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servant woman resided for eight years in the hospital,
ate and drank with the patients, yet has never shown
any symptoms of the disease. The laundress of the ins-
titution lives under its roof, and has done so for two
years ;she is a widow, her husband having died of the
scourge, she beiug his sole nurse during his illness. She
is in perfect health. Tt has also happened more than
once that persons suspected of leprosy and placed in
the hospital, after remaining there several years and
developing no further symptoms, are discharged as
«whole ».

All the patients now in the hospital agree that the
disease is communicated by touch, and each has his
own theory as to where he was exposed to it—either by
sleeping with some one who had it, or by eating and
drinking with such. '

I am strongly persuaded that this disease, whatever
may be its origin, is greatly agaravated by the kind of
life led by the natives of Tracadie, who are all fisher-
men or sailors. Their food is fish, generally herring,
and their only vegetables turnips and potaioes. Such is
their extreme poverty, that there are not ten families in
Tracadie who ever touch bread.

After Governor Gordon's visit in 1862, the condi-
tion of the lepers was much improved. The sisters
taught the young to read and employed them in making
shoes and other articles.

The investigations of Governor Gordon, although
made during a brief inspection of the lazaretto, are far
from complete. The Abbé Gauvreau has been for
eighteen years chaplain of the hospital. He has watched
keenly the progress of the disease in overa hundred cases.
He has noted every sympton of its slow and fatal march,
He has been present at the death beds of many of the




