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Bastable walked up the road, Intend-
ing to meet Paney. The murmilr of
the river running at his slde, seein-
ed to have assumed a new music. He
was striding along when hie heard hie
rinme called, and, looking round, saw
the landiord of the Inn beckoning to
hlm. He turned, and the man came to
meet hlm.

"Sorry to trouble you, Mr. Baetable,
sir," hoe sald, "but there's two gen-
tlemen here on a walking-tour that's
corne over the paea from Martledale
on their way to Hlldesbury. They
doa't want to be too lgte in there.
Can you tell themn that short cut over
the fell, sir? You know it botter than
I do, for ail I'm a native."

"Yes, I can tell them," replied Bast-
able.

He followed the landiord wlthia the
house, and la the entry came full
upon one of the strangers, a red-
faced, aggreesive-looking man la a
cheap, knickerbocker suit and an Imi-
tation Homnburg bat, who, was smok-
Ing a rank cîgar. At sîglit of Bast-
able thîs person etopped and etared.
Bastable, too, etared at hlm. And
Bastable grew strangely quiet.

"This gentleman caa tell you sîr,"
began the landlord.

The red-facedt man recovered hlm-
self. He amiled disagreeably.

"Ah!" hie said. "Per.hap the gea-
tlemtaa'll have a word with me out-
aide?"

He almost shouldered Bastable away
as li estrolled out; but Bastable fol-
lowed hlm quletly. They walked
down the road together till the man
etopped and faced hlm.

"«Ah!" lie said. "So it'e you, le it?"
"That," replied Bastable, "seemes an

unnecessary question."
"Oh, lndeed!" 6aid the other. "It

doee, doee. it? And I suppose lt's
necessary to ask what you may be do-
lng bore"

"Tt le certalnly no business of
yourE;," answered Bastable.

"Isn't it, my lad! That we'Il 6oon
se.e," retorted the man. "I'm begîn-
ring to understand somnethlng. Mr.
Landlord there told us of a 6well
who'd been stopplag with the rîcli
old farmer here for some time, and
was cutting a big dash and maklng
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