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River Bond outweighs Yarbrough
by Bruce M. Lantz

I prepared for the Glenn 
Yarbrough concert at 
Dalhousie's Rebecca Cohn 
auditorium by having a couple 
of draft at the Pic. The small 
crowd there and the walk to Dal 
in the steady drizzle weren’t 
enough to destroy the slight bias 
I had for Yarbrough; I'd been 
told he was good and expected 
him to be so.

The auditorium added to my 
expectations. It's impressive 
the first time around. My seat 
was prefect - first row centre, 
balcony. The lights were on, the 
stage was lit with an orange 
spear flanked by mauve, there 
were lots of dark wood, and a 
five-man band was tuning up. 
They got ready and Yarbrough 
walked on stage (much heavier 
than I'd expected ) and sang.

His voice was strong and 
controlled as he and the group, 
the Havenstock River Band, 
worked through a variety of 
numbers encompassing “Funky 
in the Country”, several Rod

McKuen love ballads and “Put 
Your Hand in the Hand”, a song 
which I personally detest for its 
presentation of abstract 
platitudes. But it was well 
performed.

Yarbrough is good and he’s at 
home on stage; he should be 
after so many years performing 
all over the world. Yet with a 
duet entitled “Epistle”, by 
Hoyt Axton, I realized that my 
attention was wandering from 
him and fastening on the River 
Band. They were very tight and 
stole the show throughout; a 
hell of a pleasant surprise.

I found myself watching 
them: The pianist (Geoffrey 
Pike) who all but played with 
his feet and did a fantastic job; 
the two guitarists (Gary Clontz 
and Archie Johnson) who in­
terchanged lead work; the 
drummer (Jeff Warren) and the 
bassman (Gordon Curry).

These people had energy 
to burn, and when Yarbrough 
left the stage after half a dozen 
songs, they burned it. Where the

star was dead and dried up from 
too many years of the same sort 
of thing, the Havens tock River 
Band was alive and loving it. 
They performed six numbers, 
moving from funky/ country 
to solid rock and roll.

There were problems of 
course. The lighting was poorly 
handled in spots and the fine 
work being done was virtually 
impossible to hear due to sound 
problems. But people knew, 
they could tell that these people 
were good.

Though little mention of them 
was made in advance publicity 
( they’ve had problems with 
maintaining Yarbrough’s star- 
image) you should know that 
they’re presently cutting an 
album; it should be available in 
Canada in about five years. 
They’re good artists and per­
formers as well, especially if 
you consder that they’ve only 
been together for 11 months and 
starving for a lot of that time.

This concert taught me the 
difference between an artist 
and an entertainer. Yarbrough 
could never be anything but an 
entertainer. That was the way 
he began and made his way with 
the Limelighters, and it’s im­
possible for him to lose it. His 
voice is good and strong, with a 
very distinctive tonal quality, 
but he lacks expression. No
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zC matter how good his 
arrangements (and they are
superlative) it comes out flat— Yarbrough plays for the 
as though he was bored with the people in the audience, plays 
whole thing. He doesn’t have the what he thinks they want to 
life, the energy that shows an hear, rather than weaving them 
artist and separates him from into a net of song and holding 
an routine performer. Perhaps them with it. If you just play for

the people then you are spread 
too thin and lose effect. He’s no 
artist, but one of the best en­
tertainers I’ve ever seen.

Although the Havenstock 
River Band was very good, 
they could not be called great 
artists — yet. They will be in 
short order. To date they have 
lost out because the audience is 
of the type that digs Yar­
brough’s sound. They are good, 
versatile musicians who like 
what they’re doing. They’re 
very together and if they stay 
that way we’ll be hearing from 
them again.

_ After the concert I went back BLACK & to the Pic for a few more. I 
thought about the old man and 
the young band, star and back­
up, entertainer and artists. I 
was glad I went to the Glenn 
Yarbrough concert, but not 
very much because of him.

that is why this was intended as 
a farewell world tour.

Verb's Spaghetti

Don’t Forget The
IVew Year’s Eve Ball

Live Entertainment
Mclnnes Room S.U.B.

A limited number of tickets 
available soon from the 

Enquiry Desk

FREE DELIVERY
4 P.M. TO 1 A.M. DAILY

PIZZA IS OUR SPECIALTY
12 VARIETIES FOR YOUR 

EATING PLEASURE
OPEN FROM 11 A.M. TO 3 A.M. DAILY

6448 Quinpool Rd.

19" (B&W) TV 
Rental 

*4.00 $12 50

COLORV TV WHITE
monthly TVALL GRADUATING STUDENTS 1 2” 1 5'

(B&W) TV

sia°o
Color TV

Rental
$12.50 2 -ks
$20 1 month 
$35 2 months

A Master’s Degree in Business Administration from Mc­
Master University School of Business could help you to 
achieve your career objectives in the areas of management, 
administration, and education because the McMaster M.B.A. 
program offers a wide range of optional courses (that can be 
selected to your needs) as well as providing a core of basic 
knowledge and skills. Although admission is restricted to 
those who have proven that they have the potential and 
commitment required to complete a demanding program, 
graduates in any discipline may be accepted.

Academic standing is not the only entry criterion but, as a 
general rule, you can have a reasonable expectation of 
completing the McMaster M.B.A. program if you have 
maintained at least a second-class standing in the last two 
years of your undergraduate program and if you can achieve 
a satisfactory test score in the Admission Test for Graduate 
Study in Business.

Applicants for the McMaster M.B.A. who have taken 
relevant course work may be granted advanced standing in 
our program. If you are interested in exploring this 
challenging opportunity further, fill in and mail this form —

per month
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2063 GOTTINGEN ST. PHONE 422-5930

Season’s Greetings 
to

Students and Faculty 
from the

To: Assistant to the Dean 
School of Business 

McMaster University 
Hamilton 16, Ontario

Please send me details 
about your MBA program
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Name---------------------.
Address------------------
City________________
University Attending

Lord Nelson Arcade 
Spring Garden Rd.

Province _________
Degree Expected _ 
When? __________


