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AT TUHE SI1G N 0F THE flAPLE
The New Queeni.IN this epoch-mnaking hour in1 Eloand('s history

it is, only natural that the keen searchligbit of
hmncutrioslity shouild be directed uipon tbose

central figuires in the great dramia, Kingý
George V, bencefortb the ruler of Great Britaini and
Emiperor of Indlia, and Hler Majesty, tbe new Queen
Mary. On account of bier comiparatively quiet and
secluded existence very few details of FUer MUajesty's
life and characteristics blave reached tbe public eye,
therefore the accountsiL whicli corne to uis at tbis timie
concerning lier bear an added irïterest.

The present Quieen is the dauighter of the late
Princess Mary Adelaide, Duchess of Teck, and was
born at Kensington Palace one m'inuite before miid-
night on May 26tli, 1867. As a cbild sbe
and lier brothers wvere intiruate friends of
the -chiîdren of the Prince and Princess of
Wales, there being very littie differenice in
their ages, and mnany happy hours they
s p nt in gay comipany witli one another.
Her girlhood was passed in close coin-
panionsbip witbi her mnother, and the teni-
der relations which existed between theii
was a very beautifuil phase of their lives.

Thr, Princess; attended her fir.qt royal

appearance of the novel "Tess," followed by tbe
equally striking initerest taken in the play based on
the book, bas rerbaps hlinded tbe critical faculty
of man'y who delay in beconiing familiar witb, bis
earlier works. Doubtless f ew are entirely aware
of the talent lie lias shown in deprcting the various
pbases of womnanliood. Fancy Day, the inconstant
mnaiden in that pretty pastoral "tlnder the 'Green-
wood Tree," is a kind of preparatory sketch of or
understuidy for tbe more tragic and ill-fated Tess.
Hlow gracefuil is the picture of Fanicy in lier blue
gown and curîs as sbie fascinates the youing minister
and manly Dick, npt quite knowing ber own mind
butt flot inýteniding deceit! The transition in Fancy's
case fromi an unisophisticated country girl to a

scolteachier deemiing berseif sulperior to the vil-

without being il, the least duill, prim, a\wkw;trd,
commonplace. Dear Elizabeth-Jane, who, marr
happily after ail and who floats into serenie wat<
while she is young enough'to enjoy the good thir
of life-we rejoice with her when the stori
Henchard and the elusive Lucetta are at rest.

What of the brilliant Ethelberta and the lovai
if unequal Bathsheba? These are two fascinati
figures of English origin; the one, a stuidy of
woman who makes ber way, despîte disadvantag
of birth and station, into society, and the other,
portrait of a type almost unknown in Amnerica a
rare in England, the woman, country-bred but wec
to-do and ber owvn mistress, sought by several ini
and for a long time without the'necessary standar
in ber mind to judge them.by. Bathshbha, in Il
black silk gown talking to ber men, and Etheiber
dining at an aristocratie table where ber own fatli
serves as butler, cannot be inatched in literatui
for distinction 'and reality. But many others remll
almost equally attractive; perhaps more charirni
than any of those quoted already w:ould bie deemn
the unhlappy Viviette, or Lady Constantine, so s3'1
pathetically drawn for us in "Two on a Towel
Cytherea, ,in "Desperate Remnedies," and Thl'lin
in the "Retuirn of the Native," are intensely swe

and feiiinie, fuill of doinestic virtuie a
genitie feeling. The figure of Grace
"The WýoodIland(ers"ý appears at first a lit
wooden burt that is, no doublt, the resuilt
ber miixed origini and scbooling.

Queen Alexandra's Message.

.E VERY Caniadian womian will desire
read, and miany wilI wish to keep,

copy of Queen Alexandra's message to t
people of the Emlpire on1 the occasion
the King's death. She wrote as foIlows:

"Fromi tbe deptb of mny poor brql*
beart, 1 wisli to express to tbe whole n3
tion and our own kînd people we lov
well, my deep feit thanks for ail th
touiching symipathy in miy overwhelnl
sorrow and uinspeakbeaih
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