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Memorial Paper Attacks Gazette
Muse Charges Gazelle Story 

On 'John the Baptist" An 
'insult To Newfoundland'
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vnj The Muse, the student newspaper of the Memor­
ial University of Newfoundland, last week brought 
out a special issue attacking the Dalhousie Gazette 
for an article printed two weeks ago, entitled 'John, 
the baptist, meets the Multitudes in the Promised 
Land'. A petition was also circulated on the Memorial 
University campus demanding a formal apology an ] 
retraction be printed in the Gazette.

LETTER TO THOMPSON
Peter Labans, editor in chief of the Muse, in a letter to ‘V: 

president of the Dalhousie Students’ Council, claimed "this el­
ide, although cleverly written, is an insult to Newfoundland , cl 
her people"'.

"We, in Newfoundland are well acquainted with the gulli­
bility of most mainlanders/’ the letter continued. "This article 
contains the trend of thinking which is all too prevelanf in 
mainland newspapers."

Misconceptions

The Government of Newfound­
land had spent a considerable 
amount of money to clear up mis­
conceptions about Newfoundland,
Mr. Lebans said.
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< ,*THE S cAt :-v it 1
The first intimation the Gazette 
had of the attack was when staff 
members heard about it on a local 
radio station, which had in turn 
received the story in a Canadian 
Press release from St. John’s.

Criticism of the Gazette, was, 
however, not confined to Memor­
ial University students. Ron 
Humphrey, publisher of the St. 
John’s Woman, the Conception 
Bay Times and the Newfoundland 
Veteran, in a telegram to the ed­
itor of the Gazette, said he de­
plored the fact that the Gazette 
“while being the voice of such 
a fine university, would lower 
its editorial standards such as 
that portrayed in covering the 
opening of Memorial University.”

“Full public apology should be 
made to the Prime Minister, 
Premier Smallwood and residents 
of Newfoundland,” the telegram 
concluded.

The editor of the Xaverian in 
Antigonish also sent a telegram 
to the Gazette. “I see no need of 
apology for publishing those op­
inions. simple case of hurt pride,” 

as a complete surprise to its staff, the telegram went.

Thompson Replies To 
Demands by Muse

MUSE EDITOR 
SUB-EDITOR 

RESIGN
Articles such as this can do 

irreparable damage to Newfound­
land. There are numerous refer­
ences in the article, which, to 
slate it bluntly, are in extremely 
bad taste. Particularly the re­
ference to the igloos and the 
starving Newfoundlanders.”

Mr. Lebans continued that the 
staff of the Muse and the student 
body could see no reason for the 
publication of this article ex­
cept to slur the Prime Minister 
of Canada at Newfoundland’s ex­
pense.

Pete Lebans and Verna Robb­

ins, the editor and assistant ed . 

tor of the Muse, have resigned. 

Their reisgnation became ef­

fective last Saturday, in his let­

ter of resignation, the editor 

9. a ted that he could not fulfill 

his duties due to the pressure 

of studies.

President of the Dalhousie Students' Council, Dick Thomp­
son, has replied to a letter from the editor of the Muse demand­
ing the Gazette publish a forma! apology for an article printed 
two issues ago. Mr. Thompson termed the demand "perposter. 
ous", and added the Gazette would not be resuested to publish 
an apology. Following is the text of Mr. Thompson’s letter:

Text : baptist, meets the Multitudes in 
In reply to your letter, I must the article entitled “John, the 

inform you that the Council of 1*le Promised Land”, which app­
eared in the October 25th issue 
of The Dalhousie Gazette.Students of Dalhousie University 

does not consider a formal apol­
ogy and retraction necessary for

Pet ition
A petition signed by about .TOO 

Memorial students — there is a 
student population of approxim­
ately 1,800 at Memorial — was 
enclosed with the letter.

The attack on the Gazette came

Satirize
The Council feels that this art- 

j icle was not written to make fun 
! of the people of Newfoundland, 
but to satirize the campaign tech­
niques of the Prime Minister of 
Canada. If the people of New­
foundland have taken the article 
in a different light, then I feel 
it is they who must be sympath­
ized with for their ignorance of 
Canada, not the ignorance of the 

1 rest of the Canadian people.

ESïlïSffi CUP President NFCUS Head 
'Innocent 

Bystander'

V:

'Failure At 
Council Level'Preposterous

The Council feels that this re­
quest for a formal apology and 
retraction printed in The Dal­
housie Gazette is preposterous. 
The Council has examined the 
matter thoroughly and on read­
ing the article finds it impossible 
to believe any student of Dal­
housie would find it detrimental

Ottawa (CUP) 
dent of the National Federation 
of Canadian University Students 
has charged that student coun­
cils are responsible for the appar­
ent weakness of the organization.

“The real failure of NFCUS”, 
aid Walter McLean, “is at the 

council level. NFCUS is being 
regarded as just another club 
instead of the council’s and the 
student’s voice in national and 
international affairs.”

Deep Interest
Mr. McLean, just returned 

from a tour of universities and 
colleges in the Atlantic prov­
inces, said he found deep interest 
in the Federation, as well as 
“solid backing”, but he charged 
that the basic problem to be over­
come was the “unawareness of 
councillors.”

NFCUS, he said, was not be­
ing seen in its right context. It 
was the local students’ councils’ 
opportunity to lobby for those 
concerns which were of interest 
to particular students.

Mr. McLean will begin a tour 
of universities and colleges in 
Ontario and Quebec this month 
and expects to be in Western 
Canada in January.

The presi-“I’m just an innocent bystand­
er,” was CUP president Ted 
Johnston’s comment on the dis­
pute between the Dalhousie Gaz­
ette and the Muse of Memorial 
University of Newfoundland.

In a special statement to the 
Gazette, Mr. Johnston said all 
he knew was that the Muse had 
made a protest over a story which 
purported to represent the visit 
of the Prime Minister to New­
foundland. He said he did not 
know what the specific bone of 
contention was.

“I can see where the Muse
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to Newfoundland. Anyone who 
would believe that the people of 
Newfoundland live in igloos cer­
tainly is not living in the twent­
ieth century. Would you expect 
a Nova Scotian to complain bit­
terly and demand a formal apol­
ogy every time he was called a 
“Bluenoser” or “Herring-Choak- 
er” ? I certainly do not think so. qa|(| 

No Apology

« II

might take offense at the loose 
reporting of the Gazette,” he 

. “but 1 fail to see a direct
, insult as alleged by the editor 

In conclusion, I have not or- of the Muse
dered the editor of The DalhousiePORTRAIT BY BISSETTR Mr. Johnston said the regional 

president had been asked to in­
vestigate the matter and both 
editors requested to send further 
information.

Gazette to print a formal apology 
and retraction in the newspaper 
because I do not feel one nec-

l:OR CHRISTMAS: Send him something to remember you
t

by. essary.

For An Evening You'll Never Forget,
Come to the

Arts & Science Formal
“AN EVENING IN PARIS99

Date — NOV. 10, 1961
Place — JUBILEE BOAT CLUB (on the Riviera) 

Time — 9:00 P.M.
Cost — $2.50 per couple 
All Faculties Welcome

Phone Dave Bissett — 422.3437

Sittings — $2.00 Prints — $1.25 up.

FIGURE SKATING

All Dalhousie students in­

terested in figure skating are 

invited to attend the Halifax 

Figure Skating Club’s skat­

ing session in the Dal rink, 

Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. No admission 

is charged.

When You’re ready for the BEST, see—

f.
ÉEZIS

BUGH RADIO LTD., QUINPOOL RD, HALIFAX. N. S
Corsages & Tuxedos NOT Mandatory 

See the Crowning of the QueenPHONE 422-7476


