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Other members of tlu- Cmun il f)[ Slate. Iiatl 0.'.'.id d ih.iL

the {ollowing steps sh-mld immediately In f;>]<(n :

1. Secret inquiries should be instiUiti tl in tlu- Fr. ni h

ports to discover whether a fleet was biiii;.; lit lid out .nd

if so, where, and whither bound.

2. Preparations should be bei^aui at Seviili' for tiuin;: out

a strong fleet, and 4000 bushels of win at were U) 1-: p\u-

chased there.

3. Ships for the Indies were to be arnn d and to sajl

together under convoy.

4. The eonstrurtion of all forls in llu" Indi - was to

be hastened, and those already eonipletcd were to be

strengthened.

5. Finally all citizcn=5 in the Indies were to b.- provided

with arms.i

A week later, on October 17, FraU'is opc^nly i.-sued a com-

mission to Jacques Cartier for the projio-ed i xpcdilion to

Canada, Hochelaga, and the kiu'idom of Sa'.;ir uay :

' With the desire,' ran Cartier'- 0)n-inn--iiir.. 'l<>!i ;',rn ,::';d liav.-

knowled.L'c of several countries said to l;e inliLilrlti il and pc-M'-siii

by savaf,'e penjiles livin,Lr without kno\v!( die of ("rod, v.e ]::,xv at

great expense alreadv sent seveml ^nod ]«ilnts, i-nr sr.l.jc cts, to

discover in tlie said countries, and amonLT otli, rs we eii out (nu-

dear and welbbeloved Jacques Cariier, who hns (!i~'-o\ .ird rre;;t

tracts of the coimtries of Canada and ' foilieliiL'a whi'li form the

confines of Asia on the wc>t, wiiich countries he found |nodurtive

of good commoditi(\s ... in con-idi ration v.liereof \,e Iiavo

decided to send back tlie said C:irtier to 11;'' said <(nu:tri'S of

Canada and Hoclielaga, iind as f.ir astlie I;ind of <.'.;;ii. laA-.-louM

he be able to penetrate there.' ^

Cartier was appointed ma-tcr-jalot of the fleet, v>!tl!

power to choose^ hftv persons suitabic for ^' Itlers from

the chstricts of Paris, Rom n, Cam, P.:-:'--. Toe.r<, Maine,

Anjou, and (luyennc.

» Arcliivo General dc Simanc.is, Esta/Jn, Ca^i.i!\7, \>-
.

5'". « '":-/;

and 108-11; and Arcliivo de Indins, Seville, c-t. i y-i. c: y.-A 7. V\'.. 31. Cl.

aNo British .Museum, Add. MS., 2^v>-:. ft. im-.o,.
•

J. P. Baxter, .! Mcmoit of Jaijucs Caitiir, 3.v,-i2 (New Veil;, I'/'').
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