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what malign power has interfered to | head
mar such perfection ?
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CHAPTER IX.

PRELUDES.

OlLBILG i phile

dabbled in ; one not only vitalized by hLis
real affection for the child, but by his
love for his own peculiar process of rea-
soning ; and to circumvent Fate in her
regard should be, he determined, from
henceforth the object of his life. And
g0 it way that this Roman exquisite, this
wine-taster of philosophy, this good-
natured eynie, this man of pleasure and \\\'hr)

Strangely enough, Claudia was un-
willing to lay off the Ktruscan chain,
with its jewelled amulet, when, wearied
by the fatigues of a most happy day,
and very sleepy, Zilla disrobed her for
the night. The marvellously delicate
workmanship and intricate design of
the chain, the facets of the great ruby,
the pearls which encireled it, she had
traced over and over again with the
tips of her sensitive finge until the
form of each was familiar to her senses,
ind she knew that they were beau-
tiful.

* Yes, my dear one ' said Zilla, in
reply to her childish insistenze, ** they
are indeed beantiful ; the chain might
be made of spun sunbeams, it is so
bright ; and the ruby glows like a flame,
and the pearls are white and lustrous.
But, my child, the true worth of a gift
depends on the giver; the most price-
less thing would lose its value if pre-
sented by one who is false.”

Here again was the old, puzzling
mystery of her life. How was it that
Zilla could tell more of the chain and
jewel than herself 2 Her fingers con-
veyed one thing to her mind, Zilla's
words another. But why ask the riddle
to be solved, only to be again baflled ?
As swiftly as the thought had come, just

quie
ol a
“

of varied learning entered upon a task |
whieh, viewed [rom every point, was the
most congenial he had ever under-
taken. He was not religious according
to his polytheistic beliel, and often
secretly questioned it, and would have

drav
turt
self

and greater ; but he knew of nothing, | wha
g0 what mattered it, when life was s0 "wes
short 7

In the cool of the afternoon Fabian

had confided many loving words w0 him
for her father, and went back to Rome | gua
to enjoy himself, and wateh Laodice.
After several days’ absence, Nemesius
had a temporary release from hig | of {
official duties, and hastened with hun-
gry heart to his villa. After embracing
his child, he discovered with the quick

parently pale, and her
languid. Alarmed, he questioned Zilla
aside, only to learn that she too had | abl

LA ugs complained of pothing, and was frce | cor
:‘.\mm) did she banish it ; then, throw- | y.om fever, she could in no way account

ing her arms round the pale, patient | g, j¢ ¢ unless,”” she added, ‘‘the sud- | to
W ne an ing ) » wok acail - 444 1 » ' i

voman, and nestling her cheek against | gen hot weather has caused it.”" Al Fa
hors , 9ai 1 a li y oh e T X . k&
hers, she said, with a little laugh : though this did hot dispel his anxiety, .

as

By the gods! it { hisarm supporting her.
remains to be seen if the decrees of Fate | was regular and soft, except when at
intervals, a low, quivering sigh escaped

cheeks

liked to test it by something higher l beside her.

expands, it will find space, food, cour-
age, and in the sympathetic intercourse

which will prepare her for that inevit-
able
of which she is now only vaguely con-
scrutiny of love that herface was trans- | scious, shall be revealed to her under-
movements | standing.
come when it may ; therefore, to en-

observed the change; but as Claudia | ness must be replaced by some healthy

That is what the wise Jew had said

reclining on her father's breast,
Her breathing

ips. Sodeep and tranquil was her | low
ber, that Nemesius bore her to her
h, and laid her upon her pillow | thei
out disturbing her.
moment gazing down at her angelic

countenance, an inlimte tenderness auu | Lhek
sorrow in his eyes.
did not stir; her flesh was moist and
cool, the fever glow had faded from her

He waited, but she

and lips, and she breathed shot
tly ; yethe could not divest himsell
sense of uneasiness.

totire,” he whispered to

Zilla,

had returned, and stood waiting ; examining their faces with the tips of

will stay here, and call thee if | her

needed,”’ bee
loft alone, and scereely daring to

v a long breath, lest it should dis- | mer
) the child, Nemesius disposed him- | her
in a large chair, and sat motionless
Suddenly he remembered | her
t the Jew-healer Ben Asa had said: | doe
he must have companionship with

those of her own age ; she must be made | abs
accustomed to meet
said farewell to his little cousin, who | thereis awakened a human interest out-
side the narrow associations hitherto | ha

strangers, until | the

rding her life. Then, as her mind

riends, a better conception of life,

moment when her darkness, of
end
the
This will be a shock to her, | crt
o her to bear it, all morbid sensitive-

wditions.”’
all
Nemesius, and had repeated to | be
hian.

¢« 1 should have thought of this be-

made al
under the feathery palms and fragrant
limes, where, with merry chatter and

providing the sweet

oranges their wine.
Hide-and-seek among the jasmine and

rose-covered arbors, through the shady

favorite games, in which Claudia, guided | .
by one or another, took part, running |

as she was not conscious of her afllic-
tion. They wondered a little, as well e Ll ; ph ?

they might, but promised toobey, being THAT SELF LOVE CHIEFLY KEEI'S A PER-
too full of delightful anticipation to al-

Bl

any doubts to disturb them.

(Claudia, who had been prepared for 1
be nothing of thine own.

r visit, was_waiting on -the portico

Then he stood | with her father and Zilla, when her K
young guests arrived,
X @i

and received

fresco feasts for themselves

1less laughter, they strove o imitate
y banquets of their elders, the
shed violets on which they reposed
unguents, and

du

ha
wi
th

eys, around the mossy grottoes, and
hind the statues, was one of their

it

ci

“Thou ?“'L-"“I.V jealous, I know ; but | o was willing to accept the possibility, fore,” he mused. « The Jew is right: | like a young fawn with the most fleet- | Wi
“‘l‘"| "'_l"“;'-. ~}Ml‘( ’f“."' 'l'l""lv {"_'1' ‘l‘;\"', ”"l": especially since, rev ived by his pl‘(. - | I see it. The birds, flowers, fountains, | flooted of them all. There was no past- ‘ wi
*,.rl")[.:‘. L.I:::”;\ :;l\:-.t,),.l, “\\'lj,.‘,“'v.::vl.]-l lu:- u!w.-' (f\uh!i:l had brightened up, and with the al.)surd little dnnkt;y. will not | time entered 'm“,"m which she w_ruld l s{«]
this §—oh, nol no! How 1---|n’f<| fansd was more like herself. " always satisfy thee ; even A\”le, with | not take part. Zilla never lost sight | %
s R ; “ What ailed thee, my daughter? | all her love and care, is too Wwise and | of them ; however, she would not re- s
love one "'h‘"" very touch ”““k('” my | he asked presently. o ; \;.:r:v'(- a compauion for thee, my beauti- | strain them by "her presence, but Hi
heart shiver: At first I would have “ Nothing, nothing; only sometimes | ful child, My duties—duties as terrible | hovered around, to be near enough to
orn it ’l fate, yet demanded by the exigencie ccident from P

ff, and thrown it under Grillo's :

my head feels light, and my feet heavy
feot : but he—my father bade me not 3 B WAL RS 28 gt s
opulse her kindness for his salk And
yow-—now I am glad I did not do so ; for

and I get tired when I walk mueh ; but | of
Grillo helps me—he would walk about | gr
the wholesday with me on his back, and | p1
; s0 beautiful that I like res, Ve g ity '
. \"' )eaul ful that I like it—yes, very | sometimes he paces all the way to the | se
muaen. A : v
- 7 : %! cascade without being led, the dear old | th
Zilla listened to her artless words, | Grillo!” she said laughing
smoothing back the golden hairfrom her Nemesius too \\'uul;l‘ have ecast aside | he
forehe $ s CAressing P . 2 : 3 ez el
orehead th softly caressing hand ;| i) further anxiety about her indis-

|
ish glow that now erimsoned her cheeks
and tips, and felt he

to urge her further, thinking it best
that Nemesius himself should decide
the question ; and until then perhaps io Ay “ Nt o
ot longer than the morrow—what harm quickly aganst IR SN 6 Wil oy
: 1 > “ i : ; do to question her, lest it alarm her,
e I“‘; ,(“ i “l "|_l e |“|l“ "|“ 'i”":"' nt | e thought ; ** but in the morning the | w
AL RMING W such delight?  NORE€, | 641 skillful physician in Rome shall see
she imagined, unless it held some un- | pap " i
holy spell inteoded to work evil to the A heavy sadness stole over the fond
.-h|-l(|. She had, with keen perception | f,iher; sorrowful memories arowded | 1c
quickened by her love, more than sus-
octod the designs of

th

L4 N & Laodice, :”,"l be- | (1o leaden stillness that portends the | 1i
""‘"l‘;'l”:“.‘l“" :‘I':;:“’l“l\Ill:;“l'l’lli‘; ‘l:‘l. :l‘ll‘»t“‘l’l‘)li‘nll:il‘u‘(\: storm, seized ,“l“"_‘ h“”', With a strong ‘ u
o ' > 2 effort he shook off the intolerable and | fe
1y ornament be one of the instruments | ., vessive shadow, feeling as if he had | a
employed h:‘- her "'f‘ the purpose—some just aw vkened from a lm’;rihlc «1;' n. }
otent magical 'l'.\v“‘“‘ ¢ : 1t had only lasted for a few mowments, and “ a

While these thoughts were passing | (laudia’s Voice sounded to him like the 1

hroug! /’. 1s ¢ ( 1 i [

rough 7 m" s “"‘“ ], Cla win  fell | (weetest music; for she had gone on 1
asleep, and, lifting her In her strong, | {a1king, thinking by his gilence that he
to r " s y lai he ) ar g . e . ot S e ‘

ender \ ms, she | laid her u on her | y.qlistening to every word she uttered.
lainty white m‘un- 1. The flutings of a | ¢ Who brought thee this costly gift,
nighti o, full of vibrant sweetness | goay child 2 It is rarely beautiful,”” he

n “O i o [ S8 ) ) il- N

nd v 'i'” ctions, thrilled (|h'l f"l gaid, as by a quick movement of hers | ¢

,,HU Fiars . l“ o "' s . drifting | {}e ruby amulet flashed into the light, .
wrough the vine draped wincow, 18t | and he held it up by the rich Etruscan “

whiteness ) o ¢ .
yRHek \eross - th chain for a nearer view.

its luminouns
yreast  of o slumbering child, just
whero the ruby, gleaming on her stain-

Jess robe, was stirred by the even pul-

wOn! 1 had forgotten! T meant to}
tell thee, my father. That lady to | ¢
whom thou didst s [ must be polite

| and, by the gods !

heart beating too L must be peaceful ;
e subdned light, the musical voices | distinction which might be felt.

dallied
slumbers as deep as hers. fr

his mind, and an indefinable dread, like | of arms around his neck. Hesaw the sun-

rosy from

smiles. t
tones to Zilla some little distance away

impulse was to rush to Blosed Tiord
his arms ; but would it not be rude to | essed LJ

breathing ; at

the times, and the glory of Rome— | th
im, sickening duties, that wring daily | tu

otests from my nature— keep me | be

no more time shall
y lost."’ i

wnd, although not satistied, she forebore | Until far in the night Nemesius kept | to distinguish her young friends ;
thoug «l. she forebore Py 1 . Woe . . " 0

it 8 Pt Ore | 4 o¢ition, had he not noticed the fever- | vigil beside Ler, whose dreams he knew, | although she had her preferences, her |

| by the smile that half parted her lips, | sv

until the silence, | re

of the night stealing in, and the soft | sc

hispering of the leaves as the zephyrs | rc
with them,

He was awakened by a kiss, and a | w
»w sweet laugh, and the soft clinging | h

\prr\(:nt any uuntoward

rated too often and too long from looked the Tiber, and atother above
e ; but now [ have found the remedy, | the cascade.

soothed him to | Claudia, although not fully recovered

oughtlesssness or a spirit of adveu-
re—for there was a dangerous spot to
, avoided where the red wall over-

th

With her flne sense of hearing and
wuch keenly alert, Cl wudia had learned
and,

[ i
te

veet instinetive sense of politeness
strained her from making the slightest
And
) the days passed happily in an endless
yand of innocent enjoyment ; and

rom her mysterious illness of a few
eeks before, bad now a soft glow on

u
er cheeks, and her countenance more

C

s

ved as lovely as one of the Gr

GOOD,.

hurtful to see than anything in the | for the

one must lay aside sentiment in form-

labors for the salvation of the indivi-

such, but from the very fact that God

s made her a legislative authority A
th a mission to all mankind, she must | Peing closed and the monks and nuns
regard the whole social body as greater expelled for the crime of teaching

an any wmere individuals that go to
make it up.

ed view of it and to mistake the pur-

the Church's mission on earth that her
laws are
burdensome.

the family as having merely to do with

the limits of time and space, but which
reaches all-powerfully into the world to
COme,

{
being to safecuard the home and per- |
ect the individual, she has to lay down \
general laws affecting the

. . i wervthing else she v, whilst
frequently wore its old bright expres- le~ in everything else she does, hil
ght spreadin tremulous golden shadows | sion, while to Zilla's fond eyes she ap-

= p N iec ) g an' ich-
pon the walls, and for an instant he | pe: and only object worthy of man's high

| est endeavor, her legislation is such as

. r —
cial News, an expert on such matt
as its title indicates: -

“ The French premier's policy
persecution is causing dismay -"]l't
colleague at the ministry of ]\,.I( pe

France is already faced with a defl it
which she does not know how to .‘wlL
good, and this is the moment (‘II‘“M
expulsion of the re \' vn

IMITATION OF CHRIST.

rs,

ON BACK FROM THE SOVEREIGN
Son, thou must give all for al), and
now that the love of thyself is more

gious

n with sweet, timid soma : whila world. . = orders, The business invols
they, as bright as their own sunny Kverything, according o ke 1ov¢ | sides, o din ey
skies, were satisfied, and thought how and inclination which thou hast to it, | wealth  production 1\\Iml e V.8
beautiful she was, and how much they cleaves to thee more or less. paying capacity) charges ; 1-1. o
1ld love bher. first she shrunk If thy love be pure, simple and well- | following : For the ;“1»' jort ShE, A
from them ; their strange voices con- thou wilt not be a captive to | aged and invalid indi ‘|.-l|,ll (.M? s
fused her, and her well-bred instincts, . » kept by the Orders IITM-' | a1
together with her shyness, forbade her not that, which thou mayest | ,oor law in France) ;'\ sum ‘.”;: i
not have. £5,000,000 (that is 00,0000 1
fingers, by which she would have Seek not to have that which may | ynpnum, and for new schools 1
n able to distinguish one from the "‘;‘“"" thee or rob thee of thy inward place of the (‘In.s("ll I li"i.-||~“ ¢ s
other; but ina day or two all embarrass- l""“")" . capital sum for «-(-nsnlu-;‘hm al ‘h e
it wore off, and the girls quite won It is wonderful that thou wilt not | of £1,270,000 (36,350,000 A g
timid heart by their gentle merry from the very bottom of thy heart com- | fop the new u::u-l“:‘ s at e
ways, their genuine delight in her doves, mit thyself wholly to Me, withall things | €308 193 annually (31, 610 <.~.|“ v
magical bird, the cascade; their | that thou canst desire or have. Combes is an L"N]l'll;’l\v |.- il
ile behavior to Zilla, and their wild P France." il
merriment over Grillo, as he with ONE LAW FOR ALL. And vs)u:gi:nl\y to the poor of France
urd gravity bore one and another of <o —the working, laboring massc
iem up and down the chestnut avenue. | pjg CHURCH LEGISLATES GENERALLY AND | Will have to pay the bulk of the y
With them, guided by tender, clasping NOT INDIVIDUALLY. creased taxes rendered necessary S
ha u!?, she danced to the musig of By Bisior MONTGOMERY. ‘inlm\‘}- indicated. There is no poor 1
/.1‘11:1 s lute ; .t*» rether, near the foun- For ;mymw.L“.nlnrl'xc or non-Catholie, | 12 F rance. None has hiterto beep
::Ill:)]‘,u:]l;ef):.;g:l,‘:lls:{lill‘l;:\,;(itil‘:‘g‘g,“:l\.s to understand :Am(l appreciate ”]‘. _\p.-”.n n;-mlm!l._ _l he ]u'm: \u-'rn- cared for by
PSS y "y 7 of the Church in her whole legislation, the religious orders and no tax for

their maintenance was put upon the

ing a judgment of her, and bear in | People. But now the orders arc driven
mind that the Church, though she | out of the country and there must be a

poor law and poor-houses, and the
people must pay the cost and the e ot
of the new schools and teachers wi ‘A‘A
must be provided, the r¢ ligious schools

al, cannot look at the individual as

without expense to the State.

The wonder in all this business iy

o . | that the people valize

And even when we speak of society | YR Une people do uot realiz
: e N Y'Y | jousness of the situation—the ¢
is not simply in the aspect of its | of the wrong and injury )
yridly well-being, but of society in | ong swa injury cono ems
! ’ selves by themselves.

For, of course

A ” 0 |
jich, whilst we are to secure for our- |
4 A .. | they are the wrongdoers i1 8
lves what 18 needed here, we are, | . " . ‘
=t : | instance. By their votes Combe nd
ove all, to labor for the eve rlasting | | !
| his p.rty are enabled to «
|

lvation of the soul. To consider it

any other seuse is to take a contract I'he .

| their destructive policy.
pressors ol the religions hous d

| preas
se of life entirely. And it is pro- | Teligious schools—the robbers ol the
sely because of a false view of life on !I PEL o “.I'u do ‘1-1"’( laim a
je part of many, and a false view of | thaV they, Ha¥e e POOR

‘h:u-lu Certainly they have not ail the
| people, for there are Catholics 1
“mls and devoted still in F
| the majority, whether fre
|
1

sometimes thought to be

sard the individual or

She cannot r

or indifference, seem to be

of the evil doers. Perhaps whe

\is world, but, on the contrary, as in-
sgral parts of the mystical body ot
hrist, which is not circumseribed by

i majority begins to feel, as soor
that the issne involved

‘ appeals to their pockets they

| a different view of their d 1t the
" ballot box.—N. Y.
|

e
THE WAY CONVERIS CUME

Converts are made in the
| ministry one by one. A zealous |
seeking an opportunity to s
faith, finds it in his dealings w
ndividual, He aecquires gencrally an
influence over his heart before he 1it i)

Freeman's Jour

Consequently, her God-given mission

rdinary

whole ot

iankind, Butat the same time, in this,

ooking to the future life as the ultimate

Jt bewildered ; then he remembered | among her pretty, dark-eyed compan- | " yocome the ver an entrance into his head. It may be
: 2 ) : ) eome ] - ¢ .
11 the pain of the evening before, and | jons. Gt s | A . and often is one of the parties o
4 A 1 i o " socicty on earth as God intended it to | ® Pa W%
ow Claudia had fallen asleep in his Nemesins came une xpectedly one |, For God having ordained sciety mixed marriage who presents suchan
. B . . e “or Loc Aving yrdained SOCIE - :
rms, his vague dread and his watch | day; he was anxious about the child - 5 14, - y A NRSLOP Q0ES 8 '
4 o } lay ; 1 v | on earth and the future life as well, has opportunity. The pastor goes i ! 3

—all of which now seemed
he saw | v

yeside her,
ike a troubled dream, when

that her face was no longer pale, but | A
and waited for

sleep, and dimpled with

« Thou sluggard !"" he aid fondly,
¢ art thou at last rested
“§o rested that I awoke in time to
thea sleeping. [ heard thee
first it frightened me,

wateh

wnd touched thy dear face, and 1 knew

I knew who it was, and could not

{ her heart, until ( ) 3 e
’ ’\ “.‘_ . A '; d“ i‘m» % \" i‘ ; lill the | = Ly sake, gave it to me the day | wait, but kissed thee, and laughed at
NOIur 4 3IXC & & Lo ap- d » 4+ H
\ .”l 1il IL flery eye wit Iliu % ' i1 Fabian tovk me to the old Temple. | the thought of thy astonishment. How
pearec 0 ¢ 33 woe wate o .
vl tehing and | ¢ o was on her way to the villa of a | tired thou must have been to have |

moecking her. Nor could she in the
lays and nights that followed, divest
worself of the impre ssion that there was
something enclosed within the gem that
shreatened evil to the innocent one.

passed, and Nemesius
this, there

friend when she saw us, and stopped a
little while. She said she had met thee
on the road near our gates, and that
thou didst invite her to pay me a visit,
but that she had another engagement,
and would have to defer the pleasure.
cho was going away she

days
haont

'l‘!\ll'l'
was still BeN exeont
came no shadow to disturb the child’'s
life. She missed him, and longed for
him ; but with a little sigh she bravely
soaght her usual pleasures, and listened
with doepening interest to the daily
lossons which Zilla read to her, know-

% wi .« h

Phen when i€

threw the chain over my head, and said
I must wear it for her sake; and belore
1 could take it off to give it back to
her, she had driven away. What could
1 do, my father? 1 would have thrown
it under it under Grillo's feet, if T had

pge that this would b m. .
then

not remembered iy W ¢ g
y w o bet yas
love from her \I\]ln n : \mnul Imt, lu\; ¢ xuf'\lull ‘,t W 1?
a promise Lo see her the iked it, and would wear it, although
/
Zilla did not wish me to.

Fabian came, bringing

messages of

One day
Claudia
father, and
mowment his dutic
Jor heart being cheered, he soon won
er to langhter and merriment, as only

he could do. He

roloased him ; then,

eated

That was her artiess story,
slowly and with sleepy pauses as if it
were difficult to recollect.

The dark face of Nemesius flushed,

recognized with a

.cowl the ruby amulet hanging on her
broast, but made no remark lle had | and there was a momentary seintillation
his own thoughts about Laodice, and, in his eyes as he listened. Like the

rost of the pagan world, he was super-
stitious, placing faith in spells and
charms of magic; and, but for the
absence of a motive in this instance,
he would have believed that the curious

man of the world, had easily
+ character ; but why she

weing

vbhome
hould have given a iowel of inestim

ble value to this blind child, was be

nd his comprehension. He thought, [ !
ropy truly, that he could learn nothing jowel had some oecult property which

to try, would be only | Was working evil to his dear one; at

then and therd
any rate, he determined that she should

yxpending the m yments aimlessly, which
was cont y to his principles ; but he | no longer wear it.
would be | ent and watehful until he “1 do 1 ot like thee, love «f my heart,

to wear a gift so costly as this from a
stranger, however kindly meant. Will
it pain thee to part with it 2" he said,
tenderly.

“lere! here! take it, dearest
father ! she exclaimed, slipping it over
shat Claudia had been telling him about | her head and laying it in his hand ; 1
that | no longer care for it. 1t is beautiful,
but last night T dreamed 2 serpent was
strangling me, and I awoke stitled, and
found tte chain twisted so tightly that
almost gone. 1t has

found the clue to her motive wnd while
he was seeking it, she should never sus-
pect him, s0 entirely guileless would he
lll‘)l‘l"»

'hese

conclusions were rapidly

arrived at ; then he caught the thread of
he young doves-—oh ! so many
hey cr swidoed each other out ol the cote,
nd made great trouble trying to get
back into their right places; while the
futtered about making the my breath was

sl birds

nost mournful cries. And she and|fr Htened me all day ; take it, then,
irillo were the best ot friends ; he had for it might happen so again, Send it
jover laughed and tried to say per back to her.”

Bueco since that day he {rightened her “ No, darling, we must not offend the

lady, he replied. « 7illa shall have it
in safe-keeping until thou art grown up.
inder the beard of Silenus, at the grotto; Then thou wilt decide how to dispose
wnd Zilla says there are three little | of § e : 1
wggs in it il “ 1 shall never wear 18 again. Some
Fabian laughed acd encouraged her day I will give it to Fabian for a keep-
to chatter on; and she told him of her | sake; he likes it, and says it is a rare
lessons, and how she and Zilla made .it“"t‘l." sl answered drowisly.
garlands for the statues, and brought the ¢ Had I my will,"” thought Z'\H}\. who,
lii penates the irst and sweetest flowers sitting apart fn_)m them, had listened
that opened. with breathle:s interest to every .\\'(n‘d
[t was a strange study, the face of that had passed—"' had 1. my will, I
¢his man, with its expression of tender- would drop the accursed thing into that
Loss not unmixed with speculative won- fathomless pool up yonder at the old
der, as he gaved into the animated 'l‘l'mpl(:, out of which n'otl'l'lng that once
countenance of the lovely child. ¢ Why | enters 1s ever seen again. y
can she not sce?’’ he asked himself. After Zilla had received the jewel,
< Hor eyes are bright and beautiful ; | and gone away, Qlaudia fell asleep, her

0. ‘* And, oh! I forgot to tell thee
hat a thrush has built her nest right

dropped off to sleep here ! she said,

in caressing tones ** but now that thou
art awake, come, let us go out into the
warm, sweeb sunshine, among the roses ;
for the birds are calling.”

« After my bath, dear one, if thou
wilt spare me,”’ he answered, lavghing,
as he smoothed back the aureole of
golden hair from her round forehead,
and kissed it. Then he summoned
Zilla, and left her.

7illa saw at once the strange improve-
ment in Claudia’s appearance ; her fears
wore relieved, and she Jaughed when
the child told her, with little bursts of
merriment between, how she had found
her father asleep, and how she had
awakened him.

¢ That was how it happened,’’ she
added ; *“and I am well now, since he
is here. It always makes me ill when
he stays away SO long. Oh, the dear
Penates are very good to me, and we
will bring them the mosb beautiful
flowers to-day !

She was indeed better;
languor of the last few e
her voice had regained its own sweet
ring ; but Zilla observed, when she
bathed her, and arrayed her in fresh,
gpotless garments, that her limbs and
hands were tremulous, and her breath-
ing slightly hurried.

Such was the prelude of amost happy
day for Clandia, and of—changes which
turned the current of her life.

Nemesius lost no time in carrying out
his plan. There were a few families in
Rome with whom he had renewed
friendly relations alter his return from
Gaul,—whose ancestors and his own had
bequeathed a hereditary friendship to
their descendants, which, in time, had
grown to be almost as close as the ties
of econsanguinity. ~Among these he
found four or five girls about the age of
Clandia—daughters of noble and vir-
tuous matrons, who had guarded them
from contamination, and trained them
in the best precepts of pagan morality.
That his child should become their
friond was in accord with family tradi-
tions, and, with the consent of their
parents, he invited them to make her a
visit. Their elders knew of Claudia's
misfortune, tenderly sympathized with
her, and hoped that her contact with
the bright young lives of their own
daughters would conduce a little to her
happiness.

On the eve of their visit the young
people were warned of the little girl's
blinduess, and enjoined not to notice
it, or to question her even indirectly
about it, but to conduct themselves in
every particular as if there were no
difference between her and themselves

the heavy
were __’,'I)Ill‘,

and wished to see the effect produced

—and her first

leave her
' She hesitated, and did not move; but,
then I put out my hand and felt thine, | by and by, waiting her op yortunity, she
I 3 ‘ y Y 5 Pl Y
{
|

(

ipon her by this new phase in her life. I
As swift as light, the voice she loved
reached Claudia—al-

hough he was speaking in subdued

3
companions so abruptly ?

stole quietly away to seek him. She

had not far to go, tor, not having lost
sight of her for a moment, he came to
meet her. Nestling for an instant in |
his arms, her cheek pressed to his, and
her hungry heart satisfied with his
words of endearment and approval, she
flew back to her friends to propose some
nowpl‘.m!nrll:cir enjoyment. Bravely,
and for the love of her father, she de-
nied herself the happiness she most
prized on earth, that of being near him
little lesson of renunciation and
sacrifice, which was but infinitesimal 1n
comparison with a sublimer one in which
sho would take part in the near future.

During all these gay, happy days, the

gecret wish of (Claudia’s heart was that
they were over, S0 that everything
could Jbe as it was before, when there
was nothing to interrupt the sweet in-
tercourse andloving confidence between
her father and herself ; for were not
their hearts knit together as one?
The end came at last; her sweet seli-
denials and patient waiting were over:
hor guests were going home. Without
an inhospitable or ungenerous thought,
she was glad when, after a J¢ sta, which
was so beautiful and gay that it was the
erowning delight of their euatrancing
visit, the hour for their departure came.
Farewells, and thanks for the pleasure
of their visit and all the kind attentions
they had received, were spoken, and
they were gone, bearing with them
pleasant memories, and tender, pitying
thoughts of the blind girl, who had
boen so kind to them.  As the last echo
of their glad young voices died away,
Claudia still lingered on the portico,
refreshed by the violet-scented wind
that gently fanned her cheek, and the
silence that, like a balm, soothed and
rested her.

« Now, now, my father, thou wilt be
all mine once more!'’ she murmured.
“ Iaving thee, there will be nothing
left for me to desire. i shall hear thy
voice, thy hand will hold mine, and we
will talk and talk, and wander throngh
all the beautiful places, and rest under
the great ilex trecs, and by the foun-
tains ; and thou wilt langh at the fool-
ish things I tell thee, and there will be
no strangers to come between us, and
all will be just as it was before."’

When Zilla presently came to seek
her, it was in this happy mood she
found her, singing little snatches of
gsong without words, that she had
learned from the nightingales. But
were things to be as they were before ?

TO BE CC [INUED.

IMPURITIES IN THE BLOOD, Vhen the
action of the kidnoeye becomes impaired, im-
pu.ities in the blood are almost sure to tollow
and general derapgement f the system ensues.
Parmolee’s Vegetable Pills will regulate the
kidneys, 80 that they will maintain health
action and preveat the complicationa whic
certainly come when there is derangement of
these dolicate organs. Asa .rastorative these
Pills are in the first rank,;

complete and perfect that the best in-
terests of this te mporal existence are
secured to us, only by w rkin
things with a singleness of parpose for
the life to come.

| Kingdom of God and His justice, and

with his most tempring bait, and cal
fully and deftly plays him for
or it may be a Catholic companion,
zealous for his Protestant iriend, W

~(‘Ilj.::l;.‘,\\ the efiorts of ti t
| meet him, even by artilice,
| that he might by kindly manner andcor=

Jaced them in a divine harmony S0

|
|

lite and soul ut'\
|

|

in all

Therefore does oul
“ Seek ye first the

secure the first ste}

dial word
\ passage that leads throt .
the intellect. But the past 1lways

.1 these things shall be added unto |

you." | .
i —_—ee———— | acts on units, the diocesan band |

vy 3 | vides him with tens or hui dreds.

ROBBING TEE POOR. ! They come to learn, calumnies )

Before the robbery and suppression \' overthrown, pr ~.\{(hwu are dissolved,
and they are left in the best p

of the English monasteries by Henry

V111, there were no ‘* Poor Laws’ in | condition for the kindly tact
England. There was no need of any. pastor’s zeal. There was nevel
The Church—the Catholic Church—the non-Catholic mission that did
only Christian body then in existence bring Protestants closer in mind &
in Europe or in the world— took care ol heart to the Catholic Church. It
the poor, and mainly through the | Man who fears that a mnont g

agency of the monasteries, And in ‘“i;“i““ antagon the nor
those times, when all the Christian olic  people, fears against ex]

ience. I have mever seen it happen ;

world was Catholic, there were no '
on  the contrary, more kindly

B |murhuusus,” such as they have to-day y
in Englanda—big, dreary, barrack-like feelings result from Lh\“klm\\lr‘l_" L
puildings where the * pauper '’ hus- what Catholics really |.)c|ll‘\‘~"
band is separated from the ‘‘ pauper " But why cannot .".h.lﬁ work be don®
wife and where the * pauper '’ chil- by the regular missionary bands as
dren are brought up with the degrading }\'oll as by Lhy, diocesan bands ? D0
heand of official pauperism upon them. it could be, if they were numcro 8
There were no such institutions in ugh to he withdrawn from other
(atholic England or in Ireland until duties for that work. The «
Protestantism began and g ined the priests are more numerous and more
a»‘cvndcm-yiut,hurul]ngn[‘tlml country. widely distributed than the ""j"‘”'
The robbing of the monaster ies was clergy. In the province of New 10r%
the robbing of the poor, which resulted there are filve times as many s ans
in the State pauper-—the destitute, | &% regulars ; in one of its dioceses
houscless, homeless man, woman and | there are twenty seculars to one reg-
child, the outcasts of society, when ular, in another ten to one, il another
society divorced itself from the all per- seven o one, in another S \
vading charity of the Catholic Church, | © 0D and this in a “""""’;-‘
Pious kings and queens and princes and crowded or well settled. But the
nobles endowed monasteries and other day is not far distant, let W
religious institutions with lands and hope, when all “li-‘*"\“"i}l'i"‘- secular
moneys for charitable and educational and regular, will engage in the ~|w"“_w‘[
purposes. Thus the wmonasteries be- work of preaching to mon- ‘f"h‘"“"
came wealthy, but all their wealth was The Holy Spirit is giving the impulse
expended for the spiritual and temporal and preparing the Church for a great
benefit of the people around them. wissionary movement. t1ass over 1
Among those people there were no ** pau- to Macedonia and help us will
pers’’—no family without a home. The sounded out of the dark nlghl of /
monks were landlords, but they were in testantism, rapidly l‘“"“"".‘—’ its anchor-
every instance resident landlords, and | 2863, from earnest spiritual souls, seex*
they regarded the lands not as their | ing union with God wherever they I»n"ly
own but as the patrimony of the poor, find it. It is our opportunity, and G o
of which they were merely the cus- who guides His Chureh, will provide
todians and administrators. “And under | for it In the meauntime the ““l‘l, i
their administration there were no evie- being prepared for the harvest. Reve
tions — no families thrown out on the 1. F. Cusack in The Missionary.
highway because they could not pay
“ their rent.’”’ Under them the poor
wero treated not as ¢ panpers,”’ but as
men and brothers having a claim and
title—not to be denied or disputed—to

eesan

he

Pro-

—— i ——
Thoughts From the Bible

Thou art my hiding-place
shalt preserve wme from trouble ;

Thott
Thou

sith ngs
. Yinch i shalt compass me about with 80L&

a means of living on the land on which of (luli\'er'\lncc —Ps 7
they were born. Whon thou passest through the
thee : and

That was the condition in England in
Catholic times, and it is the condition
to-day in some Catholic countries of
Furope as to the relation between the
rich monastic establishments and the
p.uopl_o. [n this connection the situa-
tion in France presents features that | svan as others who have no hopé—
recall the suppression of the religious | mpy, 113
foundations in Kngland and its evil -fass.- i
results—evil for the whole people, as "It Reacugs Tue spor. — Thers a1 -ff‘:
well as for the poor. The anti-clerical | remedice b: fore the publio to-day &t 'dhsll;::-lenc
programme of the French Government 1“ “’m,‘"‘“g L “"‘,3‘,':‘, :‘s"b’,‘“r‘éhﬂ.‘m Eolec:
throatens serious injury to the financial ;‘r‘ﬁgpg)li:ml‘?rt{u !r?emunst.rnhed its PO ‘;)’:r }"}
eredit of France, as well as robbery of | thousands of InsteaCrE an ’i‘l‘;'&ff,\"ﬂ\':-‘dirinv
the poor, both of which facts are thus on. :
noted by an English paper, The Finan-

waters, T will be with
through the rivers, they
overflow thee.—Isa. 43 : Y

But 1 would not have you W”":
ignorant, brethren, concerning U"[‘
which are asleep, that ye gorrow nob

ghall nov

B

testimonials as to its great v tam 1
could be got were there occasion 0
for sale everywhere.

ATLGUST 8, 1908.
AN OCEAN TRA

TE HEROISM ™
SHIP,

One fine oven'ing in Dec:
off in the coaling compal
to the three thousand t;un
w Corona,”’ then rolling
Atlantic gwell just outsl
water Ol Las I"Alunm.h
Canary. As the whit
through the clear gree
was 2 »:.I«- apportunity
and ler appeara

means pleasing. With
square quarters, huge v
and rusty sides, she was
jve object as loaded do
jnch with nitrate from ¥
she wallowed in the long
gwept round the end ot t
(Climbing over the low 1
my way through a pa
b\;:\l’llly Spunish coal h
in fruit and tobacco,
canaries, the latte
and abusing their f
dise in the vain ho
sing, 1 met Captain Cra
U3he's not exactlya )
put with fine weather
home all right, wnd you
tramp is like at

THE INNA

vessel,

deep
Jatter.

Just then a dilapidat
lishman, clad in greasy
a pattered engineer's
head, thrust on one side
Spaniard who was tr]
punch of hard banana:
canary on @ grinning
touching his grimy fore

« Are you Captain |

“ Yes,” said the of!
it you want 2"’

U] want to see if th
of working a passage
boilermaker and have
I'm starvip

16T

wH'm! What are
Palmas, then - desert
caid the Captain.

“No, sir. It wa
shipped at Liverpool
¢ Coquimbo " to load ¢
Rio, and the night ¢
met Tom Stevenson
time at Dunlop’s.”’

+ Never mind Stev
terjected the skipper.

“Well, we went t
glass or two not too
a bottle of whisky at
an' when they tum
Tom, he sits in the ¢
‘1 won't go home
sez, * Don't be a
comes, |

leeceman
makes down to the o
seem quite the righ!
big four-masted boat
and sez I, * Tha
bo "'—I knows the 1
§o I erawled aboard
in the fo'e'sle.  Whe
she were rolling hea
and when I got on
self, * It's another

boat.’ So it was, ¢
serape paint, and wl
skipper he sez, *(
thankful you ain't I

sul.’ and 1 landed w)

The Captain hesit:
the man once or twi
spat calmly on the
said to himself, *¢ ]
other hand with
engine of his,”’” the
“ All right, I'll ta
engineer approves
Mind, I'm not goin
pay more than you'
but if yon behave
to o ashore with."

While [leaned o
and watching the
erawl is the proj
ofticer came along
query, said:

“ What kind of a
you can see—ab
tramp as was eve
German Ocean.
knocking about fo
shells and grass (
The engineer says
too.”! Bubseguen
tnat this deseript
exaggerated.

Turning out ear
ing, 1 elimbed t
* (Corona'" was 0
build—and could
azare circie aix
sparkling foam fle
into ridges by th
across while the

One glance at
looking at the ]
to show that sk
knots. So, climl

steel-runged lad
forward over tl
dodging the sp
gushed in thro
cvery roll, to 1
gineer. Passing
the thumping an

up were quite e
out journals ant
ness to one who
found the chief
his hands with
waste, and said

“ What kind «
“ Weel,”” he
engineers are

‘* there's maybe

havena scen yi)

her clack-clacki

There's a thir

port boiler plu

by the firemer
they dirt o' cos

i Now, a C]yd|

isfied with his

gold if he cou
think too mue
had only to un
was not what |

“A 1Tmill,”

Soon afterw
breeze began

the sun sank, :

beneath a rag

clouds, leavir
across threat
water, it was
bad weather.
The seas
steeper and
while the hes
about as if sh

nel




