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8ee has never ceased to work zealoualy in concert with you

and your predecessors. Thus numerous institutions for the

moral and scientific education of your children have been

founded under the favor and protection of the Church.

Amongst these the great University of Quebec, adorned and

strengthened with all » the dignity and rights which. the /

Apostolic authority is accustomed to confer, assuredly

occupies the place of honor, and stands as sufficient witness

that the Apostolic See has liad no greater desire or care than/

the formation of a race of citizens as distinguished by its

intellectual culture as it is rendered commendable by4ts

virtues. Wherefore, it is with the greatest solicitude, as you i

-yourselvescah easily understands^ that we have followed the

miBfortunes which have lately marked the history of Catholic

education in Manitoba. For it is our wish and it is our duty/
to endeavor by every means in our power to bring it about

'

that no harm befall the faith and religion of so many thou- ^

sands of souls, the salvation of which has been especially

entrusted ta us, in a State which received the first rudiments

of Christian teaching as well as of civilization from the Catho-^

lie Church^. And since very many expect a pronouncement

from us upon this question, and look to us to point out what

course they should pursue, we determined not to come to any

^ conclusion upon the matter until pUr Delegate Apostolic had

examined it upon the spot. Charged to make a careful survey

of the situation and tb report upon it to us, he has with fidehty

and ability fulfilled the task we imposed^upott^him.

The Question at Issue. '

The question at issue is assuredly one of the highest and

most serious importance. The decisions arrived at s^en

years ago on the school question by the Parliament of the

province of Manitoba inust be remembered. The Act of

Union df the Confederation had secured to Catholics -the right

to be educated in the public schools according to their con-

gciences; and yet this right the Parliament of Manitoba .

abolighed by a contrary law. This is a noxious law. For out
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