— 188 -

“ As for Madame St Laurent herself, I protest T don’t
know what is to become of her if a marriage is to be
forced upon me ; her feelings zre already so agitated
apon the subject. You saw, no doubt, that infor-
tunate paragraph in the Morning Chronicle, which . p-
peared within a day or two after the princess Char-
lotte’s death ; and in which my marrying was alluded
to. Upon receiving the paper containing that article
at the same time with my private letters, I did as is
my constant practice, I threw the newspaper across
the table to Madame Saint-Laurent, and began to open
and read my letters. I had not done so but a very
short time, when my attention was called to an oxtra-
ordinary noise and a strong convulsive movement in
Madame St. Laurent’s throat. For a short time I en-
tertzined serious apprehensions for her safety ; and
when, upon her recovery, I enquired into the occasion
of this attack, she pointed to the articlein the Morning
Chronicle relating to my marriage.

“ From that day to this I am compelled so be in
the practice of daily dissimulation with Madame St,
Laurent, to keep this subject from her thoughts. |
am fortunately acquainted with the gentlemen in
Bruxelles who conduct the Liberal and Oracle nows-
papers ; they have promised me to keep all articles
upon the subject of my marriage out of their papers,
and I hope my friends in England will be equally
prudent. My brother the Duke of Clarence is the
elder brother, and has certainly the right to macry if
he chooses, and I would not interfere with him on
any account. If he wished to be king—to be mar-
ried and have children, poor man—Gob help him !
let him do so. For myself—I am a man of no ambi-
tion, and wish only to remainas I am ... . Easter,




