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78 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE. Founded 1866

The Self-Feeder For Swine. The structure rests on 3 pieces of 2 x 4 on edge, as _ From a mechanical standpoint practically any 
The self-feeder for swine has given good results at show|'- (By using a pair of runner or skids, the outfit mixture of whole or ground grains, or other millfceds

experiment stations in Canada and the United States, vJ* rendered portable) may be successfully fed. Corn, for example, is fre-
but the practice recommended bv these institutions has xYa,l.®1 consist of three 2x 3 studs on each side, quentlv fed alone with clover or alfalfa pasture, for
nôt been adopted as extensively as the advantages of , 'Y,,ins'de, Wlth ?i-inch T & G boarding. On short-finishing periods. For young pigs or shoats any
the system warrant. At present the self-feeder offers top ot the studs is,a 2x3 plate. The boarding should of the following rations will be found suitable, pro-
a partial solution of the labor problem as it affects swine „ , at , ,n?hes a,K>,vÇ thc floor of the troughs, and a vided all hulls are fairly finely ground: 
production, while, at the same time, it is no deterrent -Zl °r teed contro! board, Ji inch by 10 inches in 1. Shorts, fine-ground oats, fine-ground barley— 
to the economical and successful rearing of hogs. In the IenSth of the feeder, slides behind the equal parts.
fact, swine as a general thing will thrive better under the ,lh|s gate may be fastened at any desired Shorts 4 parts, either of above grains 4 parts,
system of self-feeding than when handled according to 'K-! 7 thumbscrews, sliding in a vertical slot on the ground peas 2 parts.
the old-time popular way. There has been considerable ? i'<7 lace of the boarding. Connection between con- 3. Shorts or wheat, 2 parts; barley, 2 parts; peas,
controversy as to whether hogs should be fed two, three ,? ?°?rd,an.d thumbscrews is made by two iron straps I part.
or four times per dav. This has been largely idle 1 ,n£" by X inch, as shown.. - -------------------------
pastime, for it has been proven that they will do ex- , .* n<x£ °* the bin consists of H inch T & G board- skim-mnlk may be profitably fed
cellently when allowed to eat when and what they wish. mgi?t'd ?n 2 x 2 rafters at 45 decrees.
We have been taught to look upon the porcine tribe as ° nnr n ' 1 " "
something that will eat anything,and always too much 
if they could get it, when the facts of the case are that 
the hog js somewhat of a connoissuer in regard to food

- With,any of^ the above rations fed to young pigs 
, . - " .7.J. Where such cannot

-r, „ tit ?recs- be obtained the addition of tankage, meat or blood meal,
1 he floor of the feed troughs is %-inch T & G board- is recommended, say at the rate of one pound of tankage

mg laid across the 2x 4 base pieces. to six pounds of any of the above mixtures. Where
t he iront of the feed troughs consists of 1 piece 4 whole corn is used, one pound of tankage could be added

„    ... ,v.6„,u ,.„ .vruv, ,nc"es by 4 inches (2 two by fours) beveled from the to every five of corn.
and if given a preference he will take exactly what he flown to^the flooring From this front are placed
needs and what he requires to produce meat quickly.
Furthermore, he has shown that he can balance 
his own rations and set his own standards quite as 
correctly as several notable swine authorities, whom we 
have followed in the past, could do it for him. On a 
recent visit to Iowana Farms, in the State of Iowa, the

2-inch by 2-inch braces running up to a" 1-inch by 3-inch Self-Feeder Suggestions.

EàlilESISilS
------------   „----------- lllc . T.he. d<7r. whlfh 18 made of Jf inch T & G with desires. Shorts, tankage and corn arc the three feeds

writer had the opportunity of observing the self-feeder -,u i- d ln5h, j|eas at hack, should be equipped commonly used throughout the Corn Belt but in Canada
in use where a hundred sows or more are farrowed every wlt? , ingvs.an , handle for lifting, and in the case of the especially this year, the latter two are practically out of
year, and in the neighborhood of five hundred hogs are ro°!L,°°r, should have a prop to keep it open. the question. y
turned off annually, the majority of which go for breeding J. structure is 5Teet IK inches by 6 feet 5K inches, John M. Eward Assistant Chief in Animal

, •" the*:Vabi.nS aml in ,hc Piggcries ,h" s5'lf ' dimensions. ban dry at the Iowa E^eriment Station and
feeder was a part of each pen s equipment, and the writer Modifications. knowledged swine expert makes the folInVimr
ndddlinos 3 '"fTl l^nlt>" l,(lrd of swine. Tankage and lic two-sided self-feeder is especially adapted for tions in regard to the usefulness and limitations oft he
middlings are fed through the boxes separately, while outdoor use or where a considerable number of hogs self-feeder:

18 .t,?JX)wn to the hogs in the yard. At the a.rc together in a large pen or run. Under ordinary 1 An efficient methnrl for f„li r r r i
tune of our visit, corn was I wing fed on the cob. Through- circumstances one-half of the feeder represented by the self feed 1 method for fuH feeding of hogs is to
?at,.the Sta,te® Pf ,ow'"i. ,llinois and fruliana the self- hue drawing would lie ample and could be made in such •> If vm. wkl, tn ,
feeding method is popular, while at the Iowa State Col- a way that it might readily be attached to the wall. selUfced J grow your P'SS slowly do not

uti i w has been tested for several years, Partitions could also be made in it so the different kinds î Tho Am* „ * ... , ,
it IS held 111 very high esteem. Observations, however, °* Sram would feed down separately. ,i0 " g does not ,lkc hash any better than
made in the States mentioned would lead us to impose . Hie points to keep in mind are: First, the construe- 4 The eplf n . ,, ■ , ,
one limitation on its use, and that is in regard to the Don must be such that the grain will feed down regularly mn of it c SL,I-feeder w ill not save ail of the work, only 
feeding ol in pig sows, particularly as they near farrow- without any stops or clogging, such as often occurs in r, r,' , .. .
mg time Brood sows thus fed showed a tendency to c,hutes from bins. The troughs must also be made so space tl m too linlV' ° l°° much sc,l fccder trough
be somewhat too fleshy. the minumum amount of waste will be permitted through ' c. r, u Î'

1 he construction of the self-feeder in use throughout the hoSs nosing the meal over and out of the trough " that is m.tB cxcel,cnt,y 'Vlth swine; but
the Corn Belt was in no way elaborate. It resembled g , at ,h not saving that the same is true of horses, cattle,
in design, the hopper In common use by poultrymen for’ How and What to Feed. sheep, poultry and goats.
feeding dry mash to chickens, only it was larger and Experiments at the Central Experimental Farms have the leed PrfSnaat sows, mix bulky feeds with
usually had two compartments; one for shorts and the prompted the Animal Husbandry Division to give the inv or ’ r, 'S a.l,fal(a Kegulate the gams by inercas-
other for tankage I, was nailed to the side of the pen, following advice in regard to the self-feeder and rations \ tL c "' . -
or on the inside of the hog cabin, thus allowing the hogs adapted for use in it: ' A. !°S 18 a physiologist not an economist; he
to feed only from one side. Place the feeder on a platform or floor that will rP nU1Ah,mself» an(if°rn at 3 cen*s and corn at S3.00

r?— * sarJSV--o,l,cr wor,k ^sr« sssra tsz'fszzEE,”F?ft -k .tetetsstess5ï£sse under Canadian conditions, and in the January 3 ing where green feed skim milk or u\t r ( ^ 0t ( î to secure optimum results.
E,01r, 1 he f-armcr’s Advixxnc," (page G) was pub- daily, the maximum'' efficiency wu I £ LarhJUP,i.l,Cd , • 10‘ ■ TI,C hog rannot always economically balance
mÎIwi a'r< e tell;ng Just how it has worked out on a the feeders are placed in i good clover ,if 'i ".here lus ration; much depends upon the opportunities that
Middlesex County farm. The self-feeder in use there In any case, dry lot or pasture with^' °r,a'fa'fa Fasture- you afford him. Choose the right feeds
was made according to the Experimental Farms design, ducts, fresh water should be lïw.vs T m‘f k p,r?" , 1 hc sell-feeder in the summer had best be in
which >s described m the lollowing paragraphs: running, or from son,e sdf-wmennl l!,bT;. prl'C?b y thershade' aad in the winter away from the cold winds

1 rovided the requirements enumerated are met with, and frequently filled 8 ‘CC’ rLSular|y preferably under warm shelter—well floored
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The Self-Feeder in Canada.
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The Self-feeder in Use.
Diagram of a Self feeder.
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