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Will Conscription Be Necessary?

Are (anadians disloyal” is a question which in
some parts of Canada may eventually be asked, un

sponse to the call for

less there is a more general r
recruits. The number of Canadian born soldiers who
went over to England Contingent
disappointingly small, and in some sections the re
sponse to the call for other Contingents leaves some
thing to There no difficulty in
taining the men required for the Second Contingent.
If in some sections the re

in the First was

be desired. is ob-
That is a gratifying fact.
cruiting has been slow, in others amends for this are
made, and the number required is assured. Dut the
fact remains that there is a class of young men who
and as

to

are not responding as readily as they should
there will be need of further numbers from
to follow the two contingents, it
the class to whom we refer should be
sense of their duty. It is stated that there
disappointing returns from the rural parts of Canada.
at. In the first place,
there is an alarming scarcity of young men in rural
especially in Ontario. The lure of the cities
and the call of the West have stripped the farms of
Ontario of the virile men until to-day therc
are too few men to properly till the soil. As Can
ada must take a large part in the feeding of the Em
pire during this time of stress, no greater more

time
that

aroused to a

is well

time,

have been

be wondered

to

This is not

(‘anada,

young

or

patriotic work can be accomplished by our farmers
than increasing the output of foodstuffs. A man can-
not plant and harvest lhis crops and fight in the

trenches at the same time.

Theg criticism is not against the young men of the
country districts, but young
men in our cities who do not appear to realize what
is their duty at a time when the Empire is fighting
for its very existence. Too many young men, who
Phave no responsibilities, no family ties that should
prevent them enlisting, prefer to congregate on the
street corners or at hockey 1 the most
they do towards defending is to sing
“Tipperary.” These men are cninying all the privi-
leges and protection which the Empire confers upon
them, but are doing nothing to share its burdens. It
is the indifference of this class
cuse to the advocates of conscription, who can claim
with truth that that system takes such shirkers and
weaklings, and, in so far as it is humanly possible,
makes men of them. If such men should continue to
ignore their responsibilities, they will give a strong
argument to those who are urging that we in Can-
ada should adopt the Continental system of compul
sory service. Let us hope, however, that nothing of
the kind will be necessary.
is so opposed to the Bri
service that it could only
sort. We must continue to appeal to the spirit of
patriotism of the people, and have taith that when
they fully understand the situation they will respony
to the fullest extent. The fact that the numbers re-
quired for the Second Contingent are being obtained
should not lead to any cessation of efforts in the
direction of military organization. It is certain that
more men will be needed. They ought to be obtained
very largely from that class of young men in the
cities who, as we have said, have not yet appreciated
their responsibility, and their duty. It is to them
that the appeal should be made—an appeal to their
patriotism, to their sense of duty, to their pride as
citizens of the Empire.

against thousands of

matches,

“heir conutry

of men that gives ex-

The idea of conscription
principle of voluntary
be accepted as a last

re-

Mr. Barron’s Letters.

The series of letters on the war by Mr. C. W. Bar-
ron, President of the Wall Street Journal, which. ig
appearing in the Journal of Commerce, continues to
be deeply interesting. Mr. Barron confesses to much
admiration for the Germans, and he certainly ap-
proaches the subject in no spirit of hostility to them.
He is conspicuously fair to them in his statements.
But the logic of facts has compelled him to see that
thé German ideals of government, and the action
springing from them, are such as cannot be accepted
by a democracy anywhere. In the letter which we
published on Wednesday, Mr. Barron gave a very
clear view of the German system of government,
which is the very reverse of the British. In Britain,
and wherever the British system prevails, the peo-
ple govern, the power originating with them rising
through Parliament and Cabinet to the Throne. In
Germany the power is in the Kaiser, and those below
him are taught to believe that all they have to do is
to obey.

—— e,

Germany’s Food Shortage.

There are unmistakable signs that Germany is suf-
fering from a shortage of foodstufis. Evidence of this
has been accumulating for some time. In the first
place the Germans were advised to conserve their
supplies of grain, then they were ordered to eat a
special kind of war bread, and now the Government
confiscates all foodstuffe and doles it out with a
grudging hand to the people.

It is to be hoped that Great Britain will continue to
control the seas, and absolutely prevent foodstuffs
from neutral countries reaching Germany. To do
this it will be necessary for her to seize the Wilhel-
mina and other boats loaded in the United States and
sent to Germany ostentiously for the purpose of
feeding the civilian population. Undoubtedly these
shipments are made by German-Americans, and are
done for the purpose of embroiling Great Britain in
trouble with the United States. Foodstuffs sent into
a country such as Germany is at the present time will
be appropriated by the military authorities. The Lo
don Times, di ing the an t that Ger-

“many now controls all foodstuffs, says:

‘ “When a state of war controls the food sup-
‘Ply of its people it is certain that the first needs
to be satisfled would be those of its military,
n‘!orm on whose efforts the lite of the siate may
“depend. ‘A power that i; hoarding its food be-

1 (

cause it is threatened with belng starvefl by its | _KITH AGAINST KIN, WORDS WORTH HEEDING.
toe is in a similar position to a town Imia/étate | one of e friteresting reatiires ot the regent Chinese | The writer of this war ‘summary would like to' ini-
of siege.” . rug sale 1n New’ York, which was an_évent among | Press upon readers of service age that the war is fai
It is, of course, hard on the civillan population of | (56 persony' whose tastes run in thiat. direction, and | from. over—that so far as the participation of the
Germany to be denied a supply of food, but “"‘I 183 1ave the wherewithal to satisty them, was a contest | British Empire is concerned it can scarcely be said
ruthless thing. Good tactics in war conals'v: in “shut- | between Willlam Rockefelior and John D. Rockefeller, {to have begun. There are not less than eleven mils
ting off the food supplies ?('your SHEmY Toay is | Jr., for noumldn of one of the choicest bits of Orien- | lfon men to-day engaged actively in warfrare. Nou
the purpose of Great Britain's fieet and it would be |tal weaving. Unele sat on one 8idé Qf the room, and | one in twenty is British. Of native-born Canadians
the height of folly for her to allow shipments of food | the scion Gf s kiaus brotiisr o YHEBiNaer §ide. The | in the réguiks ariny. and in the Princess. Patricieh
to be sent into Germany under the guise of feeding | . aing tor the rug, measuring something like seven | regiment—the only one yet at the front—there are
the civilian population. Fl?c pevple of Germanyuart? by nine feét, began at a couple of thousand, and was | not 500 men who have been under fire. The entire
in a large measure-responsible for the war, a:d " |jumped a thousand at a time.  THe.érowd craned [first contingent has not in its ranks 30 per cent. of
{“““t b:’] St:_‘r]‘l'Cd :’r:i’]‘i"‘l‘:;‘“:"'o submission and made | their necks to see the bidders, for the prices were | native-born Canadians. The proportion i8 a good
0800 the Tolly of militaric. | sensational. Interest waxed as they dsicovered the |deal better in the second, now in training, but it is
an b dm:::‘)‘resldenls since Diaz flea  ldentity of the contestants. When the price reached | disquieting to learn that in rural Ontario the re-
Mexico has had s ( ,I b ved from 8 sat- five figures, the bidders hegan to feel their way | eruiting for the third contingent has been a failure. In
the country, and seems _mﬂ‘)l‘:;"rlentm uehleq than she | more slowly, with bids advancing five hundred at a | the cities and larger towns the response has been
Isfactory solution ,M'h(:, plo. f"?lorl(;h'l'n.or | time. Still the price kept mouhting. .Tha bids were | excellent, but nc‘nrcely one in four of the number
was under the urlntrar:l_: "0 : ' | narrowed to différendes of a hundred dollars, each required from smaller places has come forward. Do
Citizens from fourteen different countries took out raising until' the pot amounted to $15,300.  Then they lr'w young men of rural Canada understand that Bei-
naturalization papers in Canada last year. The ﬁlnllpﬂ(l- The ecrowd looked hopefully from Wil | gians, Frenchmen, Russlans and Serbs are fighting
United States led with 11,339, while Denmark came liam to John D., Jr., but there was no more bidding. not only for the security of their own lands, but for
last with 254. If this keeps on we will soon have | The auctioné®r tolled the knell of going, going, gone. | the maintenance of Canadian liberty? We shall not
“fifty-seven varieties.” | A triumphant grin spread over the face of Uncle Will | do very much to destroy German militarism by singing
g he arose and left the room. It was his rug.— | “Tipperary” at hockey matches.—Toronto Globe,
Wall Street Journal.

owing to
fires in

! IN WAR TIME.
|1t war has swept oOver
and peace-making spirit, throwing us all under the
shadow of common dangers ang
[gi\'ing a disinterested purpose to lives that seemed
trivial and empty, that very element in this catas~

The Quebec Government announce that
careful forest regulations, the number of
standing timber has been greatly reduced in the past
few vears. This is satisfactory, but we still Im}'o far Evi-
too many fires, not only in our forests. but every- dently they prefer ‘dry’ farming to irrigation.—Leth-
bridge Herald.

IN THE DRY BELT.

A i ibiti s with a certai
Alberta farmers are in favor of prohibition. us oertaln

unifying

common SOrTows,
where.

What's in llu‘nu-‘ The medical health office of
Rossland, B.C., is named Dr. Coffin, yet he managed
to cut down the death rate per thousand last year to
9.4, whicli is one of the lowest figures on the contin-
Montreal, by the way, has a death rate of 2

i
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“A LITTLE NONSENSE
NOW AND THEN”

FELFETIEIEEDELESESIEELLLEREERLES BEER DY

We have been waiting for some bright pumgm’phginspirntlnn to be found in the noble duties of peace.
ist to spell Kitchener's name backwards and pass| L€l us resolve to learn even in this baleful school to
| banish hate, contempt, the ot

When we find of our national

| life that it looks less selfish, less poor

{of a humane society.
and pitiless
| A . +

and narrow in the spirit of comradeship and friend-

#
*
#
ent. g i i i
¥ ship, when war surprises it into a supreme effort, we

per thousand. :
knew how little our hearts had been touched by the

The despatch which credited the Board of Censors
with having stopped a university debate on the sub-
ject: “Resolved, that Russia is a greater menace to
the Empire than is Germany,” paid that body an un-
deserved compliment. One commenced to hope that
the (ensors were about to justify their existence.

him off for a Polish town.—Southern Lumberman. injustice, oppression

Haven't you ever button- | ideas and practices that make our democracy such
a mocking word.—London Nation. '

Wife—Please hurry up.
ed a dress behind before”

— Hubby—No; you never had a dress that buttoned -
The Western Provinces in 1914 produced a total befere behind.—Life , AMONG THE WAR'S WORST ACTS.
crop of wheat, oats, barley, and flax, amounting to - . . : _ | A wanton and brutal disregard of Hague rules and
326,000,000 bushels, as compared with 461,000,000 in Brown—"I can't see that it makes any difference

humane principles, the raid belongs with the worst

what one's name is. [ would just as soon my name

1913. The amount of money received for the 1914 wWhat one s, - " acts of German militarism in the present war—with
crop was $205,449,000, as compared with $180,182,000 “”.“‘» I’“"I“ !.] "s_ anything elge. . the invasion of Belgium, with the burning of Lou-
for 1913. War prices have meant much to the west-, (”‘”m - Soiiwould L. Oh. I @idn't imean that—=I vain, with the bomb-dropping on Paris and Antwerp,
ern farmers. meat— with the destruction of Rheims Cathedral, with the
— . - The dealer in antiques was showing an old violin Scarborough-Whitby bombardment.—New York Tri-
According to the reports furnished by members of {0 . DEGBANTS: bugen bune.
the crews taking part in Sunday’s naval engagement, = Yes,” he said, “that is of historical interest; that

the German cruiser Kolberg was also sent to the bot-
tom. There are also rumors to the effect that two or
three other German hoats were so seriously damaged
Altogether the ‘“Baby

ix the identical fiddle Nero played while Rome was

e e e e R

The Day’s Best Editorial

burning!
“Oh, that is a myth!"

HEEEELE

| trophe reminds us how far we are from a true type |

| the poor and the waak, and all the bitter and shallow |
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- MARKET TOOK TURN DOW]

1t is That Minimum on Steel Will N
d and That Buying is Likely
Come Shortly.
it 2

New York, January 29.— Strength and activit

yailed duging the first half hour, but, aroundl
latter showed & tendency to diminish, alt}
:: former was well maintained.

* Traders said a large amount of stock had

¢overed, but the puying for the most part se

kind.
msbleee"l’lllcgoo\iicd to 405%, but the demand for
covering of shorts was not eager, and some clos
servers thought the price movement in that
would be small for some time to come.

A relapse into duliness was expected.

Selling ex-dividend, Amalgamst:ed Copper ml.\'n
fo 54%, and there was quite a little actl.vlty in
other copper issues, due to the advance in the |
1 to a 14% cent basis.

Expectatio
Again Lowere
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of the meta

New York, January 29.—A rumor
éntered into peace negotiations with Germany ca
decline of the stock market in the se

argued that if the Russians withd

that Russia

“

a general

pour, for it was
d f nes of war would che

from the conflict the fortur ; A

yery decisively in favor of the Germans.

United States Steel became “frozen up,” as
s been the case at about the same time on Thurs
New St

Agents, 64 Wall &

and the market for it went back to the

Chicago Spokane s soune nade b woodsized Teact
{ p, where sales were made at good-s rac
j i ?IE)‘ICO‘ :n‘:iz-r the offictal minimum.
| MCXICO, Ribs Canadian Pacific was the weak feature, selling de
i\ 2% points to 159% That issue would probably br
severely should Russia decide to withdraw from
Fitopean war; but that this is an unlikely. conf
INCORPORATED 1832 gency was shown in a definite official statem

made at Petrograd a week or two ago.

New York, January 29.—At the opening the st
market was §(er11g. and active, and it was genera
believed that the reduction of the minimum price
Steel to 40 would reestablish that stock in active tr:

BANK F NOVA SC0TH

#
ey are bey repair. # | . i X A
‘Ihli]l they Are '1(1. "“]“ rep N The dealer agreed, saying: gaplml PI?ld ;JP e = = :?'ggg'%m ing and encourage bullish operations in the whole 1
Killers” received a lesson which 2y & 3 . . eserve Fun - = . 0 ) 5 di
“Yes s 8 Myth's na as « 1 ey S ks were strong; American Beet Sugs
to folget. Yes, it lfur. and Myth's name was on it, but it 1“’5‘#M*m*;m&&t&;;x.t&:.q.a***’tt*t&&t-& 4 Total Assets Over - . . 90,000.000.80 ugarslack : :’ g gl l]m T ;a .y u‘.\rf
got worn off.” | vancing two points to 37, a he end of a few minu
— e WAR IN AMERICAN HISTORY. 190 Branches in Canada, Newfoundland ed while imencan Sugar Refining advanced a point
Jd i e Gover 's Trade Commission- - . k
Agcording - (.h' Mo ”""?m" = s The many blunders in statuary inscriptions recall a  The American people never have heen ready to carry West Indies 11 ’
er in South Africa, a new fuel for motor driven en- . L % . ) )
: ai 1 in that country. It is StOr¥ of one which a worthy citizen of Glasgow on any of the $ive major wars they have waged 1n NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON The strong sugar market for refined sugar and t
zines has 2 scov in at ¢ s i & . 5 : 5 » »
gines h ‘f' “_(" ! “_' (\r(\" . was ready to perpetrate upon the city's statue to Nel- the century of their existence as a nation. Each probability that German sugar will be cut off frc
named Natalite, and is claimed to he much superior ) . A . . X h
| Tl 1 t the Trade Commissioner son.  Nothing florid was wanted, but something the | generation of Americans virtually nce the republic the markets for a considerable time to come, we¢
pol, T advantages the ade Col P g . . ==l ;
to: petro HEMEE RS o . merit of which should consist in its brevity and sin-|was founded has known what war was, and each has bullish factors
claimed for it are, lower cost, solubility in water, ) R R i | X . N
1 li i delterious: after eftect cerity “Glasgow to Nelson was the advice given ' ignored the lessons taught by experience to its pre- ESTABLISHED 187: Mexican Petroleum sold at 733, a gain of 13
greater cleanliness and no > ous after acts. o O X N
2 e . by a distinguished visitor when appealed to by the. decessors. Therefore each war has found us both United States Steel opene ri sales fry )
He concludes that “the future of this new fuel should e R L ' e | i cel opened with sales from 40
be boundless."” logal fathe ready and unready and has paid the price. | down to 40, the latter price being the new minimu
e . I
| "Ay. a very guid suggestion,” said one of the coun- If to-day we were precipitated into war as out | and a decline of 3 points. Subsequently ‘there was r
cillors.  “And, as the toon o' Nelson's close at hand, | forhears were, like our forbears we should be reaay | 260 zovery of a fraction from low, and demand seemed
VALUE OF BIG GUN SHIPS. micht we no juist say, ‘Glasgow to Nelson, sax miles,’ | and unready, proudly confident, pitifully unpreparea. | Head Office: HAMILTON be much better than it had been at 43 on Wednesda
Interesting deductions made from the battle off the that so it micht serve for a monument and milestone | we are not prepared efficiently to undertake an in- ea ce: - Pressed Steel Car Company common opened 4
coast of Chile on Nov. 1. where the British cruisers ' too?” I ternational duty in Mexico. We were not preparea 400 shares at 28 off | points, ‘and within 1 point of 1]
Good Hope and Monmouth were sunk by the Ger- — e , e G S - . R —
’ . ) . R ~ o competently to deal with Cuba. We were not pre (,npltal Authorized - - - 000,000 1 price.
man squadron under Admiral von Spee, and the lat- A Dbuilder's man was seen walking with his right pared capably to deal with the rebellion, nor with
er battle off the Falklands, when ].1'1(\.\” \\'..1.\1‘1|w arn raised ulm.\'l‘ his head ‘.1an slightly bent, as if{ Mevico in 1847, nor with England in 1812 or in 177b. Capital Paid Up s % s 3,000,24) New  York, Junuary 20.—In the afternoon tl
inder Admiral Sturdee sunk tfour out of five of Von' carrying an object of some weight. We do not know this truth about our wars. “-0‘ | 375000 Stock Market broke sharp the pretext for the de
A e g g Engd ¢ o o & o ik for | S 5 - - - - - - 3,7 4 o =
Spee's s s, appes ondo ‘ng O ] ¥ < e or? - u GLC 4 e being - "
=y hips, appe |.| in the | w‘u Fn ||fmx f I e What the dickens are you walking like that for only know that each time Wwe have Won. We ao| surplus cline being the rumor that Russia had Eitersd i
18, As already pointed out in the Army and Navy asked the puzzled foreman. not ask why. We simply assume that victory 1m>‘ peace negotiations with Germany.
» Engineer reaches the co s ¢ “Can’ ralk i vell a ike?" i e : - Mg storvine )
I 1, the Engineer rea the conclusion that it Can't T walk blooming well as | like?" replied th her home under our flag and will never take wing | The story was regarded as preposterous in all con
the big gun power and specd that has told thus man. 11 ‘ ervative g s
| in the day of trial. servative quarters, hut the probability is c
far in naval duels. The Enzincer says, in part: “Yes, perhaps you may: but what about the chap | THE VERSATILE EDITOR. et ) . ¥ is that an
To cling to this dangerous delusion year after vear " . L is true Wt Pretext would have heen good enough on account
“Little by little, as one naval action follows anotli= behind 2" : T 7| Editors have their pecullar troubles. iuis true the market's :
. generation after generation, is an error which has - harket's technical position.
er. light is being thrown on the various war pro-! Turning, the workman saw his mate standing two . the scribe who wrote this paragraph was not d The real e; ¢
; : : ; ) cost us dear and is certain to cost us dearer. Ana| . fo i . his little Tt ot real cause of the decline was last Tuesday’
Llems that have been discussed in times of peace. | vards in the rear holding his arm in precisely the . . ing very hard on his imagination for this little Jitof Steel L sday
§ | we could not cling to it if we gave attention to dis- S news and the break which has since occurre:
Everything points in the same direction; the big gun ' same way. al analysi ¢ hi N B stunts: An editor should be able to write it poem, s in the price of Unit 1 Stat. i conrre
| - 5 " reg analysis of our history in warfare ‘e glor, . 3 . * ) ed States Steel, always ¢ = -
that is. a gun bigEEr 4y thing your epponent | “Well, I'm blowed. Bill" he said. after a_momenta [#0 S8 40 O 0ar 1Y l“ : warfare.  We glory | o oo the tariff. umpire a ball game, preach the e, AT 13K i, i s Steel, always a leader.
. o Z E s n Lexington, Bunker ill, or] 'S ‘o ig e | ¢ o M. stocks showe s - . -
as—is master of the situation. The secret of sea reflection, “we've left the blooming ladder behind! he © ‘“U ’) : r.EllL and Yorktown. ‘We BNOTE | heat a lawver, report a wedding, write ubitues Jow, thet ot owed some rally from th
. | the fac hat while we ca 2 - 400 3 . N ( ' ecovery amour > F i - 5 i
power, numbers apart, is big cuns, end lots of them, leh i - lled nearly 400,000 men tol .. wood, describe a fire, make one dullar to d (he a mumber of the leaq 'ing to a point or two i
. o 8 | . " e colors dur P War, e Britis sver hio oy | b ) ¢ leaders.
o fast SHIpE"eATMY N0 NATE FOUFRAL, A colleator 16 & InEtAImSAt EvkleTn: sstaplEhment| e ng the war, the British never had more | ok of ten, spout at a soiree, address the agricutr New Haven sold I"
5 - . i raskitiete | - 2 aven sold dc ) 49 — )
— = new at the business. and very sensitive about per- | than one-tenth that number: that Washington, for | society, abuse the liquor traffic. test wiiskey, sub- whieh it show oW Lo 49, the minimum price, a
all the numbers called, never could get more than { snobbery, showed a decline of 414 points from Thurs-

forming his unpleasant task, was particularly embar-
rassed because the lady upon whom he had called was
Still, the van was at the door,

THE HIGHEST TYPE OF HEROISM.

I'he highest type of martial

| 17.000 men on any battlefield, and at per haps the low-

eroism is not the Jdash- g6 exceedingly poilte. est stage of our hopes, at Trenton and Princeton, haa

ing adventurer of romance. but the mud-slained man ( ng (fectives i =
X N | 5 the lady was in arrears in her payments, and he re- 1ess than 4.000 effectives in hand.  We ignore the
i e trenches over yonder— th ne pa st i ;
in the trenches over yont French peasant, the membered his duty. unwisdom of the policy which brought this state ot
Belgis artisan, the Germun farmer or iversi . % o » ‘hic

ian ar ; roor university “CGiood morning said the old lady. “It's a beau- affairs about, which again and again drove Wash-
tudent, the British clerk pecr or workman; men

tiful day, is it no Ington. to the brink of despair and the cause to the
“Beautiful indeed!
“Won't you take a
“Er—no, thank
“I think I'll take the piano.”

THE CALL.
“A Canadian Soldier” says:

like ourselves, used to peace and order, and decency,
the sake
ain that the
fate
has made
club to the
the

he agreed edge of defeat, a policy persisted in,

chair?”

despite experi-
peril and \ll‘
| the nation. |

ho are endu g unim niable horrors 3 . .
who are enduring u worrors for she said. ence, for a century, at the heavy cost
of their ideals.  Thelr courage proves

you, not this morning,” he stam-

an s still rises superior to any tes y . R
human spirit perior to any test that mered. We think of the final succe

but 4ve ignore the de-
cisive part played by British politics and pro-Amert-
England and the pre-occupations
of the Mother Country with the Europe

Man's gen

can devise destruction
great flights from the flint war

the tube of

machine can feeling in hy

gun, from Greek fire to submarine “I haye been sent these

torpedo: but.not yet has it distanced his courage or swinging little verses, written by one of the Canadian Our delusions as to the war of 1812 &

|
n situation, |
e still worse. |
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