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rose) and whose American name was Laura.
Nearly everybody called her Laura, even her
parents and Chinese friends. Laura had a
sweetheart, a youth named Kai Tzu. Kai
Tzu, who was American-born, and as ruddy
and stalwart as any young Westerner, was
noted amongst baseball players as one of the
finest pitchers on the Coast. He could also
sing, “Drink to me only with thine eyes,”
to Laura’s piano accompaniment.

Now the only person who knew that Kai
Tzu loved Laura and that Laura loved Kai
Tzu, was Mrs. Spring Fragrance. The rea-
son for this was that, although the Chin Yuen
parents lived in a house furnished in American
style, and wore American clothes, yet they
religiously observed many Chinese customs,
and their ideals of life were the ideals of their
Chinese forefathers. Therefore, they had be-
trothed their daughter, Laura, at the age of
fifteen, to the eldest son of the Chinese Govern-
ment school-teacher in San Francisco. The
time for the consummation of the betrothal
was approaching.

Laura was with Mrs. Spring Fragrance and
Mrs. Spring Fragrance was trying to cheer
her.

“I had such a pretty walk today,” said
she. “I crossed the banks above the beach




