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FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS.
The Epiphanys.
SHOWING FORTH OUR FAITH.

The menifestation of our Lord to the
nations in the persons of the three wise
men is what holy Ohurch bids us con
glder to-day. We think this a fit ocoa
slon to remind you that the laity have
» duty to make manifest our Lord and
is doctrines as well as the olergy. It
is the will of God that all who have
acknowledged Jesus Ohrist and believe
#is dootrine should preach Him and it
to others We pass by the divinely
glven offica of teaching which parants
spjoy and which others who share
their digunity mus: partake of, includ
ing those who assist in the household,
and teachers and gusrdians ; of such
the honor and dusy is to traln children
in the doctrine and discipline and cor-
veotion of the Lord.

What we wish more particularly to
insist upon s the missionary offlce of
avery Catholic, especially in these days
of error and inquiry Now, it Is a
characteristic of al! spiritual good that
it is in sume sense conmunicable. The
prlest, cannot, indeed, give his office to
another, but he holds it to give the
srath and the grace of Christ. *‘Freely
/that is to sasy, gratls) you have re-
velved, freely give.” 8o with the
Iayman ; every grace he has has been
received not only for himsell but also
for others. The Christian heritage is
the common property of all the sons of
God ; 1t is the destiny to which all
mankind bas been called. The [ofant
King of man is enthroned in the arms of
Mary, the second Kve and tho mg:’ﬁer
of all living, and His arms are strotthed
nut to embrace and make sons of /God
of all the children of men. H¢g who
slalms to be the brother of./ Jesus
Oheist is unworthy the titl
mind and act he assists
lish His kingdom in
man. The Catholic
ap to himsell alone 48 not worthy of it ;
he is selfish. o will be condemned
for hiding talent.

But somébody might answer: *‘Father,
what you say is plain enough theoreti
oally ; but, to come down to sctual
fact, can yon tell me how I can practi
oally show people the trath ? Flirst,
by word of mouth. 8oarcely a day
passes but that yon oan say s plain,
strong word for the oause of Christ.
The air is fall of objsotions to religion,
and every objaction s "ould be met on
the spot and refated. I{ any one
denies, in your hearing, the existence
of God, the immortality of the soul,
the divinity of Christ, the inspiratioa
»f Seriptare, or any other truth of relig-
‘on, it is yourdaty to afiirm these funda-
mental truths at once, and it is a great
honor to do so. If yon say you have
10 learning, I answer, that the highest
learning is not so0 good a quality as sin
sere conviction ; and [ answer again
that those who asesil the trath in
sommon conversation aro generally the
veverse of learned. The enemies of
religlon are, for .he most part, as ignor
ant as they are bold. Learning is
good, but it is not learnlog we need most.
Ve reed to have sincere convicsions, and
we need to have the courage of them.
‘I believed,” says thoe Psalmiasr,
‘and therefore did I speak.” Truth
sounds so0 well that its bare mention is
a powerful argument. [Farthermore,
the honest Christian who defends his
seligion wi!l not be without the divine
assistance to do it well,

But we should not only deiend the
sruth ; we should attack error If you
have friends who are in error, you can
do them no better service than to set
them right. This must be done with
liscretion, to be sure. Dut do not be
%0 anxious about disoretion. When
you see error attack it ; in such cases
Rindliness is the chial rale tor securing
a hearing. It is amazing that men and
women can piously love the truths and
oractices of religion, and live along
from day to day without vigorously
attacking the error and vice every
where about them. What cownrd is so
nean as the pious coward ?

Finally,a good life is a manifestation
of our Lord and Ilis dootrine of wonder
fal force and attractiveness. Be chaste,
temperate, charitable, kindly mannered;
be industrious, neat, truthful—these
simple virtues will be like a pulpit
from which you can preach your super-
iatural faith. As a tippling, lying,
loafing Catholic is a hindrance to his
religion, 80 is the contrary character
the reccmmendation of veligion.

TALKS ON RELIGION.

HOLY ORDE%S.

Its very name desoribes bthe olice of
the priesthood. Whon we see a ('atho-
lio priest we know him just for what he
professes to be. Tho world at large
¥nows him s« such, and laughs at that
amall section of Anglicans who inno
sently play the role of priest aod bor-
row tho nawe, as children might in
olay. The name of *“Uatholio Charch’’
and ‘' Catholic Priest ' are terms
applied by all, and understood by all as

appertal solely to the Roman Cath
lie Chareh.
A priest s one especially oconse
rated and set apart to tho service of a
divinity., He is considered the medium

through whom worship, prayer, sacri
floe, or olher sorvice is to be offered to
ke beiug worshipped, and pardon, bles-

ilag, deliverance, ote., obtained by
she woishipper. Sueh is the specifio
meaning of the vame and ofice of
yriest ; 1 rincipal or chief duty is
to offer sacrifice. This was especially
30 with the Jews of old, who had their

Jews of old, who bad their High Priest
and subordinates, set apart and chosen
)y God for their sacerdotal offices.
Ve read of the same even smong pagan
)eoples. This idea of sacrifice and ite
1ecossary minister would seem to origin-
ate in the natnral law itself, for we
dad in history that sacrifice has been
aver an essential part in the religion
of all nations whether the religion it-
self were true or falso. The priesthood
and sacritices of the Jows continned as
an essential form of their religion from
th days of Adam, Osin and Abel till
the utter dispersion of the race and
aunihilation of their kingdom wunder
the Roman geverals—Vespasian and
is son, Titus, Then took place the
terrible and tragio faifil'ment of the

of the Gabriel to Daolel:

Apde lo with thelr leader shall
destroy the city and the

tusry ; and the end thereof shall

2 waste, and after the end of the war
tine appointed desolation ; the victim
sqad the »acrifice shall fail.”’

Now God, Who, in the old law ap
piointed a priesthood to offer sacrifices
vwhich could not of themselves take
way sin, did not surely leave the sac
ifice in which the ‘° Word,"” as St.
enaeus says, ‘' is offered ' to Him,
vithout appointed ministers and guar
ians It cerraialy would be unreason-
gible to admit that the Old Law, which
vbas only a figure of the New, was
tpore perfect in its divine worship
tthan the religion of Chris ; otherwise
the shadow and figure would be more
pPerfect than the reality. Therefore
the religion whica Christ established
myust have a more perfect sacrifice and

riesthood, both in kind aod degree,
tinan that of its type and shadow.

From the sacredness and sublimity

the Catholic priesthovd flows its
high dignity and the great revereace
shown to it by the faithful. Indeed,
8t, Thomas, the prince of theologisns,
calls the priest the mediator between
God and man. His cffice of mediation
is not, it is true, to ve taken in an ab
solute sense, for Carist, as St. Panl
teaches, is the sole, absolute mediator
between God and man The mistake
of non Catholics consists in interpre
ting St. Paul's words as if they exclud
ed any other medjator. We know from
Holy Scripture that God g-aciously
accepted the mediation both of men and
angels, and St. Paul himself calls
Moses a ‘‘mediator '’ (Galatians il: 19
20.) “ 1 stood between the Lord and
you,'” says Moses in Deut. v: 2, 5
And Goo Himwell speaks as if He could
not act without this intercession—as it
it were real'y a necessary condition for
the besto #al of His graces: '*I sought
among them for a man,’’ he says, ‘‘that
might stand in the gap before me, in
tavor of the land, thas I might no . de-
stroy it, and I found mnone ' (Ezech.
xxii: 20.) “ It there be an angel to
mediate for him, then God is gracious
to him and says : Loose bim from going
down to the pit ; | have found a ran-
som '’ (Job xxxiii; 23.)

We clearly ree from these passages
of Huly Seriptare that God Is pleased
to acoept the mediarion of men, to say
nothing of that of angels. This beiog
80, what mast we think of the power
snd efficacy of the mediation of the
priest in his official, sacerdotal capac-
ity, whose dignity and power, as sach,
are greater than that of angels ! He
is, indeed, as Tertullian calls him,
** another Christ ;' his digaity is such
that, according to St. Bonaveature,
the gentle St. Francis said : ** Were I
to meet an angel and a priest together,
I would honor the priest in preference
to the angel.”” And the great Car-
dinal Newman, sp-aking of the earthly
lite of the Blessed Mother of God after
the Ascension, says: ‘‘She did but
humbly seek her Son in their (the
priests') daily Mass, who though her
ministers in heaven were her superiors
in the Church on earth.”” When the
priest prays for the people, and when
he offars up the holy Ssacrifice of the
Mass he acts as Christ. He acts in the
name and by the delegation of Christ
He does not say : ** This is the body of
Christ,”” or ** This is the blood of
Christ,"’ but, “*This is My body, this is
My blood."

We read in history that the Porta
guese admiral, Albuguerque, was, with
his vessel, in a fearful storm that
threatened every moment to over-
whelm them. Falling on his knees, he
soized an infant, and holdirg it up to
the angry clouds, he cried: * O God,
Almignty Father, save ns for the sake
of this innocent babe.”” His prayer
was instantly granted. With how much
more clemency does not God hearken
to us when He beholds, daily, from
the rising of the sun to its setting, the
all holy, ionocent Jesns lifted up on
high by the consecrated hands of His
priests, beseeching the Heavenly
Father for mercy and blessings upon
Iis children. The priest prays to
God for the people, and like a heavenly
dew God’s graces are showered down
upon individuals and families ; npon all
the people.

Do we sufliciently realize the groat
gift that God has left us, in giving to
us this thrice royal priesthood ? We
fear not. Do we pray God to bless,
defend and reward our priests ? Do
ve fervently ask God to keap and pre
serve oar spiritual fathers in His Holy
Grace, that they may perform their
God given mission and duties as
worthy ministers of God and brothers
of Jesus Christ—the Great High Priest
of God? Do we daily pray for the
otornal rest and perpetual light for the
souls of our departed Fathers in God ?
We earnestly ask each of our readers
to honestly ask themselves these seri:
ous questions. It they can answer
“ Yes,” may God be thanked . if
“No,"” then, from to-day, make amends.
God will surely bless and reward you
for prayiog for your priests, living or
dead.—Catholic Citizea.
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STRANGE TREATMENT OF
BIBLE

The North China Dally News, April §, 11

I found a week or two ago, says a
Bible agent of Yung Ping Fu Chihli
Province, China, that our copies of the
Scriptures were being surreptitiously
bought from colporteurs on the streets
and then employed in wrapping up cop-
per coins, much in the same way that
dollars are wrapped up by foreign
banks. The reason for this is that
Scriptures are sold much too cheaply ;
cheaper, indeed, than the commonest
paper that can be purchased in China,
and it seems that the Bible soocisties
should agree together to raise the price
somewhat. Better smaller sales than
such wanton destranction of the Saored
Book. A large firm that had so used
our books sent a written apology, un
dertook not to repeat the offense and
contributed the sumjol $20 in gold to the
government boys' school in Tieatsin,
In the settlement of this case, it is a
pleasure to add that we are indebted in
great measure to the Roman Catholic

THE

Bishop, to whom the ofending business
house appealed.
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The birth of our Saviour was an-
nounced in a miracalous maunor by an
angel to a few shepherds, and they
spread the news throughout Judea, It
was made known to the Gentiles in a
no less wonderful maoner. A star,
never seen before by them —and many
of them were skilled in astronomy —
appeared moving through their eastern
sky. At once there came to their
minds an old prophecy spread through-
oat heathendom, because it was spoken
before heathens almost filteen ceaturies
before, when Balsam, at the request of
the king of Moab, opened his mouta to
curse the people of Israel, but in spite
ot himself olessed them and foretold
their future glory. *‘ A star sball rise
out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall spring
up from Israel. . . . vut of Jacob
shall He come that shall rule.”” ( Num
bers, 24:17, 19.) A vague idea was
abroad thet it was time for this pro-
pheoy to be fulfilled ; and the Wise
Men of the gospel, who according to
readition were three in number, con
claded taat this star was a divine mes
senger.

It can scarcely be supposad that these
three were the only ones who saw the
star. And among the others who
noticed it there mast have been many
who could have followed it with far less
trouble than the Wise Men. Tradition
again says that these latter were kings,
snd kiogs of course could have the besc
travelling facilities which the age
aflorded. But evea with these there
was still much inconvenience. Chey
must ride on horses, mules or camels
for many days, weeks, perhaps months,
aad for a great part of the time they
could have no shelter at night but
their teats, and this during the coldest
season of the year. Bat besides this
there were otner reasons why it was
more difficalt for them to leave home
than it woald be tor the meanest of
their subjects. How would affairs of
state go while they wure away ? Even
nowadays a constitational monarch
rarely jouroeys any great distance
trom his kingdom, though he can have
daily aod hourly communication with
his government by telegraph. Bat ir
olden times, if a king was absent for a
few months, there wasalmost invariably
serious disturbance among his subjects.
When he returned, he might find olivil
war raging, or worse still for him, a
asurper on bis throne This was oneot
the risks which the Wise Men were
taking.

Aghxin, travelling was very unsafe in
those days, onacoount of robbars. The
poor waytarer did not run a great deal
of 1anger, but what a rich prize to
capture a king and hold him for ran-
som Or, it he had to pass through un-
friendly territory, wnat a chance it
afforded his enemies to avenge some
national injury, or gratify some national
jealonsy. These thoughts must all have
come before the minas of the three
kings, for they were Wise Meo, and no
one is worthy of that name who does
not prudently consider the probable
consequences of any course of action
which he is ahout to follow. But none
of these considerations could infla~nce
them to stay at bome. They set out
without delay to follo# the star
whithersoever it might lead them.

They came such a dis ance, at such
inconvenience, and thought themselves
amply repaid vhen they found the R
deemer. And we koow that e is upon
our altars, in the tabernacles of our
churches. e caiis us as distinctly as
He called the Magi. And very often
we refuse to come! No fears influ.
enced them to stay at home., How
often we allow ourselves to be infla
enced. The weather is too bad for
going to Mass—though not for going
anywhere else ; fasting may injure oar
health ; prayer takes up too much
time ; we leave the initiative in some
good work to others. How many hang
back from seeking admission to the
Church, because they are afraid it will
affect their prospects in lite. How
many negiect to make restitution, be
cause they fear to bring themselves to
want ; they do not wish to deprive
themselves of certain comforts for the
sake of saving money to pay their law-
fal debts. The star is before our eyes;
the word of God is ringing in our ears;
itis our duty to rise and follow it with-
out delay.

The Magi bad to enter Jerusalem,
and exposs themselves to the derision
of the pesple as men following a will-
o-the-wisp, and to the anger of Herod.
How many Catholics are deterred by
similar fears from refasing to drink,
from showing displeasure at bsck-bit
ing or obscenity.

The Jews knew that the Mossias was
to be born in Bethlehem, but their
knowledge did them no good, rather
did it make them more gnilty. They
did not seek the Redeemer to adore
Him, Herod knew where the Redeem-
er was to be born ; he sought Him to
slay Him. How many Catholics are
like the Jews. They know that Christ
abides in His Church ; but they will
not come to Him to receive the pardon
of their sins, to receive the Bread of
Life. It does not suit them to come
jast now ; they intend to come bye and
bye, at the eleventh hour. But those
who put off their conversion to that
hour generally die at half past ten.
One day when they least expeot it,
the ory rings in their ears : ** Thou
fool, this night thy soul is required of
ttee.’

Others seek their Saviour as Herod
did, with murderons intent. They
make themselves guilty of the body
and blood of the Lord by sacrilege.
Others slay their neighbor's sounl by
scandal, perhaps even the soulsof their
own little children : ‘*\Whatsoever you
have done to the least of My brethren
you have done to Me."”

What part are we going to play in

fﬁbaccu and

Dr. MoTaggart's

Jor Habits

emedy removes all

desire for the weed { days, A vegebtable
medicine, and onl, ulres touching the
tongue with 1b ocoas! y. Prioe §2

Truly marvelous ar resuiid from taking
his remedy for the lig hablt  Ysasafe and
inexpansive homs treatment, no hypodermic
injections, no publicity no loss of time from
businese, and a certainty of oure.

Addreas or ennanit Dr. MoTaggart, 75 Yonge
syreet. Toronbde, Canada,

this New Year —that of the Maglo
doolle to the inspirations of grace or
that of the Jews or of Herod, independ-
ent or hostile?

The faith of the Magi was great when
they set out to follow the star, still
greater when the star disappeared, but
heroic when without hesitation they
entered ths stable. ‘' They are not
disgusted by the stable,”’ says St.
Bernard, * not offended by the swad-
dling clothes, not scandalized by the
.;lle“ Infant ; ‘falling down they adored
l m" ”

They offered Him gifts : gold to the
King of Kings; frankincense of God ;
myrrh to the Man of Sorrows, the
Savionr. We, too, can offer gifts. The
Scripture shows us love under the im-
age of gold : **I counsel thee to buy of
Me gold tried in the fire.”” (Apoc. 3:
18) How shall we purchase love?
With love. By loving our neighbor we
learn to lova God. Incense is some
thing exhaled, which produces its effect
by its own destruction. To remounce,
forget, sacrifice ourselves in God's ser
vice, is to offer Him the incense He
desires. And myrrhis a type of morti
fcation, for as wyrrh embalms the
body, mortification embalms the soul.
A resolution to practise these three
virtaes, love, self-sacrifice and morti-
fication should be our thanks-offering
for the gift of faith bestowed upon our
ancestors on the first Epiphany,—The
Casket.

—— e —

Masses for Non-Catholics.

“ Does the Church allow the offering
of Masses tor the souls of non Catho
lics 2"’ Assuredly— private Masves.
This doubt was submitted to the Holy
See some years ago by a priest of the
diocese of Cleveland, and set'led by an
aflirmative answer as above. Ths
Courch is incomparably more broad
than many of her members seem to
have any idea of and the uncovenanted
mercies of God are, of course, past un-
derstanding. It should never be for
gotten that innumerable Catholics are
in the position of one who has been de-
frauded ot an inheritance and perhaps
never had a suspicion of his depriva
tion It is easy to believe that at the
hour of death, in some mysterious way
there is restoration—a triumph of
tl‘llvine jnstice and a victory of divine
ove. .

INDIAN WHO IS A PRIEST.

A POTTAWATOMIE WHO BPOKE IN THBE
TONGUE OF HIS FATHERS IN ROME.

To ne the first fall blood indian to
become a Catholic priest, says the
Topeka Capital, is the unusual dis
tinction of the Rev. Father Albert
Negahnqaet of Kansas, now conducting
religions labors among his fellow race-
men in the Oklahoma and Indian Ter-
ritory. So far as now known Father
Negahnquet is the only living Catholic
priest wno is a fall blood Indian.

Farher Negahnquet was born on the
Po‘tawatomie Reservation near St.
Mary's this state, in 1877  Soon after
wards he was brought to Topeka by his
parents and in the Church of the As
sumption here he was baptized. He
was the youngest of a family of ten
children.

His parents and members of the
family removed to Pottawatomie
county, Ogkla.,, where there are now
many memners of that tribe. In the
southern part of that country the Cath-
olics in an early day established a
great community—a monastery, schools
and the like, The missioners of that
church naturally came and worked
among the Indians near by. Father
Negahnquet, as a boy, was sent to the
school. He was an interesting child,
readily tractable, and he applied him
self to his studies. Mother Katherine
Drexel, daughter of tne millionaire
Drexel of Philadelphia, on the occasion
of one of her periodical visits,took notice
of this particalar little Todian boy.
She never forgot him, and when he
became old enough she sent him to the
large Iodian school at Carlisle, Pa.
Later he was transferred to the Cath-
olic University at Washington, D. C.,
with the purpose in view of educating
him for the priesthood.

He was the honor man at Washington
and from there he went to Rome. He
studied philosophy and theology there
in the Propaganda College, being one
year in the College of the Pope.
Before the departure from Rome of
priests of this class it is customary for
each in bhis mother tongue to give an
address. [t must have been strange
when the young American Indian priest
came forward and in the tongue of his
fathers, the warlike Pottawatomies,
sp ke,

Then Father Negahnquet sailed away
to Oklahoma Territory, and for a fow
weeks was the guest of his parents in
their rude home. Soon afterward be
saug the first Mass ever sung by & foli
blood Indian priest on American soil,
in the big Catholic Church, at Ok'a-
homa City, Okla. His ordination was
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by Bishop Theophile Meerschaert «f
Guthrie, Okla. The

the first Indian priest and of having
him in that diocese.

Sinee coming back to America, three
years ago, Father Negahnquet has
labored faithfully among his people and
those efforts have been well rewarded.

————————————

Religion of he Soul.
The Irish priests . . . have taught
the people a religion which penetrates |
their lives and which in its essential
features is not tar from the spirit of |
Christ. Such a religion is not to be |
taoght by words. The man who imparts
it must understand it and possess it in
his own sou.—Feview of Reviews
(quotation )
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A New Year's Talk

? at the end of one year 3
g of another one, Is
take stock.

on were to die to night,

you go ?
gou keep on living a8 you al
will your end be ?
» a wan lives, 80 usually ¢
Deathbed repentances
s reliance for admission i

m.

l‘llocan't. be good,”’ say som
5. 1 can't control my b
/¢t subdue my flesh.””
don't say that you can’t. 8
s won't. Say that you '“ll‘
§ means. Say that you won
occasions of sin. Say ¢!
't pay the prioe of purity. §
: won't be abstemious, ti

't ¢ swear off "’ from
uor, that you won't quit
vy suppers, that you wor
ur imagination clean, that y
un vicious company. Say
't ask the protection of the
irgin, say that you won't go
jommunion every month. B

yay that you can’t. :
Indeed there should be in |
|sume progress in spiritualit
growth in holiness, some ad
the practice of virtue. By (
tion you were made & soldi
Floly Ghost and given fortitu
onght to be a veteran DOW,
‘ighter against the tempter, !

| ucfler, irm to resist, mighty t

uature with grace.

Resolve to be clean, tc hav
ward look, to keep a pure
associate only with the bes
people. i

After attending to the in
your soul, you want W0 COI
needs of your mind. What
reading? A course of histor,
of biographies, the poets of
or what ? What are you f
Socialism, the money guestion
ity, tue issue of railroad
viat ? '

Next, you should consider
uess affairs. Are you ary
this year than you were las
vou made any progrese
ion have you ?

Then the welfare of yocr o
te considered, Are you t
right 2 Are you taking ca
Lealth ? Do you take exl
bathe every day ? Do you
wxoeesive use of tobacoc, )

vier ?

And what about enlargin
ber of your desirable acu
inereasing your bank acoo
shares in a building and lo
b a home ?

n!y;lg‘ good son to your
pood brother to your br
sisters, s good lover %0 )
Leart, never staining bher s0
» good friend to your frie
wember of some good Cati
ond & good business mar

Resolve to act as you cug

ease God and man in 190

| scordaire’s Advice to = Fo

. . The first thing ¢
{ian ought to have, where
be, is a father, a master,
iriend is the first thing :
tnd. You need a heart de
und able to keep you i th
Then you must have tne
youpg men of your owr &
way throw you in the wi
pet, but it may also tkr
vompany unworthy of you.

Such, my dear friend, it
't you follow it, you will
ine good principles whick
ut Soréze school, and thos
17y shielding your morals :
ening your character, wi
10 escape the perils of the
which you are about to en

It you issue from it faitl
religious, your whole lif
vy it ; you will be thorou

n the principles of trut
Alas ! how many young
1all away without wishi
‘rom weakness in whick
tnow where to look for s
& increased by their p
which, haviog become
second nature, leaves the
source but those final

God sometimes grants :
death! 1 trust that wi

oase. You will fight ag:

will remember your SO
the affection I bore yo
some day find you what |

e,

Alwaye® Absorbing K

I know young people
yuaired a better educatic
vare, through the habit
or of carrying a book o
pocket to read at odd
taking courses in the
schools than many *
<hrough college.

Youths who are gui
new ideas, and who &
sontact with saperior
siten acquire a persol
even, to a remarkable
mental power.

The world is a gr
From the cradle to t
slways in God's grea
where everything is tr;
its lesson, to give us
Some people are alwa
ways storing up’precio
edge. Everything ha
them. It all depend:
that can see, the mind
priate. \

Very few people eve!
their eyes. They |
world with a super
things ; their eye pic
and 80 dim that detail
strong impression is m

The eye was inte:r
educator. The brair
never getting out to
it depends upon
six servants, the
it material, and

of it comes througl
man who has learned
things looks with kis
in Success.




