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Demand Something Mere Substantial Than Friendly 
Overtures From Friendly Nation.—Guarantee 

Against Dismemberment of German 
Empire.

German» Strongly Reinforced, But Allies Circle 
Round Von Kluck’s Right Wing—British Sot- 

diers Are Again Bearing Brunt of 
Fighting.
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(Special to The Journal of Commerce.) (Special to The Journal of Commerce.)

Washington, September 19.—Germany's reply to the 
informal peace overtures of the United States Gov
ernment contains nothing to encourage Washington 
officials In the belief that Germany is ready to Initiate

peace proposals.
This report from Washington stated that there was 

high authority for believing that the three prerequi
sites to Germany's consideration of peace negotiations

were as follows :
First—There must he something more substantial In 

President Wilson's offer than the mere tender of good 
offices of the United States ; assurances must be 
given that the allies also wish peace and that Eng
land must forego her demands for war to a finish 
and for completely crushing Germany.

Second—Guarantee must be given that Germany in 
Europe will not be dismembered.

Third—Assurance must be forthcoming that Ger
many will not be subjected to hostile commercial en
croachments of the nations which surround her In the

The reply -received to-day came in the form of a i 
message from the Imperial Chancellor at Merlin. It 
was sent In response to an Informal inquiry made by 
Ambassador Gerard at the direction of this Govern
ment as to whether or not Germany was prepared to 
discuss peace.

This inquiry was undertaken by the Washington 
officials after Oscar Straus had gained the impres
sion through a conversation with Count von Bern- 
storff, the German Ambassador, that there was a like
lihood that Germany would be willing to talk peace 
with her enemies. It was explained at the time, 
however, that Count von Bernstorff's remarks ex- j 
pressed merely his personal opinions and not the views 
of the German Government.

President Wilson does not regard the reply from 
the Imperial Chancellor as absolutely foreclosing any 
chance of peace discussion as the result of the present 
overtures, but It was apparent that the Washington 
Government could find nothing in the communication 
that would commit Germany to peace negotiations at 
this time.

GENERAL SIR HORACE SMITH-DOR I EN.
His splendid work during the retreat of the Allies won 

unstinted praise from Sir John French.
London, September 19.—After five days’ battle the 

German artillery fire, from their strong positions on 
the River Aisne, has slackened, and the Allies have 

At some ptilnts they have gainedHIES HE HMD M TO 
ME BBS fiM POSIT!
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The Germans have been strongly reinforced, but 
the Allies apparently have pushed a heavy flanking 
force well around the German right wing, and may 
force Gen. Von Kluck to withdraw from his present 
position without the Allies seeking to take it by as
sault, which would cost them thousands of lives. 
There is also good reason to believe that a strong Al
lied army has been forming in the northwest of France 
and is now ready to join the battle.

The battle on the Aisne Is the most momentous yet 
fought. On it depends whether the Germans will be 
forced to retreat into Germany and face an Invasion 
of their land, or whether they can penetrate once more 
to the heart of France. If they retreat they will 
have to abandon much of their artillery, and trans
ports because of the impassable roads.

The battle to-day is raging in a terrific downpoui. 
The men are fighting from trenches waist deep in wa
ter. The losses on both sides have been enormous, 
especially among the British troops, who are taking 
the brunt of the fighting.

The Germans, with their backs to the Oise, have 
made terrific onslaughts on the Allies, trying to force 
them back across the Aisne, but the Allies have re
sisted with indominate energy and courage and have 
not only held their ground but advanced. In one 
effort to smash the Allies the Germans made a furious 
attack on the extreme left. Ten times they surged 
against the Allies, but the French and English met 
them gallantly and hurled them back with terrible 
losses at the point of the bayonet.

Assaults and counter assaults' are occurring all the 
length of the long battle line. The German centre 
which has been greatly strengthened, 'three times has 
tried to recapture Rheims land break the French centre 
but each time it was repulsed. At Mont Faucon the 
Germans are making a stiff defenoq^gjfcd holding their 
lines'. The army of the Crown Prince appears safe 
for the present, having successfully withdrawn from 
the forest of Argonne. From Rhelms to the Argonne 
strong iritrenchments have been built by the enemy.

The German advance in East Prussia was definite
ly checked on September 17th by General Rennan- 
kampf. who has resumed the offensive strongly re
inforced.

O O
OO WAR SUMMARY.
OOOnly Lack of Ammunition Will Make Present Gar- 

man Situation Anything But Impregnable.
Passes and 
was OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

expected. Seventh day of what is proring to be the biggest 
battle of the war finds no substantial advantages 
gained by either side, although the Allies claim slight 
advantages against the German right wing and a 
definite repulse to numbers of German day and night 
attacks made in force.

Berlin, on the other hand, reports succès? against 
the French centre. Germans have taken up positions 
near the Suippe River, east by northeast of Rhelms 
and bombarding that city, which is reported In flames 
at several places.
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"A British officer said to me to-day, "If we held 

would never be shifted whilethe same position we
ammunition lasted. We realize the serious task

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIESwhich faces the Allies.”
Tfie infantry losses must be extremely heavy. The 

of the Allies are doing splendid services.

Germans apparently have taken the offensive in 
the centre in order to compel the Allies to withdraw 
their troops from their left wing which is pressing 
hard against the armies of Von Kluck and Von 
Buelow.

;
ANIZATION PLAN aeroplanes

Last night one located a train filled with retreating 
German soldiers, and the pilot dropped a torch to 

Our artillery blew the train to
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mber 18.—The reorganization 

Claflin Company has been 
few days, and it is

Austria and Germany Have Each Released $2,000,000 
Held to Cover Companies’ Reserve», Thus 

Making Loans Possible».Indicate the range, 
atoms In a few minutes.

»We are having frightful weather. Torrents of 
continually, the trenches are full of
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(Special to Journal of Commerce.)
New York, September 19.—The German and Aus

trian Governments are materially assisting the life 
Insurance companies doing business In those coun-

York announces that each country has released $2,-

rain fall almost 
water, and as a consequence there is something 
like an epidemic of rheumatism among the troops.

The
ed many trenches and soggy condition of the soil 
is making it difficult to dig others.

a question of
“It (s reported that a German force, with a general 

in command, has been sufrounded <n the forest near 
Chateau Thierry.

"The Allies are now massing enormous bodies 
of troops, and everything points to the probability 
of one of the bloodiest battles of the campaign as a 
sequel to five days of fighting."

The Germania Life Insurance Co. of New
Unofficial despatches place the German losses in 

the battle now raging at 100,000 and the Allies 
losses at half that number.

000,000 of the securities held to cover the company'» 
This step has been taken to facilitate andand Taylor reserves.

make, possible the granting of loans to policyholderses are being profitably 
e said of the O’Neil-A dams

operated,
New York, September 19.—Bureau of War Risks 

places insurance on cargoes at rates from V4 to 1 % 
per cent, and from y* to 1 per cent, on vessels.

In those countries.
The following statement has been Issued by the 

Germania Life: "It is not likely that the Company 
will be atected adversely In Europe owing to an 
unusual demand for policy loans, for the reason

>res, however, is owned by H. B. 
ontrol 'of them resting with the

hie a i f*K
SO CITIZENS OFFER 1 LOIN

Company.
1, the re-organization plan 
in cash of 15

House Republicans decide to join Republicans in 
Senate In effort to defeat proposed war tax bill.per cent, to all that most policies ore Issued without the loan on 

clause and for the further reason that thedance in notes. demand
German and Austrian Governments has each releas
ed over $2.000,000 from the securities held by them to

General Motors reports 37.57 per cent, on common 
stock in last fiscal ye^r against 38.90 per cent, year 
before.

ÎURITIES ON Work on Laying Down Water Service Pipes Would 
Have Been Cancelled but for Assistance 

of Private Citizens.

On these securitiescover the reinsurance reserves, 
the company can negotiate loans from the specially 
established "Darlehns Kassen" (Loan Banks), at the 
regular rate of interest, thus providing the company 
the ready cash to meet any extraordinary demand for

DETROIT -TOOK EXCHANGE.
nd par value of 
>lt Stock Exchange with income

yield.

MAUBEUGE FELL ON SEPTEMBER 7
House Committee favors bll providing for exten

sion of the use of commercial paper as security for 
emergency currency but bars state banks.

several stocks
On the Austrian front the campaign continues suc

cessfully. Press Bureau News Overlooked in Excitement 
Caused by Developments During the Past 

Few Days.

One of the unusual effects of the financial pinch 
at the City Hall was disclosed yesterday when the 
Board of Control adopted a resolution on the reconn

ues follow: The Russian forces have, made ah as-

Praction com.$i00 
iiities com.... 100 
illties pfd. .. 100

policies."sault against Przemysl and are before Siehawa and
Jaroslav. In order to protect the policy-holders, both Oer-*10 General Joffree has notified the. War Office that 

the Allied forces are making satisfactory progress.
It is reported the Russians, altogether, 

have, captured 1,000 gun? from the Austro-Germanmendation of the Chief Engineer authorizing the ac
ceptance of cash deposits from proprietors for the 
laying of water service pipes to their dwelling houses.

Since the order was issued to close down new 
works there has been no available funds for laying 
these water service connections and 
a number of citizens have come forward and offered 
to lend the

ami Austrian demand a deposit with the re-6.52
8.57 speetivn governments to the full amount of the re

serves against the outstanding Insurance in these
forces. (Special to The Journal of Commerce.)

London, September 19.—Two important develop
ments of the past 24 hours have ben almost over
looked as a result of the Intense interest In the con
flict raging in France, one <>f the greatest in history.

They are—1: Government Press Bureau announces 
that on September 16, a patrol of five German Uhlans 
was encountered near Doullens France, by an ar
moured motor car force of royal naval flying corps 
under Commander Sams< 
were killed and the fifth was captuerd after being 
wounded.

Doullens Is 20 miles north of Amiens, and only 
about 30 miles from the coast of the English Chan
nel'

100 10.20 The German staff asserts that in its entirety the 
camaign is satisfactory from the fact that there is 
evidence of German gains and that the French have 
failed to penetrate the German right.

100 7 By releasing $2,000,000 In securities, each 
governemnt Is reducing the amount Of the legal re- 

and sending this money into circulation by

THREE AUSTRIAN ARMIES CONCENTRATING
Vienna, via Berlin and Amsterdam, September 19.— 

Three Austrian armies are concentrating on Cracow, 
Tarnow, Przemysl lines for a decisive battle with the 
Russian armies of General Ruzsky and General Brou- 
silloff, according to official announcement issued here.

“This line is 130 miles long apparently following the 
railroad connecting the three cities, 
miles east of Cracow and Przemysl, 80 miles from 
Tarnow."

countries.
100 7.14

îg. Co., pfd. 100
Pfd.  ........ 100
Co. pfd___ 100

as a consequence serves,
enabling the Insurance company to make loans to the 
policyholder» In these countries.money to the city to do the work with 

the understanding that they be reimbursed 
This state of affairs is rather humiliating for the 

city, but as water is a first necessity the Chief En
gineer was

7.60 The Russian force operating In Galicia has cross
ed the River San and is engaging the Austrians in 
a battle fifty miles west of Lemberg, leaving a small 
force to invest Prpemysl.

25 •16 3.33 later on.
10 •10

trill

4.87 CARRYING COAL TO KARLSRUHE10 4.30
Tarnow is fifty Four of the Germans50 compelled to ask the consent of the 

- accept the offers.Board of Control to Consul at New York Announce» Capture of Steamer 
That Wae Probably Carrying Fuel to 

Germans.

$1913 dividend. It is expect- 
as the agreement with the 

Bank of Montreal has been signed there 
®y available for this work.

A new Russian army of 900,000 men is about to 
march through Russian Poland to join the army | 
from Galicia in an advance through Silesia on Ber- 

An army of two million troops is said to be 
ready to follow and Russia is reported to have six 
million men under arms and to be in a condition to 
mobilize an additional 4,000,000.

ed, however, that
Admission that the attack on Przemysl is expected 

confirms the Russian claim that they have reached 
the River San, but the statement that General Von 
Auffenburg and Kankels* armies will form part of 
Austrian front is a denial of the Petrograd 
tions that the Austrian right wing and left wing have 
been crushed.

The entire Russian left wing commanded by Gen
eral Ruzsky and Broussilloff . Is expected momentar
ily to begin ap attack, 
against Przemysl.

General Hoefer declared to-day that the operations 
of the Austrian armies in Galicia had not yet brought 
the main forces into contact with the Russians, 
that only small forces had opposed the Russian ad
vance to secure time for the strengthening of the 
front, where a decisive battle is expected.

Wounded soldiers are being brought here 
from Galicia. Among them Is Fritd Kreisler, the 
famous violinist. J-Ie was wounded in 
ment near Lemberg.

will be mon-
lin. New York, September 19— Sir Courtenay Walter 

Permet, the British Consul General here, announced
It was stated yesterday by a city official that not

since* 1892 had the 
the recourse in

2—The London Times correspondent definitely an
nounces the capture of Maubeuge by Germans, which 
place, he says, fell on September 7.

The presence of British troops at Doullens indi
cates that England has been able to put a fresh 
force in the field in northern France to co-operate 
with the French army under General 
which is reported to have been sent Into the north to 
menace the rear of the German right wing.

Heretofore official mention of British forces has 
placed them In a position of opposing the German

The Times correspondent's confirmation of 
fall of Maubeuge which was officially announced by 
the German Government in Berlin on September 9, is 
Important as showing that Germans have demolish
ed a powerful obstable, which would have menaced 
their retreat.

corporation been obliged to take 
question, which is the result of course 

o the failure of the city to float the $7,000 000 loan.
The report of the Chief 

Board of Control

the receipt of news that a French cruiser had cap
tured the steamer Helna and had taken her to Maf- 

sald the vessel was serving as raUnique. It was
at the time of her capture, supposedly sup-Englneer submitted to the 

n- , yesterday recite^ the facts. Money
M lackinR for laying the water

Who were an*l°ua to have. the work 
au,umn h=d <«*»>» »<> adXance the tUnd, 

' Places those pipes to their property. What the 
J, E"glne<lr nested was that the authorization
fcDMhü 'h.*0 th° Clty TreMurcr to accept the «aid 
“Posits, thus enabling thi city to 
*tork- the city Inter

SALE FOR STANDARD OIL STOCK.
New York, September 19.—It is understood that ar

rangements are near completion for re-establishing 
of a market for Standard Oil securities, 
past few weeks a large volume of buying orders has 
been received by some stock exchange houses special
izing in Oil shares, a large part of these at prices 
considerably above quotations prevalent when the 
market closed on July 30. 
fact that trading in Standard Oil issues in consider
able volume has been, carried on In recent weeks, by 
interests not connected with the Exchange, it is be
lieved that Stock Exchange authorities are 
ready to lift their restrictions.

collier
plying the German cruisers In the Atlantic, although 

D’Amade, her mission was not stated.
Sir Courtenay said later that the Heina was coal

ing about the time she was captured. A reporter 
asked him If the Helna was supplying coal to the 
Karlsruhe, a German cruiser which had been dodg-, 
ing British and French warships In the Atlantic.

"You have made an Intelligent guess," sir Court
enay responded. He declined to reveal the source 
of his information concernlg the Heina’a capture.

The only steamship by the name of Helna record
ed In the maritime register is the Norwegian freight
er Helna, a boat of 1,790 tons, which sailed from 
Philadelphia on August 7 for Laguayra, Venezuela.

pipes and a number Initial assault is expected
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TURKISH WAR MINISTER IN ROME. GENERAL COUNSEL RESIGNS.
New York, September 19.—E. D. Robbins, for many 

years general couheel for New Haven, and more 
recently advisory counsel, has severed entire connec
tion with property.

Interstate Commerce report criticizes many of his 
legislative activities.

tome, September 19.—Enver Pash, the Turkish 
ar Minister, is now in Berlin on a secret mission. 

Zord was received here that the War Minister trav- 
iield strictly incognito.
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MWILL RELIEVE STORAGE CONDITIONS. AEROPLANES AGAIN FLY OVER PARIS.

Berlin, by wireless to Sayvllle, September 19.
*<

Kranklin, Penn., September 18.—The Seep Purchas- 
s Agency of the South penaylvania Oil Co., announ- Tbree G"rm*n aeroplane, again made a flight orer 

es it has «old to the Standard Oil Co. of New Jer«ey >'arl«' according to an official «Internent made here 
110,000 barrels of Penayivania crude oil and that this to'daX- 16 WM 4,80 announced that Gen. Partoe, 
.le will relive storage condition, to such an extant <be Russian commander who ordered that all male

inhabitant» of East Prussia should be shot and all 
villages burned, would be tried by a German court-
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at until further notice the Seep Agency will take 
■out all current -production, 
tide the amount backed up in producers' tanks or 
;ld as credit balances, but what Is produced here

after.

This does not in-
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, martial.
The German governor of Belgium appointed Privy 

Councillor Doctor Von Falcke to find ways gad 
means of protecting the Belgian treasurers against 
burglary and pillage. Ho Is now luring the district z" 
that includes Louvain. Namur, Huy. Nivelles an# 
Liege, with Belgian art experts, to take the neces
sary steps.

It is announced here that thé British Naval Com
mission tins left Constantinople.

supplied, which is the main thing
t£

SS, LIMITED 7ZAM/ME*Brazilian moratorium
The Brazilian 

tomber
formation

extended. TO PAY DIVIDEND IN SCRIP.
pari:14 to ™°r*t°rlum was extended on Sep- 

cember 14, according to cable in 
The c_oCelVed ‘n N6W Tork. ^ ,n"

bu.lneM*it«Uat°n re,P“t to Brazil-
torge exporting t, mlng 86rlou8. according to a 
“«a? that some "TV1? °f Whlch 8ta‘8d «»-f 
J*» «> new bustnL, b T *1”1" "" re,utin«r to 
through. eS8' but were seeing old business

i Pittsburgh, Penn., September 19.—Philadelphia
Company declared its regular semi-annual dividend 
of 3- per cent on preferred stock and regular quarterly 
dividend of 1% per cent on common stock, both pay
able In scrip November 2 to stock of record October 
I. Scrip will be redeemable at option of the com- 

Te-day'e despatches state that the German artillery fire north of the River Aisne is slackening an< pany on or before ay i, 1918. and bear Interest until 
that the Allies have advanced seven miles. Apparently the Germans are unable to hold their line in face date of >• --nptlon * " p?!. coot payable j hol^ w
of the ^fierce onslaught of the Allied troops. I seml-annu.-.aÿ. prieols

iNTREAL
PROCLAIMS HOLY WAR.

Lcndedh; September 19.— News agency dispatch 
frôft» Pottofcfad say» “Holy Synod has proclaimed a 

nst Germany and Austria and ordered 
ach t in churcWÉfc/i* .-
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