Metis aim for self-government

“The Metis Association of Alberta is work-
ing presently to help set up local self-govern-
ments in Metis Communities.” said Stan
Daniels, President of the Association.

There are 2,600 Metis people living on
eight Metis colonies in Northern Alberta who
have self governing local councils governing
the affairs of their people. But there are 40,000
more Metis people scattered throughout Al-
berta, the majority living as communities
which have weak or no self-governing bodies
to decide their fate.

“The Metis Association’s top priority work
at present is to help establish locals or self-
governing democratic bodies in Metis com-
munities where they do not exist today,” said
Mr. Daniels.

“We are not out to destroy any existing
native local organization but we are out to
help strengthen them.”

- Mr. Daniels said that Metis people in the
province must be organized at the grass-
roots first if they are to be strong at the
Provincial level.

“The Treaty Indians in the province are
at an advantage at this time because every
band in the province has a self-governing
unit. Metis people on the other hand have
a lot of work to do to come up to level of
organization of their Treaty Indian brothers,”
Mr. Daniels said.

“By 1970, the Metis Association hopes to
have 50 strong, organized democratic locals
in Metis communities,” said Mr. Daniels, “al-
ready we have applications from 15 Metis
community organizations.”

When organized, local Metis community
organizations are entitled for membership in-
to the Metis Association of Alberta and have
a voting power to decide in the affairs of the
Association.

“The long range plan for work of the As-
sociation is divided into three stages,” said
Mr. Daniels. “First we must have organiza-
tion. Second, when the Metis people have or-
ganized they must systematically plan, with
all the Human Resources available, solutions
to many problems they face as a group
and finally when they have found and agreed
to solutions develop means of carrying out
“those solutions.”

“We have a lot of work to do and we can-
not do it without the help of trained educated
people,” Mr. Daniels explained.

“There are a lot of Metis people in the
cities who are teachers, doctors and lawyers.
The Metis people need the help of these
people, he said.

Speaking of critics, Mr. Daniels said “that
a lot of people feel that the Association
should start its own housing program and
solve the poverty situation with the $120,000
grant they received earlier from the govern-
ment. If there are 60,000 Metis people in the
province that entitles them only $2.00 each.
What the hell can each Metis do with that.”

Mr. Daniels re- emphasxzed that the Metis
people must organize first. “But it is up to
themselves to do it. The Association is there
to help them.”

Mr. Daniels told “Native People” that
the Metis Association of Alberta are spon-
soring a very important meeting Nov. 22,
at the auditorium of NAIT in Edmonton.

It is being called to bring together Metis
leaders from across Canada for an all out
discussion on need for a national Metis Or-
ganization. He said, “It is a fact that Metis
people in Canada have not been recognized
by the Federal Government since the death
of Louis Riel.”

“We have not had representation in the
Federal Government since Louis Riel him-
self sat in the House of Commons. We need
Federal recognition and representation now,”

he added.

The need for representation at the Federal
level will be on the agenda for discussion at
the Nov. 22 meeting said Mr. Daniels.

At the Nov. 22 meeting Metis leaders
from the three prairie provinces, Ontario
and British Columbia will be discussing the
still unsettled question of land script. Metis
people had been promised 6,000,000 acres of
land by an act of Parliament in 1887. There
are still a lot of unsettled Metis land claims,
he said.

“The issue of land script must be reopen-
ed so the Metis people can find out what
went wrong and ‘find out where they stand
as a people with both Federal and Provincial
Governments,” Mr. Daniels concluded.
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ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL
INDIAN BROTHERHOOD:
The average age of death for adult Indians
is 34 for women and 33 for men.
Forty-seven per cent of Canadian Indian
families earn less than $1,000 a year.
Forty per cent of them live on welfare.
Nearly 60 per cent live in houses of three
rooms or less, compared to a national aver-

age of 11 per cent, and only 9 per cent of
these houses have toilets.

Only 44 per cent of them have electricity.

Forty per cent of them enter school un-
able to speak or understand English or
French.

Sixty-one per cent of Indian children fail
to reach Grade 8.

Ninety-seven per cent fail to reach Grade
12.

The infant mortality rate for pre-school
Indian children is eight times the white rate.

—Canadian Magazine

THE GATEWAY, Friday, March 13, 1970

" TODAY 1S

THANKSGIVING, THAN ?
PURPLE POLECAT elvies

Plldstls ue ‘_;&l S e “;,,M

whars

—

IT'S THE DAY MY PEOPLE GIVE
THANKS FOR THIS GREAT LAND!..
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“The Native People”

rent matters. For example

Edmonton,

Please send me
for each.

Name . .

Address .o,

is a monthly publication of The
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CLEARANCE SALE

Ladies’ Smowboots:
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Children’s Snowboots:
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LICENSED DINING LOUNGE

B House of Famous Chinese
Food

Open Sunday 12-10 p.m.
—Family Welcome
Catering for any occasion
Free Delivery

8032 - 104 Street
Phone 439-4444, 439-6677
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Cultural Information
Call:
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Dr. N. Berkowitz—
Counselor 433-6421
Dr. J. M. Kirman—
Counselor 432-4008
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Hillel Foundation
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