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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

————

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

T T
BTANDARD OF THE CROSS
(Phi. it 18,)

It anything should stop ue in a
sinful course of life, my dear Breth
ren, it is to find ourselves branded as
" enemies of the Cross of Chriet.”
St. Paul is not afraid to epeak out
and thus he stigmatizes men who,
within living memory of the Death
on the Crossg, so far forget themselves
88 to bring this rebuke upon them
selves — " enemies ot the Cross of
Christ.” [If there were men, even in
those early days, within thirty yeare
of the Crucifixion, who deserved this
title, how likely that now there are
many—perhaps who little think it—
who deserve the same for their crimes
and misdeeds.

What a foul and treacherous thing
it is to be the enemy of that by
which we have been saved! It is
not of those who knew no better—of
heathens or pagans—that St. Paul
gpenks, but of those who have heen
redeemed by the Daath on the Cross
There, tven, is the rebellion, the
malice of such men. ' Let us examine |
who they may be, what has led them |
e lte it we too, contaminated by |
evil, should find ourselves vmongs
them,

Who are they, then ? St. Pau) tells
us " For many walk, of whom |
have told you often (and now tell
you weeping) that they are enemies
of the Cross of Christ; whose end is
destruction; whoee God is their|
belly ; and. whose glory is in their
éhame; who mind esrtbly things.”
They have perverted their mind, |
their glory, even their God, whose
end is destruction. The Apostle |
seems to account for their wicked
ness by their minding earthly things.

Their mind, which had been puri
fled from gin, illuminated by faith, |
trained to look up to Hsaven by |
blessed hope, now seeking, content |
with, grovelling amongst earthly
things. Luxury and drunkenness
usurp the place of God, and to
indulge their impure passions is their
boast, making their shame their
glory. Such a life soon wrecks body
and goul; their end is destruction.
Even npations cannot stand when |
their people indulge in such a life, |
and great citiee once the pride of
the world, for such crimes are now |
obliterated by the sands of time.

How common is it in our o day,
alag | for men who have been bap
tizad, instructed, have made their |
first Communion, have been ocon
firmed, to get carried awasy on ti
tide of worldlinees, They lose their
hold of God, and the things of God.
They begin only to mind earshly
things, to be engrossed by them, to
be misled by them. There are they |
who, in a epirit of independence and |
self-sufficiency, have contracted
mixed marriage ; in hopes of a legacy |
have let a child or two be christened
in some other faith; have loose
views of dogmas and dooctrines, speuk
lightly of the Church and its rulers,
of priests and nuns; who, as long as
they are outwardly respectable, think
nothiog of secret ein; who never
think of ourbing their pleasures,
their appetites, their sinful desires ;
who are out of the Church, for their
Easter Communion may not have
been made for years—these are the
modern specimens whom St Paul
would call “enemies of the Cross of
Christ . . . whoseendis destruc- |
tion.” “ How much more, do you
think ke degerveth worse punish
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" Ememies of the Cross of Christ.”
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ments, wko hath trodden under foot | t20UgLtS to the human instrument

the Son of God . and hath |
offered an sffront to the Spirit of‘
Grace?" (Heb, x. 29)"

Lest we should be led astray by
such as these, listen to the lesson of
the Cross, to the words of Him Who |
died for us on that Cross. “ If any
man will come atter Me, let him deny |
himself.” (Matt. xvi. 24) Self de-
nial! what a contradiction to the |
epirit of this world! Instead of
minding earthly things, we have to
despise them, deny ourselves of any-
thing that savours of sin—yen, and
to obtain the power over ourselves of |
doiog that, we have to practise gelf-
denial even in things that are no |
harm,

' Let him take up his cross’
submigsion and obedience d
ol us.

(ibid.)
manuea
Wa do not choose our cr &8, |
but we have to take up and carry the |
one that is givenus, And we cannot
do as we like, we are not
unless we obey, for He says,
he that eth not up his
18 not worthy of Me.” (Matt, x.

Cut off fram the world by selt
iel, loaded with our croes, whither
we turn ? The third word
nd follow Me,” No fear, no doubt,
no hesitation need be ours in fol
ing the footsteps of Jesus « hrist, It
is the sure path to Heaven. It is|
well worn now, for how many thou
sands have bravely followed after
Him. And it it is weary snd long we
cannot, should not complain,
went first. Our L rd had a heavier
cross, for He bore the sins of us all. |
With s good heart, my dear brethren,
let us follow our Lord
We wa not to be of
world, but to t

v like unto Him

off Hum, visit
tudy His
and ways ; pone
suffered, agd why
wing learned this gs0n,
despise earthly things,
ylory in the lessons of the
of Christ, cheerfully denying
, obediently taking up our
and lovingly following our
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Most of us, alag! in looking back,
muet own that we have wasted per
haps y#ars of our lifetime. We conld
not bring ourselves to break ocom-
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UFFERED
TERRIBLE AGONY

“Fruit-a-tives” Alone Gave
Him Quick Rellef

Buckingham, Que., May 8rd, 1918,
“Forseven years, I suffered terribly
from Severe //eadaches and Indiges-
tion. 1 had belehing gas from the
stomach, and I had chronle Constips-
tion. I tried remedies but
aothing did me Finally, a
[riend I
took this grand fruit medicine and
To everyous who

bas miserable health with Constipa-

many
good
advised ** Fruit-a-tives”,

It made me well,

tionandlndigestionand I 11 Stomach,

I say take “‘I1

get

Jit-a-tives’’, and you

well”?,

ALBERT VARNER.,
$2.60, trial siss 28,

L by Fruite

Ottaws. Ond,

will

00c. a box, 6

At
tives Limitad,

:alersor it postpal

pletely with earthly things and to be
all for Bat, fearing now to
become enemies of*the Cross of
Christ, let us give ourselves wholly |
and manfully to the service of God. |
denying ou selves, taking wvp our
oroes and following our Lord, Ian|
earnest zeal let us say with st. Paul
But one thing I do: forgetting the |

Jasus,

| things that are behind, and stretch- |

ing forth myself to those that ars |
before, I press towarés the mark, to |
the prize of the supernal vocation of |
God in Christ Jesus.” (Pail. iii :
13, 14.) |

APROPOY/OF MARCH
TWENTY-FIFTH

S

Tuesday, March twenty-fitth, is the |
Feast of the Annunciation to the |
Blegsed Virgin Mary

Muariolatry is the Protestant's de-
scription of our veneration of Carist's
mother. To a non-Catholie, devotion
to the Virgin Mary seems to ba given
& very undae prominence in Catbolic
worehip ; witness the feasts of Mary
and the frequent devotions to Mary,
Begidee, it is said, there 18 little
nothing to distinguish this homnge
from a real worehip of one of God's
creaLures

To thie objection M
truth
votion to Mary, ho we
in the servicaes of the
ssentially

minent

plays |
subordinate part in
entire systera of Catholic de-
votion: and, what is more to the |
purpo+e, it is an essentially different
thing from the worship paid to God.

ireh
an €

the

| God, a8 being the supreme Lord of

the universe, is adored ; Mary is only
venerated—not adored or worshipped
—as the Mother of the Son of God |
made man. Mary is prased to, but
only as the most powerful intercessor |
before the throne of God. Between
the worship of God and the venera-
tion of Mary there is a gulf as wide
as the one between God and His
creatures—between the Infinite and
the finite.

And yet, God Himself has designed
to associate Mary so intimately with
Himself in the work of the Redemp
tion that no Christian can realize
what is told us in the Gospels with-
out giving a prominence in his

empioyed by the Almighty for the
accomplishments of His designs.
Think of the essential dignity of the
Mother of the Iacarnate Word.
Think of the praises lavished upon
her by the inspired voices of angels
and men. “Hal, tull of grace,” or,
if you will, “ Hail, thou who art so
The Lord ig with
thee; blegsed art thou E&mong
women ;" these are the words of the
Angel abriel, who added: “The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee and
the power of the Most High ghall
overshadow thee. And therefore also
be born of
thee sball be called the Somvot God’
(Luke i.28 35).—" And it came to p 188 |
that when Elizabsth heard the sa/uta
tion of Mary the infant leaped in he:
womb. Aod RElizabeth fi led |
with the Holy G 10 And she cried
with a loud and sa\d:
i art thou among women and |
sed tha fruwt of thy womb.
And whence is this me that the |
Mother of my Lord come to
(I When angels
sounding the
Church of God

was

1 is
tio
«hould
11 43)

unite; in

me ?" ke

and saints

cannot be egilent.
The reccgnition of her dignity and |
of her personal merits was one of the |
most prominent features the
votion of the eafy Chureh,

of de

testimonies multiply as you turn the
pages, The writing of St, Irenaeus,
8t. Gregory Nazinnzen, St. Gregory
of Nysssg, S Ephrem (Syrus), St. |
Augustine, St. Jerome, St. Peter
Chrysologue, St. Proglus, St. B of
Seleucin, contain passages relating to |
Mary that are worded like any typiocal
be taken from |

tholie writings of our own day.

' Through S¢.

il

ber,”
women nre blessed.
18 bhealed. Mary
venerated as becomes the Mothe
dmaid, * the ecloud, the
hambear, the Ark of the Lord, § iy
herefore lessed art thon
who  alone

sAys Proclus,

we rill} ‘
amongstl women,
found a remedy for Eve's sorrow, |
bagt alone wiped away the tears of
that mourner, hast carried the price
of the world's redemption, hast re-.
ceived the treasure of the pearl in
trust.”

has

children's catechisme.
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| ace, Captain Edward Rickenbacker, '
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| thril
| hands to salute and said—"
| ex,”
| the

| fully gave all the eredit for what he

And 8t. ‘Ambrose: ‘' Let the vir.
ginity and lite of the Blessed Mary
be drawn before you as 1n a picture,
from whom as if in & mirror is re.
flacted the face of Chastity and
Virtue's figure. In learning,
the prime stimulus is to be found in
the noblenees of the teacher now
what has more nobleness than God's
Mother 7"

Not only praise and veneration
were beetowed on Mary by the
Father ; they also invoked her inter-
ceesion. Ope among several in-
sterices is found in the Sscrament
ary of Pcpe Gelasius: ‘' We beseech
Thee, O-Almighty God, that the glor-
ious intercesgion of the blessed and
&ver glo ious Virgin Mary, Mother
of God, may protect us and bring
us to eternal life.”

This was the doctrine and practice
of an age which oug separated breth-
ren generally regard as an age of

pure wor:hip,

The Blessed Virgin is honored as
the most higuly favored of God's
creatures, but only as such. “She is

prayed to only as one who can pray |
| for

us. Taie, which is the genuine
Catholic doctrine, is taught in all our
It in Catholic
levotions there oecor Any expres-
sions that seem to non-Catholics to |
attribute to Mary anything more
than intercessory power, these ex
Pressicns are very rare and are
never intended to mean more than
that she obtains from God everything
she agke. Catholics do not ordinar
1y pray as though they were con
gclous of thd presence of hostile |
critice but they have no. doubt
about the meaning of their own
worde. Somé of our popular trest
ises on the Blessed Virgin are no

legs unpalatabie to Protestant tastes;
and naturally g0, for Protestants do |
not realize me Catholice do the un-
epeakable digoity of one who was

| made the Mother of the Word Incar-

nate; nor do they appreciate as
Oatholics do what it is tb have so
great & friend at court as the Mother
of the glorifi.d Jesue Though at
theg same time it should be borne in
mind that in all devotions apart

| from the direct worehip of God even

Catholics hava their personal tastes,
While they all ogree that God's |
faints sbould be bonored. they have |
their personal attiactions and repug
nances as regards particular wase of
honoring them ond praying fto them
But, & non-Catholie convinced of
thie, will answer ; Devotion to the
Blegsed Virgin may e reasonable |
when practiecd in modera
but in Catholic practice it ob
trudes itself everywhere. The more
devotion to Mary the le:s devotion to |
her So
Such an objeet
Iinto a Catholie
log and he the
the Litany of the sed Virgin or
the preacher deecantirg on one of
her virtures (a moet Christian act); |
but let him get wp in the morning
vsual and betake him
gelf to the neareet parish church,
any day in the week. There he will
find a nomber of gilens worshipers |
ab-orbed in sgomething that is taking
plice at the altar. At the ringing of
a little bell the cilence is solemn and
all heads are bowed in adoration.
Some minutes later & number of
persons approach. the altar rail to
receive the Bread of Heaven. Here
is the central act of Catholic worehip
in comparison with which all thiogs
else are insignificant, or rather, it 18
through this that all things else have
any value. The week-day scene just
described is repeated on Sunday,
only with more golemnity. On that
day the churcues are thronged, and
are flilled agin and again ia succes-
sive houre, whilst the churches of
other denominations are often half
empty. Evidently devotion to the
Blessed Virg n-does not.draw us
away from Corist, ., , .,
But its effect in this regard is not |
merely negative : it positively- draws }'
|
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in the even
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us nearey to Cbriet. The fensts ot
the Blessed Virgin mark a general
increase of fervor. The faithful are |
present at the holy sacrifice of the |
Mase, and ver . many receive Co 1}
munpion after confessing their SIN8 |
with humble and sincere contrition. |
Innumerusble converts to the Church, |
burch from within
experience that
worship of
devotion to

‘nate Son of

n from
true and
God is promoted
the Mother of the

World.
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DUE TO MOTHER

A few days ago
asgembled in the

notable gathering
great ballrdoom of
Waldoif Hotel. The Secretary of War,
tae Major-General in command
the air forces of the United States,
members of the C

of

1gress, a former

{ United States Am' asgndor, and many
| officers of the A'my and Navy a

3sem -
bled todo honorto 1he great American
The epeakers of the evening outdid
each other in their toasts to the re
turned heroa, Af
meal Ceptain
called upon to respond.
his feet, and

the clore of
Rickenbacher
He rose fo
look1 towardes the
gallery of the hallroam, into the face
of @ little woman whoss tear dimmed
eyes looked out through gold-rimimed
spectucles, the great

adventures

the
was

8

hero of many
brought his
My Moth

The great ace was no longer
guest of honor. He sabdicated
his place to her to whom he right.

ng

had done. The
forced to rise in

little women was
recognition of the
tumultuous cheering and as ghe
stood, generals, officers of every
rank stood in ralu‘e. 3

We have beem accustomed to look
upon Eddie Rickenbacker as a oare.

less dere devil, one who faced death
in peace as well as in war, His
action at this banquet showed that
back of it all there is the heartof a
man. There i no man worthy of
the name that mey not ssy with
Abrabam Lincoln, ae did Eddie Rick.
enbacker, “ All that | am and il
that I hope to be, I owe to my angel
mother."—8yracuse Catholic Sun,

s —

THE HONOR ROLL OF FRENCH
“JESUITS

“Will thd splendid patriotiem of
these exile priests who returned

freely to serve and die for the coun. |

try whose Government has outlawed

them, bave any weight towards win
viog the rights of citizenship again
when peace is declared ?" is the ques

tion asked by F. Wondleck, 8, J,, O, |

F., in the London Tablet, to which
he communicates the following in-
teresting statietics :

| French Jesuits engaged in the war
| up to armistice dayv: 841 wera mobi
lized, Of thege. 98 were officers, 2
commanders, one lieutenant com
mgnder, 11 captains, 4 naval lieuten.
| ante, 24 lieutenants, 50 second lieu
tenants, 1 naval enesign, 5 cffisers in
*he service of the sick and wounded;
39 received the Legion of Honor, 26
| received the Military Medal, 803 re
ceived the Croix de Guerre, 4 re.
ceived the M :daille des Epidemies,

|
|
|
|

In received the Medal of Morocco or

l'anis; 8 gained English decorations,
[ 11 gained other foreign decorations,
610 were mentioned in the Order of
the Day, 154 were killed. 'These in-
| clude 23 chaplaings, 29 officers, 86
| #ous-officers, 16 corporals, 50 priv-
| ates,

It the statistics of other Religious
Orders and of the French secular
clergy were available, Father Wood.
lock is convinced that they would re

! veal the same heroic spirit.—Amer-
ica.

—

Work and worry are not on epeak-
ing terme,

He who knows his incapacity
knows eomething,

with La Pieferencia
Cigars :

First—Pleased

moderate price

a Month

An Army
of Smokers

has had this experience

Second —Contented
Third—Enthus

jastic

Ask at your Cigar,
store for this aristocrat
of smokes, sold at a

Sales over 1,500,000

Vallens & Co., Limited

London, Canada

BRANCHES

The Big Leak Is In The Roof

Lesky roofs cost a lot of money.

Each year time and dollars are

spent to repair the damage-done by frost, snow, ice, rain, sun and

wind.

Figure the amounts paid for repairing materials alone and you
will find it runs into big figures.
Save yourself future roofing troubles and expenses by putting on
a real roof, now.

pays—because it lasts end protects.

Every buildin;

rain, sleet or sun.

giving perfect
Roof with

il

$ on the farm should be roofed with
Roofing, from the big barn to the smallest cribs.
It is fire-resisting and proves its economy by

satisfaction and years of wear.

Neponset Paroid and save money.

};l,‘ por

Itd

g SNOW
€S8 snow,

Neponset Paroid Roofing is made in three colors, red, green,
and slate grey,

Sold by Hardware and Lumber Dealers.

BIRD & SON, LIMITED

Mill§ : Hamilton, Ont.; Pont Rouge, Que.

HAMILTON, ONT.

Warehouses : Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, Calgary,

Edmonton, St.John.
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Advertisement
Writers Wanted

Equal demand for men and women.
Salaries are inviting
were compiled by

Our courses

7 6 Experts —

We bave had several requests for our
graduates recently,
home in & few months.
lars. Address:

SHAW CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL
TORONTO, CANADA

Put Vim in
Jaded Muscles

by stimulating and arousing the circa-
lation with light applicationd of Abseor.
bine, Jr., rubbed in thoroughly. This
invigorating liniment acts quickly and
surely. It is fragrant and p'easant to
use — leaves no greasy residue on the
skin

As Absorbine,
germicide as well
effective

You learn at
Get particu.

(Dept. C. R.)

Jr., is a

as a liniment
for prophylactic and aseptic
it destroys the germs In cuts and
y It may be diluted and used

1cces- fully as an antiseptic and germi-
cide for the mouth and throat.

Athletes will find it efficient for lim-
bering stiff muscles. A good
formula for a rub-down is one o' nee of
Absorbine, Jr a quart of water eor
witch nazel

It is composed of vegetable extracts
essential oils, ard is positively
harmless. Get a bottle t: day and keep
It In your desk, in your trave lling bag,

uses ;

sore,

| In your meaicive cabinet or in the side

pocket of your automobile

msurance of a high type
At most druggists
sipt of $1.25

It is health

or

sent prepaid
Trial bottle for

YOUNG, P D.F.,
293 Lymans Bldg Montreal,
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HONEY REFUNDED. /

Mar
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WHOOPING COUGH
BRON CHITIS

Able to Start
Work Again

Trou!;ic “‘Tﬂh E:

ily Removed

s 42 -8
1 find that




