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that nt-st experts who had carefully studied the -sih- 
jrct considered tliât the fire-pmefing of wool 
safeguard, and under ordinary conditions would 
greatly reduce the fire risk. It would, however, be 
Cisisutned In continued application of flank-, and 
under certain conditions especially favourable to tire 

slow combustion by itself, hut the

ntTEMATIORAl Ft RE PREVBHTIO* COHO!
was a

meeting of the above Congress on Oth 
was read .«t "Electric Wiring and Fire

At one
ult , a |si|*r
Risks," hv Mr E C. ile Segundo. The author, in 
the course of his pafier. said that the essential condi­
tion of a properly erected wiring installation con- 
eisted in providing that the eleetrie current should lie 
ki^k within its preserilied Is kinds, and that if hv 
unforeseen i-nntmgencv a way should he opened for 
the current to travel in any unauthorized direction, the 

iff autoinaticallv and instantly.

might sup)«irt a 
sank- conditions of heat would also ruin many .slier 
accepted fire-proof materials, lie was of opinkm 
that the non-flammable nature of the material was its 

Me. Savin', chairman of the Om­

an v

grcaot value.
said that the llritish Fire l’revenusi Omsupply should Ih eut

No absolutely trustworthy means had as vet twin de- I c11ll„rsi.<| views of I’rof. Wisdom The
xise.1 wherein |.wsi|,le trouble due to electricity ".sit I rxmllivr )u. rvmarked. were desirous of discriminât 
of hsiiids " c.Slid lie guarded against, and the rff.sls I . |Mitt,.en lire resisting materials and systems of 
of those who were working in the cause of fire pre- I 0-1?ttrilcti,affording tem|«>rary protection, partial 
vention should Is- directed towards bringing ahoit I ^ (i|„ against lire, and to classify all
the adoption of the lies! kind rtf insulation and the |>ujl<|,ng malerjal# an<| systems of con struct i. si unilcr 
most suitable kind of meehanical protcctirsi for the I ,|lr,.c headings. They also suggested ntinimum
xxires For safety again-t risk of fire, one mu* de- I requirements of lire resistance for Imildhtg materials,
IssnI enlirrlv up.si the means adopted for keeping the which they said u was desirable should become uni
electric current within it* designed sphere of action— I versa . . . , •

e*- « g .s • I in i lie sect h >ti t >11 tire kisses «uni msurwicf, 2-namelv. the character of the insulation of the wires I ti c „
contact heween wires | rtqmrted m the Insurance Observer |«|H - «.re 

read cenpilrd by Mr. V. K. Noverrc ( Norwich l mon 
Fire Insurance Society) on "1-ire Insurance and its 
Influence upm Fire Risks," by Mr. XX . II Stratum 
(National Fire I’rotcctiutl Association, l .S X ), an. 
by Mr. J. Slu'isnrd (North llritish and Mcrcantik 
Insurance Company), dealing with "The Importann- 
of Statistical Research for Determining the t'.eueral

or the mean- adopted to prevent
This included the insolation onof opposite polarity

the wire and the means adopted to guard against 
meehanical injury and damp Vp to the present 
nothing had Item f.suid to tisu'h best quality ruMier 
spxiallv perpaml to resist the oxidising action of the 
atmosphere, and the deleterious influenre of any rise 
in temperature of the conductor. It was possible, 
however, that before long a new fonn of insulator I Causes of Fire.
might Is- into.lured upon the English market which, Mr Shcpparxl observed that to guard ell 
while possessing all the useful properties of gutla- the occurrence of fire it^ was necessatJo ha
pervlia. was practical I v indifferent to the action of I as ful1 a knowledge a> i« r»i » a " 1 1‘
light and air. and was very much harder than g,utta I which fires originated, am sux tin i.rma hsi ' 
js-rcha Large quantities of wires insulated with I I*" tabulated for diflcnut )>en s, its .
this material had already Is-en used nn the continent | trades, so that riliahli cotnparis.sis urn

with the view of allying remedies which tin-* re- 
might show to,Is- necessary, and so prevent the 

if fires and place due restraint hi negli 
gent, dishonest, or malicious fire raising. In a 
ing article. In- said. "The 1 iittcs, of June 
advsated an official iim-stigati.it into the causes -1 

res, using the following argument: "It is <*«» 1} 
that a ktv.wl. ilgc of causes, some of which arc lik'1' j < 
to Ik- at least occasionally overlooked, might prepare ■ 
the way for measures of precaution against n-U th> I 
very nature of which may now be unsuspected [ 
Such a quotation proved that the necessity fur »' K 
official investigalim into the causes and circiim-Mnc# | 
connected with fires was generally acknowledged 1 

The International Fire Vrevention Congress • ■ 
considered to leave lieen quite successful in elicitmt ■ 
the views of a munlicr of the leading experts in O* ■ 
Itritain, Etinqte and the United States, itacludinj ■ 
chiefs of the largest fire brigades in the world -ex ■ 

architects, engineers and electrical .-uith'r H 
also underwriters of high standing. A pi*»»* B

The ideal mrthml of wiring awith excellent results 
building. in his opinion, was to use nothing hut the 
highest class of vulcanized or other suitable ruMs-r 
insulati.si with some suitable form of mechanical

turns 
recurrence i

, lead- 
1'fO.l

.Sextion in the way of braiding, and to enclose the 
wires in a continmsis system of cold drawn steel 
tubes v|svinlK srlexled for smoothness of bore, with 
joint Nixes inserted at all |mints necessary to enable 
the drawing in of the xxircs to lie carried isit without 
iniairx to their prntectixr covering, and to facilitate 
inspection, withdrawal of anv xvires for the purpose, 
if need Is-, of increasing their sire, etc., the whole 
system of steel tills- and joint boxes being connected 
to earth

In a paper on "Safeguards against Fires caused by 
Lightning." Mr Hands, he stated that thunderstorm* 
were increasing all over Europe. In 1/wi.l.si the 
average in List (m xears had risen fruit IJ to it |s-r 
annum Profeswir Wools.«i. of Columbia Univer­
sity. New X’ork in a pa|k-r on, "N.si llammahle and 
Fire Retarding Wood," said hr preferred the term, 
"fire resisting." to "fire-proof" wool. Ile declared

eminent 
ties, i_ 
feature was


