by refusing aid to those 
counties that had obtained Special Acts. This will do 
much to improve county council administration by requir
ing the members to consider the equalizing effect of a 
county road system on the road and bridge expenditures 
of all the local municipalities, rather than the one they 
represent.

Mr. Justice Anglin has quashed the local option by
law of Asphodel township. The vote for the by-law was 
219, and against it 109—leaving a clear majority of 23 
over three fifths of the vote. But one of the polling 
places had been changed without sufficient notice, and 
the election was held three or four days later than stat
utory requirement.

MUNICIPAL STATISTICS.

The Bureau of Industries report on the municipal 
statistics of the Province for 1905 has been received. It 
is the first official statement showing the effect of the Act 
of 1904 on the assessed values of the Province. In 1904, 
real property was valued at $859,000,000, and in 1905 
$978,000,000, an increase of $119,000,000, or 13.8 per 
cent. In 1904 personal property was valued at $37,000,000. 
In 1905 the business assessment was $46,000,000, an 
increase of $9,000,000, or 24 per cent. Taxable income 
was increased by 3% millions, or 38.8 per cent.
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During the past ten years the rate of township taxa
tion has increased from $3.86 per head in 1896 to $5.64 
in 1905. In towns and villages the increase has been 
larger, and in cities a slight decrease is shown, owing no 
doubt to the large increase in population, which has 
decreased in the rural districts.

A meeting of the Executive of the Ontario Rural Mun
icipal Association was held in Guelph township council 
rooms on the 13th of April last. There were present: 
Messrs. H. Wright, president, in the chair; James 
Mahon, Pritchard and James Laidlaw, Secretary. It 
is proposed to hold another meeting of the association in 
Guelph during the last week of the present month, to be 
addressed by Mr. A. W. Campbell, Deputy Minister of 
Public Works.


