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WAX CRAFT.

Ontario Boo-Keepers Convention.

e'<8vBy J. L. Byer. Mount Joy.
Beeewax, we know, U a myeterioue sub­

stance secreted by the bees and not gath­
ered, as our forefathers used to think. We 
cannot understand the procese any more 
than we can understand how the spider 
spins his web. Wax is a product from 
the body of the bee. We find if we look 
through ancient history and along through 
the medieval ages wax was known in a 
commençai way. Bees wax, I believe, 
was of much larger production many 
years ago than now, but modern methods 
of bee-keeping explain this. Mention of 
the use of wax in the line arts was made 
away back as far as the second or third 
century. We And also that the anciente 
had a knowledge of the art of making 
wax flowers from beeswax; it was rolled 
out in thin sheets.

Beeswax to-day comes into competition 
with many other waxes. 1 think paraffin 
and cereein are most largely used for the 
adulteration of beeswax. While wax is 
simply a by-product and does not secure 
nearly the same attention in production 
as honey does, yet the great packing 
houses of Chicago and other places pay 
their dividends to the stockholders from 
the by-products—things formerly wasted. I 
have been impressed with the fact, in the 
last two or three years, especially as to 
the enormous waste of beeswax in the 
country. I would not be capable of mak­
ing even an estimate of the thousands of 
dollars of wax wasted in Ontario every 
year, without going outside of the pro­
vince, and this condition, to say the least, 
is poor economy. And it is well to remem­
ber that while beeswax comes into com­
petition with a number of inferior waxes 
—I use the term guardedly—it seems to 
me that the use of beeswax is increasing 
all the time, and there are calls for bees­
wax in the last few years in certain lines 
that in other years I hadn’t the faintest

idea it was used for. For the last three 
years I myself have supplied beeswax to 
a firm that makes a special line of paper. 
I know another bee-keeper who is supply­
ing exclusively a firm of engravers with 
wax for silver plating and work like that, 
and they are particular as to the kind of 
wax they get. as to it. purity, as to how 
it is rendered and so on.

The extracted honey producer is more 
largely interested in the line of wax pro­
duction than the comb honey producer, 
because the comb honey producer does not 
have cappings. The chief sources of wax 
are cappings and old combs that are filled 
with drone cells and misshapen and not 
fit to be left. If you happen to use ex­
tracting combs with narrow top bars, you 
will get a nice little income by scraping 
those every year. I have seen these same 
kind of combe used year after year by 
lots of bee-keepers where they never were 
cleaned up at all. There are big wages 
in scraping off those combs, to say noth­
ing of the nicety in handling them for 
next year’s work.

Another source of wax production, which 
is not so welcome to the most of us, is 
when we happen to get a dose of foul 
brood. One man melted up over 5,000 
combs, and if it had not been for the wax 
press it would have been a hard matter 
to estimate the big lose he would have 
had. but the wax he received more than 
paid for all the foundation he needed, 
and he had about ISO to $75 to the good.

We cannot speak of wax production 
without coming to the question of how 
best to secure the most wax. and then we 
get into the question of wax presses. To 
get good results in rendering up combs, 
we must have some kind of wax presses.
I have had slumgum sent to me different 
times from different bee-keepers, and 
while I have not taken the trouble to 
bring any figures here, I want to say. 
every time when the wax press was used 
I could make big wages in handling that 
slumgum which was sent to me. but It is 
not a nice job. It would run from 15% to
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