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Toys and toxins—ocean terrors of the 90s
from a ship in another location in in England. Isocyanate is a highly 
the North Pacific. About 1,600 of toxic substance, and the local area 

On January 10,1992, somewhere these shoes have since been found had to be evacuated until the con-
near the middle of the North Pacific along the Alaskan coast. Informa- tainer was recovered.
Ocean, twelve shipping containers tion from those findings was also On a beach in the Persian Gulf, very different than our interaction
washed off the deck of a ship in a compared with computer models of researchers found high numbers of with the land,
storm. One of those containers broke the currents. small plastic pellets which had
open and released approximately
29,000 plastic toys. The toys had the scientific value of the data pro- of bags of these pellets from a factory not be figuring out what scientific
been manufactured in China and vided by such spills. It does not ad- in Saudi Arabia. In some places, 2,000 information this tells us about the
were on their way to Tacoma, Wash- dress larger questions such as why
ington when they went for a sudden spills occur, how many there may be t-i j r I 7

in a year and what possible impacts tldClX ÜJ tllCSC CXpLO""

Ten months later, plastic toys be- they may have on the ocean envi-
gan washing up on beaches near ronment. It is likely that nobody
Sitka, Alaska. According to a recent even knows the full extent to which SIVC CICVICCS IS t)OWCT"
article in the journal EOS Transact material is spilled or purposefully
lions, a total of 400 little red bea- dumped into the ocean each year.
vers, green frogs, blue turtles and Spills of all kinds of objects into fyd £7TOifP'/l t() 77 fa ()ff 
yellow ducks were reported found at the ocean are commonplace. In 1993, <^> 1 JJ
various locations. several beaches on the Brittany coast

The article went on to explain of France had to be closed because of 
how the timing and location of the firecracker starters which had washed 
arrival of the plastic toys provided ashore. Each of these explosive de
data to assist in the understanding of vices is powerful enough to rip off a of these plastic beads, each about 3 
the currents in the Pacific Ocean, hand. A nearby region had already

ocean - and the way they are treated 
more as a scientific curiosity than a 
problem - points out that the inter
action of humans with the ocean is

nificant attention.
On a related note, this year’s 

Killam Lectures arc entitled “Living 
with the Oceans”. There will be three 
lectures, Thursday, October 6, Oc
tober 13, October 20. Each lecture 
will be in the Cohn Auditorium of 
the Daihousie Arts Centre at 8:00 
p.m.. Admission is free.

If you arc interested in discussing 
environmental issues, contact the Eco- 
Action Working Group of theNSPIRG 
(494-6662, or nspirg@ac.dal.ca).

by Wayne Groszko

If plastic toys fell out of an airplane 
The EOS article discusses only washed up as a result of the shipment over Canada, our first concern would

aerodynamics of plastic toys. Our 
first concern would be whether any 
humans had been hurt, and the next 
would probably be to figure out why 
it happened, so as to avoid it happen
ing again. The ocean is a different 
story, because other species live there 
and not us. Only when things wash 
up on the beach do we pay any sig-

swim.

Vol-T ran.sactions,
ume 75, Number 37, September 
13, 1994, page 425. “Rash of Diapers 
to Wash Ashore”. Calgary Herald, 
December 28, 1993, page A14-

Eos

a hand JVTy Other Brother

Restaurant
mm long, could be found in a single 

Using the time and location of the been subjected to bags of pesticides square metre. This could cause prob- 
spill, and where the toys landed, com- washing up on shore, and was antici- 
puter models of ocean currents were paring a tide of disposable diapers them. The pellets 
adjusted to match the data.

This is not the first time that a
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"MtERE TASTE IS THE ORDER OFTHE DAY!"

At Darrell's our main concern 
is the happiness of

you, our guest. We are pleased to offer 
a full range of

choices AND WE TELL GOOD JOKES You'll 
find everything both pleasing 

to the eye as well as to the 
taste buds AND WE MAKE GOOD COFFEE Our 

menu has a wide variety of delicious dishes to 
suit just about everyones 

tastes AND BRIGIT IS A GOOD TABLE DANCER The 
portions are large, the prices 

reasonable AND WE HAVE CLEAN SILVERWARE All 
our ingredients are the freshest 

available AND WE VACUUM EVERY DAY The 
atmosphere is elegant yet understated 

AND JUDY'S RIGHT CUTE IN HER DARRELL'S T-SHIRT 
The staff are friendly 

and attentive to your every need 
AND YES, THAT BIG GUY'S NAME REALLY IS 

DARRELL!
So please enjoy your visit at 

the South End's newest eating experience
AND IF YOU D0NT...REMEMBER ANN HAS A BIG KNIFE!

11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
492-2344

lems for shore birds which may eat
are non-toxic to

which had washed off a ship and 
were headed for France. In a more

cat, but they fill the stomach with
out providing any nutrition, which 
can result in malnutrition and starshipping spill has been used to meas- serious case, a container of isocyanate 

ure ocean currents. Several years ear- washed off a ship in the North Sea vation. 
lier, 61,280 Nike shoes were spilled and subsequently landed on a beach The number of spills into the
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Geronimo Rockport 
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Boulet Carks 
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Doesn't have to be a dragB.A., M.A., B.Comm., B.B.A., M.B.A., B.Sc., M.Sc., B.Eng., etc...
But it has to be done! Come on over and give us a 
try!...Well take the edge off of that Mundane Chore!■
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You Nscan become an Information Technology 

Professional in one year. To learn why ACI’s unique jg||j 
program and placement service are so successful, attend 

our Information Seminar, Wednesday at 6:30pm.
Please call to register at (902) 423-8383.

Metro's Nicest Laundromat
*We've Got Atmosphere*

- Big Screen T.V.
- Clean, Modern Equipment
- Complimentary Coffee
- Friendly Service
- Great Location
We'd love to hear from you!
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Atlantic Computer Institute
Professional Training for the Pool World

OPEN 8am - 9pm DAILY 492 - 2349


