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R^^m if*
.'''^"''"**^' accompanied by Lady

string of perfect pearls round her neck, and her

arranged, looked very fragile and pathetic
She looked at the pearl stringer very much as

^^^^'T^J'^t
'^^*** - ^''' *"d held out her

pretty, hmp hand.
"My dear Miss"- she hesitated as usual for the

right name-" Miss Mordaunt, it is very good of
y« ^i to come to see me, but I don't understand-I
really do not understand the extraordinary requestyou have made to Miss Beverley."

.J^* -fiT^u*'
^^' secretary, and touched her

eyes with her handkerchief. « Dearest Hal I
" she

murmured to herself.

prL'"!?/°'^^?" '° '^^ ""^ ^^ Wm. LadyRosm,n I " said Nannie. « He was so kind to mewe have known each other for years."
"I have heard him speak of you," said Lady

Rostron sinking into a chair and again brushing
the ready tears from her eyelashes, " but I didn'tknow you were really friends. It is so extra-
ordinary. Dear Alice, advise me !

"

She fondled her secretary's hand, frowning a
httle as If to give the cue for her answer. Miss
Beverley slightly nodded her head, but did notcommit herself to an opinion.

Jl.^'"*"'^^^'
Miss-er-Morley, I do not know

whether I ought to grant your request. If only
Sir John were here, Alice I My poor brother-in-


