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TO OUJi PATRONS.
As to-day we issue tho first number of the 

"Catholic Kbcohd, it in but fit that we sbould 
begin by thanking till who have kindly en
couraged us in our proposed enterprise, 
oithor by subscribing for our journal, or )y r - 
Commending it to others. The Prospectus (4 
Abe Catholic Record will be seen in another 
column, and it speaks for itself in regard to 
the manner in which we intend to conduct it; 
fitill our readers will naturally desire to know 
more in detail the aim* which wo shall have 
in view.in our future career. To explain 
these will be our chief object in the present 
article.

The letter with which Ifis Lordship the 
Hight Reverend Bishop of London has favored 
us, and the extract from his Pastoral, which is 
published in our Prospectus, show the im
portance of good Catholic newspapers, and 
that they ought to he received in every Cath
olic family. Our faith teaches us that the 
purpose of God in creating and redeeming us 
is that our whole life should he devoted to Ilis 
service. lienee, while our mundane condi
tion obliges us to attend to secular matters, 
the great end of man on earth, that wo should 
know and serve (rod faithfully, ought never 
to he left out of sight. To know (iod 
"wo should study our religion, and to serve 
Him wo should practice what religion enjoins 
upon us. Secular newspapers undoubtedly 
Lave great utility, provided that they are well 
xind honestly conducted, and that they do not 
circulate immoral or irreligious matter; hut 
Low frequently do we not find that they pan
der to tho vitiated tastes of many of their 
readers, and by admitting into their columns 
articles against Catholic morality or truth, 
instill the poison of false principles into the 
minds of those who would otherwise bo pure 
and loyal to the Church. Constant reading 
of what is evil in its tendency will inevitably 
Lave the effect, of lessening our attachment to 
religion, and thus diverting us from the ser
vice of God. Even the firmest rocks are worn

V

h

a
r

>*
away by the constant dripping of small drops 
of water. Iioneo those especially who are 
liable to read in the secular newspapers dirvrt 
or indireet attaeks against the Catholic
Church, should by all means have an antidote 
at hand against tho poison which otherwise 
they would certainly imbibe. This antidote 
can he nothing else than a good Catholic news- 
Jiuper, which will sustain tho Catholic cause 
independently of tho parties which divide tho 
political world, which will explain Catholic 
doctrine and discipline, advocate Catholic in
terests, and correct misrepresentations which 
may from time to time lie made against the 
Catholic Church. Such a newspaper we in
tend tho Record to be, and not" only those 
who arc exposed to read poisonous anti-t'nth- 
olio literature would do well to take this jour
nal as an antidote, lint every Catholic family 
tdiotild take it for the purpose of knowing (lie 
triumphs and trials of (lie Church both in 
this and in other countries the world over, 
and of furnishing its younger members with 
«literature which will train them in tho path 
which will make make them fervent and well-
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instructed Catholics, able to “give a reason 
“ for the faith that is in them," and which 
will snake them good citizens as well. Our 
forefathers, impelled by «spirit of faith, sacri
ficed their possessions, their means of liveli
hood, their liberty, their very lives, for the 
cake of training their children in the faith. 
Wo would he unworthy of such sires il" we 
proved recreant to our sacred duty of instilling 
into our children those holy principles of re
ligion which alone can give true consolation 
nil lid the troubles and cares which wo must 
encounter in this world, and secure that more 
lasting reward for which Christians labor.

The importance of a good Catholic news
paper in a Catholic community cannot easiily 
ho over-estimated. There are excellent news
papers of this kind published in other cities of 
America and Europe, but tho want of one such 
lias long been tell for tho important dioceses 
of Western Ontario. A truly Catholic news
paper is wanted which will lie independent in 
polities; one which will give the local Cath
olic news of the West, while not neglecting 
the general news of tho world, and this want 
the Catholic Record is intended to supply.
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bo very prejudicial to their true interests. 
This being the case even when a Catholic edu
cation is given to the children, bow much 
greater does tho danger become when mixed 
marriages are entered upon without tho 
solemn promises required by tho Church be
ing made by the non-Cutholic, or when tho 
promises have been made only to ho broken? 
And yet experience shows that those promises 
are often violated ns they wore by Mr. Agar 
Ellis, who, according to the extract above 
cited from the Weekly Register, violated tho 
promises made when lie married tho lion. 
Miss Stonor.

A case of mixed marriage, not unlike that of 
Mr. Agar Ellis, occurred not long ago under 
circumstances which brought it prominently 
under the notice of the Canadian public with
in the last few months. A Mr. K.,a Protestant, 
a native of Dundee, Scotland, was married 
a Catholic lady by the celebrated Dr. Keenan, 
author of tho well-known Controversial Cat
echism, which is in tho libraries of many of 
our Catholic readers. Their marriage took 
place about 27 years ago, and as Rev. Dr. 
Keenan certainly knew his ilulies as pastor, 
we cannot doubt lie required all the conditions 
to be fulfilled which were required by tho 
Canons of tho Catholic Church. Mr. and 
Mrs. K. reared a family of seven children, 
six boys and 1 girl, and lived happily together 
(ill the year 1871, at which period their abode 
was in Toronto. In contravention of tho

MIXED MAEE I Ad ES.tho Almighty on those entrusted with tho 
and training of the young. In too many

We cordially invite correspondence on inter
esting local mutters, from all tho parishos of 
tho Dominion. We shall be espeeially thunk
ful to those who furnish us with well-written 
artiucs on tho current topics of the day: 
still, any correspondents who feel that they 
eon give us the fuels in regal'd to any intend- 
ing occurrence, will put us under an obliga
tion of thankfulness by sending us the bare 
far ts, and we van ourselves put them into a 
form suitable to our columns. With an aide 
editor, and many contributors among the fore
most rank in Canada, as writers, we expect 
to make the Catholic Record mm of the best 
journals in tho Dominion. Our selections of 
Irish and general news will be made with 
special attention to what will prove interest
ing to our readers. Some of the best Catholic 
tales whieli have been written will appear in 
parts in our columns, and a Puzzler's Corner 
will prove interesting to the yimng, and to 
those older heads who delight in this species 
of literature. Altogether wo ex|xjet to make 
this journal a most welcome visitor to each 
family. We have confidence that the patron
age whieli lias boon offered will lie continued 
and extended, and on our part we -hull feel 
an Ito:lest pride in milking the Record all 
that its lies! friends would wish it to be.
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“Tim evil of mixed marriages wan never more 
painfully illustrated limn it ha been within the 
ln-it few days by the decision of Sir Richard Malins, 
tile vice-Chancellor, ill regard tu the case of Mr. 
ami Mrs. Agar EUk That decision was in favor 
of the right of tlie Protestant husband to change 
his mind, whenever he so pleased, as tu tho religion 
in w hich liis child or children should lie brought up ; 
although, as in this very instance, prior to lus mar
riage he lmd deliberately, formally, anil solemnly 
pledged himself tu have "w hatever children might 
lie born to him as the fruits of that marriage 
brought uii in the Catholic religion, that being the 
religion of liis wife. Mixed marriages are alone 
assented to liy the authorities of tlm Holy Catholic 
and Roman Church upon that distinct understand
ing—namely, that whatever offspring there may be 
to the marriage of a Protestant husband and a 
Catholic wife, or vice versa} the whole of tile cliil- 
dren, without exception, shall he brought up as 
Catholics. Tlie agreement just entered into is tlie 
most solemn ploilge of all—it is a sacred and reli
gious compact, and it is one solemnly entered into 
upon that wold wliicli everyone regards in the light 
of one ns binding as an oath, the parole d'lumneurl 
That word of honor was pledged by Mr. Agar Ellis 
when he married the Hon. Miss Stonor, the daugh
ter of Lord Camuys. Hud he nut given it he would 
not have been enabled to contract marriage with 
the lady of iris choice. A son and three daughters 
are the fruits of this marriage. AU four are bap
tized as Catholics by the hands of Catholic priests. 
The infant son dies a CatlioUc. The three surviv
ing children, the daughters, are brought up as 
Catholics. The Protestant father having from time 
to time during the lapse of a dozen years objected 
to all rids ns tin- consequence of ids own agreement 
with his wife prior to their marriage, at length ap
peals tu tire law for help to enable him tu break ills 
sacred word of honor. Tin- law, speaking through 
the lips of Vice-Chancellor Malins, decides that Mr. 
Agnr Elli-'s jvini/s d'h/vnvmr can be so broken, and it 
is broken accordingly. There is the whole case in a 
nutshell, and compacted though it is into a nutshell, 
it speaks trumpet-tnngucd against mixed lnar- 
riages.”— Weekly Hapelcr, Awj. 10, 1878.
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oases parents, who otherwise conform to 
all tho requirements of the church, deem 
that they have done their whole duty by their 
offspring when they have fed and clothed 
them, mid at tho proper ago obliged them to 
attend mass weekly and approach tlie 
meats at intervals. And in tlie ease of those'

sueru-

wlio realize tfiut in the present age tho 
who is withw^t education is apt to lie ut the 
heel of the hunt, it too olten happens that 
they hug tlie flattering unction to their souls, 
that in view of their weekly attendance at 
their own church and occasional reception of 
the sacraments, it matters but little what 
school their children attend. To this source 
is to he ascribed the list of youths just budding 
into manhood, who, while nominally Catholics, 
have the merest remnant of their faith pre
served and often none at all, and whose 
careers serve to substantiate tlie statement 
that Catholicism furnishes a large proportion 
of the quota to tlie national record of crime. 
If the overseers of reformatories, peni
tent Luries, refuges and till other correctionary 
institutions wore as diligent in their inquiries 
us to the antecedents und early training of 
criminals, und more especially as to the 
source of their education as they are as to 
religion, we feel satisfied that in fully eight 
cases out of ten where tho convicted male
factor now registers himself as a Catholic, it 
would lie found that from liis or her earliest 
attainment of intelligence they had been 
subjected to tlie pernicious influence of the 
public schools. That at tho only period of 
their lives when it was possible for their young 
hearts to be imbued with a love of our Blessed

man

TDK IMPORTANCE OE CATHOLIC 
EDUCATION.

Dating from tlie inception of tlie great 
schism or apostuoy, falsely named tho Refor
mation, the Catholic Church has in 
clime sought to so ground its children, mid 
particularly those whose minds had not yet 
matured, in tho principles of their holy re
ligion that even contact with its enemies and 
tlie exponents of their pernicious tenets could 
not shake the foundations of theirfuith. The 
Holy See in various ways and by signal benefits 
and privileges conferred on those engaged in 
tliis sacred work lias repeatedly placed tlie 
high seal of its approval on till efforts tend
ing in tliis direction. Religious orders, whoso 
fame is co-extonsive with the universe, have 
been organized attaining marvellous growth, 
penetrating, by their representatives, to tlie 
remotest corners of the inhabited globe, for 
the sole purpose of educating and thereby 
rescuing from perdition tlie images of their 
Creator. These societies, existing by the 
approbation of tho Sovcrign Pontiff", aim to so 
ground children and youths, and 
especially tho rising generation of Catholic 
children, in tho fundamental priciplcg of their 
faith to tlie end that they shall, as with 
an armor of thrice tempered steel, lie protect
ed in after years against the assault of tho 
schismatic, tlie infidel, and tho oily tongued 
enemies of their religion.

Tlie devotion oi 11111113- thousands of lives 
and great intellects to a work which can in 
no case yield any remuneration on this side 
of tlie grave, the abnegation by a largo 
fraction of humanity of all tlie physical com
ments which are commonly considered 
essentials of life, tlie severing of all tho ties 
whieli nalurally link them to friends and 
kindred, for the sole purpose of rescuing a few 
of their brethren from that ignorance which, 
in ils practical results, too often involves 
spiritual us well as temporal destruction, 
surely merits some recognition at our hands.

Were we required to requite these immea
surable sacrifices in silver and gold, luke
warmness might bo regarded as a simple 
manifestation of old Adam—i. c„ a scltisli re
gard for our own pockets. But what are the 
tacts? Hundreds of thousands of saintly mon 
and spotless women are in all quarters of the 
world engaged in this service whose only ex- 
peeled reward is the salvation to the Church, 
und triumphant resurrection of its children's 
children, the sole aim of each one of these 
devoted lives being to induce Catholic parents 
to give their children Catholic education. 
How many realize tho importance to their 
offspring and ultimate^' to themselves of 
careful training during the few early 3-oars 
of life, when the first but most lasting impres
sions are formed.

As the sapling is lient, so will it grow, or 
tlio" some remnant of its carl3* inclination 
111113- only remain in after years, there will 
inevitably for tho term of its life, he a leaning 
in the direction of its early course and tlie 
trace of its earl3- training. Tho simile is 
peculiarly applicable to the Catholic youti) of 
our country. Thousands of children 3'carly, 
owing to the dorifiction of their parents 
during the period when their 3"oung minds 
arc most susceptible to good influences, and 
when their dispositions might have been east 
in tho right mould have, with their 
maturity, grown in contempt for the 
rites of our holy religion, and the duties 
entailed upon them by virtue of their here
ditary affiliation therewith. While so far as 
our mundane judgment is concerned, it 111113- 
forever remain an open question to what ex
tent the Almighty will hold these unfortunate 
waifs accountable, there can be no doubt as 
to tlie future lial>ility of tlie authors of their 
misfortunes to deserved retribution. No trust 
on earth is more sacred; no responsibility so 
great; no retribution so terrible, in the event 
of neglect on their part, as that imposed by

ecclesiastical requirements, and undoubtedly 
also in violation of tlie promises made by the 
Protestant hither, a family arrangement was 
made, according to which, on alternate 'Sun
days, tho children went, some with their 
mother to the Catholic'!Tiurch, and tlie others 
with their father to tlie Freslytorian Kirk. 
Tlie elder lays were also sent to Protestant 
schools, while the younger 1103 s and their 
sister went, with their iiithor’s approval, to 
Catholic schools. Towards the beginning of 
the 3-oar 1871 Mr. K., being probably induced 
1)3" tho Presbyterian clergyman, in whose 
church he was an elder, broke up this arrange
ment, and the'eldest lays, aged respectively 
alaiut 13 and 17 3-uars, were ordered to leave 
tho honso if they would not cease to attend 
the Catholic Church, and go S0I0I3' to tlie 
Proslyteriaii. Their religious convictions

eveiy It is one of the difficulties that t lie Church 
has to contend with in Canada, that some of 
her own children arc not sufficiently impressed 
with tho importance of obeying implicitly 
and devoted I)- the laws, and even the recom
mendations of their Mother tho Church, es
tablished by Christ for the express purpose of 
pointing out to us the path to Heaven. Maty 
of lier children seem to forget that the Cath
olic Church is the 01113- divinely appointed re
ligion, and that therefore it is not a matter of 
indifference to Und whether we cling loyally 
to lier or pander to tlie sectaries whose chief 
object is to impede the propagation on earth, 
of Christ's one Truth. This pandering to 
error is however not tolerated ly religion ; 
and hence II0I3" Scripture and Catholic tradi
tion agree with the teachings of reason in de
nouncing Religions Indifferentism. Reason 
itself tells us that God, who has revealed His 
truth, cannot be indifferent whether wc accept 
it or not. God insists that His teachings of 
truth eternal should he unreservedly believed. 
Sacred Scripture teaches this same doctrine 
most positive^-, for the Apostle St. Paul pro
nounces in the most striking terms an ana
thema against aiy one who would presume to 
teach 11113- other gospel except that doctrine of 
Christ which had already been preached: 
“ But though wc, or an angel from heaven, 
preach a gospel to 3-011 besides that which we 
have preached to 3-011, let him be anathema." 
Gal. i. 8. A similar anathema is pronounced 
in verse 3. and innumerable other texts prove 
that a breach of the Unity of the Church, 
whether ly teaching false doctrine, whieli is 
called heixw, or ly Schism, which consists in 
departing from tlie external unity of the 
Church, is a grevions sin against God and His 
law. We need not quote more passages 
tliis subject, most of them being nlroady well 
known to our readers for whom these remarks 
are intended. To show concise^- that tliis lias 
alwiys been the teaching of tho Church we 
need only cite the words of St. Augustine in 
his treatise on the unity of the Church, chap, 
iv.: “ Christ entire has head and Inxlv. The 
head is the only begotten Son of God, and the 
body is His ( 'hitreh ; these arc tho bridegroom 
and the bride, two in one flesh. Whosoever 
they arc who disagree from the head, accord
ing to Holy Scripture, are not in the Church.
. . . And again whosoever agree 
ing the head, hut do not communicate with 
tlie 111013-of tlie Church, arc not in the Church, 
because Christ himself testifies that they dis
agree concerning tlie body of Christ, which 
is the Church."

Saviour, and a trust in tlie eftienty of tlie 
intercession of His Immaculate Mother, the 
Blessed Virgin Maty, their parents, recreant 
to the great trust reposed in them by our 
Heavenly Father, whose gift those children 
wore, persistently deprived them of the oppor
tunity of acquiring a knowledge of tlie true 
faith by failing to send them to Catholic 
schools, and deliberately placing them under 
not unfrequently the prose^'tysing influence 
of public school teachers.

And then forsooth when these childen 
eventuate as ingrates and drunkards, ad
dicted to every form of depravity and nuyliap, 
personally abuse and assault, even the authors 
of their being, tho lamentation is—“After 
doing all I could, bearing the pains of labor 
or tlie toil of many dn3's this is m3- return." 
Tlie anguish is genuine ! Tlie tears spring 
from tlie deepest font of a- wounded heart. 
Much sympathy is felt by the average listener 
who, perhaps, belongs to tlie current gener
ation, and knows nothing of tho fact that ly 
roason of deliberate neglect to provide tlie 
tractable child with proper religious instruc
tion tho parent forfeited all claim to S3-in
put I13-. The exemplification of the principle 
involved in the foregoing might be indefinite
ly extended did space permit; it is, however, 
sufficient to sa3- that few, if an3", instances 
(other than the odd exceptional case requisite 
to prove tlie rule ever occurs) where a proper 
foundation of religious instruction lias been 
laid as a basis, in which tho child developes 
into other than a faithful servant of God and 
the Church.

After tliis admittedly long preamble we 
approach its natural sequence and our object 
in discussing tliis question. Tlie necessity 
for Catholic Education. Parents fail not in 
the performance oftliis dut3-as you hope to 
meet 3-0111' children in heaven ! Fail not in 
tliis duty, ns you rol3" on the aid of your 
offspring in tlie winter of 3-onr fives when all 
other resources fail ! Fail not in tliis duty, 
ns you trust yourselves to eventually attain 
that communion with the saints a belief in 
which you express at 3-otir nighty- prayers ! 
for, he assured, that if 3-011. do none of 
these blessings can possibly fall to your lot. 
The murder of an immortal soul farexeods in 
heinousness that of a human body; and the 
neglect of 11113- purent to send liis or her child 
to tho schools provided all over our land by 
the disinterested efforts of tho clergi" of our 
holy religion, miy eventuate in the loss of the 
soul of that child, ly reason of associations 
and habits formed under tho pernicious in
fluences surrounding public school life. Who 
would like to hear the load that parent will 
have to cany at the judgment seat 011 tho Iasi 
day who, through wilful refusal to avail him
self of tho safeguards provided ly his church 
sufferers liis children to imbibe views and 
opinions from alien teachers tlie natural 
consequence of which are plysienl and moral 
destruction.

were alrcad3' arrived at, and tiny chose 
rather to suffer persecution thun to abandon 
tlie Catholic faith, knowing that “ Wc ought 
to obey God rather than men." (Acts v. 23.) 
Not contented with ejecting from their homo 
tlie two eldest Ixys, tho father, unknown 
their mother, sent to Scotland two of tho 
children, twins, aged 12 3-cars, to lie educated 
as Presbyterians. Tlie mother, having tho 
best of reasons to believe that ho intended 
also to conceal from her, tho three
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children, anticipated him ly placing them 
out of liis reach. Mr. K. finding himself thus 
overreached, appealed to tlie law of the land, 
and the decision was that lie only had tho 
authority of making arrangements for tho 
education of the children. Thu mother's
rights were completely- set aside, 
cision, though perhaps quite in accord with 
human law here, lacks one quality which 

I regard as essential to a law which binds tlie 
I conscience, that is to siy, justice. We there

fore sympathize entirely with the suffering 
mother, who bore up against a persecution 
which dispersed her 111111113-, and sent herself 
adrift from a comfortable homo, which she 
had aided in making for herself and children.
But the end of tlie story is not yet. Mrs. K. 
did not yield lier maternai rights. Not only 
did she keep, under threat of imprisonment, 
tin' guardianship of tlie three children whom 
she secured at (lie break-up of the family, but 
she followed to Scotland the two who 
been abducted by tho father, and had there 
a touching interview with them, 
not then succeed in obtaining their custody, 
but later she traced them to Whitly, where 
tho3- had been placed under the 
Protestant minister. A short interview with 
the children led them to follow the fortunes * 
of their persecuted mother, and only 
months ago the public- read in the tlaily 
journals an account of how the brave mother 
was brought before the courts for “ abducting" 
lier own children, who hud been unjustly put
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a fewFrom these premises it. is clear that indifi 
ferenco to our divine faith, or that lukewarm
ness which puts it on a par, or nearly su. 
with modern sects, is a most dangerous error. 
As reasonably may truth bo compared with 
falsehood, or tho light of tho sun at noon 
with tlie darkness of m diiight.

A
out of her control and care.

The Presbyterian press, and notably the 
British American Presbyterian, were loud in 
their denunciation of the mother's 
while these events were taking place, 
different would it have been if a Catholic 
father had treated a Protestant wife 
K. treated liis Catholic wife. 
tii.it Mrs. K. has to the present time 
ed in her enterprise, and that lier five youmrer
children are still in places where tho mother’s
rights will not bo ignored.

Mixed marriages, then, are exceedingly 
dangerous to religion. But not only are they 
dangerous to the religion of the children • the 
same reasons whicl, wo have adduced show 
t ier danger oven to the Catholic parent ; for 
it the example of tho Protestant parent loads 
o mdiflerentism in the children, will it not 

likewise have a similar effect upon the Cath
olic parent? Any of our readers need only 
recall to mind the cases of mixed marriages

In tho case of mixed marriages there is 
nearly always tliis error lurking in tlie mind 
of the Catholic ])art3', or else a gross negli
gence of tho obligation of parents to their 
children.

course,
How

1TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.
Itwill lie noticed I >3- our prospectus that we 

promised a paper of fort3--cight columns. We 
hope our friends will not bo under the impres
sion that wc have deceived them in this re
gard. We could have given forty-eight col
umns on the sheet wo publish; hut on con
sideration wc have decided to make the col
umns about throe-eights of an inch wider, 
and give only five instead of six to the page. 
While we do not give the number of columns 
promised wo give precisely tlie sumo amount 
ofmattcr. Most first-class papers have adopt
ed tlie wide column, and wo think our readers 
will alsoeonsidor it an improvement as com
pared with tho narrow one.

us Mr.(Since religion is of such para
mount importance,, proper provision ought 
always to be made by parents for tlie reli
gious education of their children. Tliis pro
vision is usually neglected when one of the 
parents is a non-Catholic, for oven if tlie lat
ter has made all the promises whieli llie 
Church requires, permitting the Catholic luir
ent to give the children a Catholic training, 
still the example of the non-Catholic parent 
as well as tho moral influence tho latter will 
naturally exercise, sometimes directly, alwn3's 
at least indirectly, over his or her own ohil-, 
dron, will tend to produce a certain amount 
of indifferentism to truth in them, and will

Wc believe 
succeed-
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