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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
GOD'S PROVIDENCE
“l have compi tit fark

The miracle related in to-day's
Gospel was designed to prove God's un
failing providence for His children,
Four thousand people followed Our
Saviour into the desert, to hear His
divine word, to see t miracles He per.
formed, and they remained with Him
for three days without food. When He
saw they had nothing to eat, He said
to His disciples: *“l1 have compassion

on the multitude, for behold thnay have |

now been with me three days, and have
nothing to eat. And if I shall send
them away fasting to their home, they
will faint in the way; for some of them
casme from afar off” And His disciples
answere “From whence can any ol
fill them here with bread in the wilder-

? 3ut Jesus ordered them to br

ness
what they had, seven loaves

fishes. Taking the seven loav
thanks, He broke, and gave to His dis-
ciples to set before the multitude
They ate and were filled ; d they
took up that which was of the frag

ments, seven baskets.”” A wonderful

iving

yifoatatin of God's and ol

His diviae providence. Truly it is
proper to praise the mercilul God for
His divine providence and to place all

of the words of
“The merey of (

d is

Holy Seripture:

upon all flesh” (¥ clus, xviiy, 12), we | With 1t so

have ouly to look about us, God pro-
vides for all His creatures; He fecds
the beasts of the field and the
the ai I'ruly, * The mercy

upon all flesh “Phe earth, O Lord, is
full of thy merey’” (Psalms cxviii, 64)
D) not therefore unduly concern your
Iy affairs, re

selves about your wor
member that God will in His own way
take care of you, He will nourish and
\(--«-p you. “Behold the eyes of the
Lord are on them that fear Him: and on
them that hope in His mercy. To de-
liver their w,-.h from death; and feed
them in l:umv ' (Psalms xxxii, 18-19)
Some, however, may say: *lv 1s atl
very 1l to speak of God's |:r|\"lu‘(-u
and how He cares for me, keeps and
feeds me; but if I refused to labor {
my subsiste
bread to eat,

wr

who would clothe me?

Quite correct, mj dear Christians ; to
have confidence in God does not mean
to idle and squander your time in
the hope that God will provide for you
an i proverb says: “Pray and
; ay that God may bless you
e necessities of body and soul,
but also work honestly to earn yon
bread, then you may have confidenc
that God will ss vour work, that H
will watch over you with what you
need.
[n preferen other thing
t for the kingdom of God
His ju _ and everything else
shall be given u “ Scek ve therefor
first the kiogdom of God, and His
justice, and all these thinzs shall be
0Hv iunto ygy (Matt, vi, 33). It is as
I said: If your hearts ar
adorned with virt ,don

over all, and provide you with what is
DOCEssAryY, I have been young,” said
King David, a.d now I am old; and |
has een the just forsaken, nor his
goed seeking bread’” (Psalms xxxvi, 20)
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gary; for He said: “Implore M
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AW IN PORTUGAL |

ship and tax them heavily for the privi-
lege of paying their own way. The
| purpose seems to be anti-Catholie and
even anti-Christian, The author of the
decree, Dr. Alfonso Costa, is credited |
with saying that in two generations of
the eontinuance of the law “Catholieity

will be annihilated in Portugal.”

How can it be that such a decree,
| prepared and proclaimed by men trained |

in the Established Chureh of Portugsl

Catholies by education, can be sustained
by the general sentiment of the people
of Portugal ? It seems almost incredjble, |

Sueh a law would be unimaginable He

There is not a Protestant country in
whieh it ecould be tolerated. Somehow
the Church has lost, and must have |
deserved to lose, the confidence and
aff-ction of the people. They regard it |
| as their foe,

We do not know what grounds The

Iudependent possesses for the assump

tion that men trained as Catholics bave
prepared this infamous decree. The
paper speaks of the Masonie lodges as
free to meet after dark It can hardly
be possible that the editor is unaware

that the object of the meetings o

Masonie lodges is not exactly that of

providing for the religious needs of the

Catholic people in any Catholic country
Portugal, it points out, bas no constitu
ent assembly, and is ruled by the revola

tionary Junta, This Junta's personnel
is almost entirely Masonic, Jewish and
Atheistic. We have already given the
ol the
rang—the babbling pedagogue, Braga.

views of the so called “President’

I'hey arerapidly atheistical,

It is the usual way when persecution
comes home |to [those who fiud no fault
as it is confined to the

Catholie Church and people. The In

lependent finds that it is not partial in
its operation, 'l he Protestant mission-
is now having the ex-
perience of v)u- Huguenot in France.

Lutheran and Huguenot outside France
rejoice d mightily when Combes opened
| fire from his batteries on the lines of
1, but when the guns
began to be trained on the Hugueunot
it was then that the scales
lenot eyes, even as
lent
ones, and the point of the fable of the

ury in Portug
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vhout four thousand non-Catholics s

census of five million and

quarter (in round numbers). Have the |

rest gone over to the Jews and t
Freemasons There is no evidence of
any such religious phenomenon.
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