CHEAS. A. STUART ALBERTA.
November £5, 1909.

DEAR SIR:

I beg to ecknowledge the receipt of your fevour
of lovember 18th instant in which you ask me to give you my
views in regerd to the working of the Canedien Law for the
investigetion of industriel disputes.

Iy experience hes been somewhet limited, being
confined to two Conciliation Boards of which I wes appointed
cheirman by the Minister of Lsbour in regerd to two disputes
between coal orerctors ¢t Teber, near Lethbridge, Alberte,
end their employees. In each of thece cuses & satisfectory
agreement was arrived et without the necessity of the Board
heering formel evidence &end meking a formel decision.

In my view of the working of the Act, the best work
can be done by & Concilietion Roard in the way of informel
negotictions by bringing the perties fece to face and talking
the trouble over in & concilietory way. I found thet men who

.hed been stending at crms length and writing letters to esc
other and serving notices on each other in & very hostile
freme of mind aryparently would cct and telk much more reafon-
ebly when they met eac: other versonally in the presence of
the Boerd. Indeed in the two inctances in which I acted it
wes not long before we had the entegonicts celling eceh other
by their first nemes in en exceedingly riendly “ashion erper-
ently.
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I heve had no exyrerience in regerd to the enforcement
of the penalties which the law provid & where a2 gtrike or loek-
out is begun before e Board ic asked for contrary to the pro-
visions of the ‘ct.

One caese occurred hLere recently with which I wes not
personelly connected in eny way where the coel miners in the
Crows Tlest Pase country went out on strike, arparently et cny
rete, in disregerd of and in violation of the Act. No setion
wae token cgainst them for dGoing so, the mine cperators elaim-
ing thet it ley with the . ttorney Ceneral's Department to in-
itiete such proceedings and so refusing to lay any informution
before & megistrate themeelves, while the Attorney Cenecral's
?eg;rtment wae, I think I may go so far as to say, somewhat
influenced by politicel considerstions in not intervening and
instituting proceedings e ainst e large number of minere who
hed votes. This letter remerk of mine is of course rrivete end
confidenticl. i
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