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Ifis a commun enougli remark with us that t]"Ftesof Confederation" were public men offar superior calib>re to the politicai leaders who anow guiding the destiny of this couintry. Froin as f,back as the written records of the humait race go, V~have aiways suflered froni a tendency to look even father back to a "golden age," and tell our wonderinchildren that "there were gîants in those days.M1ediaeval England looked back to tbe age of -Edwarthe Confessor, thougb a more impartial research înto tIirealities of that tine wolild bave taugbt themn they wetfar better off iu their own day. M1anners were so rougin the tume of the Confessor that when a knight wastabbed under the arm at table one day and the blooflowed from b is gaping wound, bis fellow diners thougliat first that it was merely the blood from the piece chalf-cooked beef lie had just tomn witb bis tingers fron

the joint. But it is easy to exaggerate the excellence
of the past, or to sec notbing but iofty heiglits in thidistance. As we go out of Rome on the Campagna, thidome of St. Peter's and the other soarîn- structuretý
alone can be seen ; and we forget the narrow streei
that wind at their feet.

M'leni we look at a photograph of a statesmnan of theConfederation era, we cannot fail to be impressed. Thestyle of collar lie wore-the way lie combed his liair-the obviously serions view lie took of huiseif when liewas having his picture "took"-al over-awe us. Wc donot permit our public men to put on sucb airs now. Welike thern to be more of the unconventional business manand less of the austere and supernaturally serions"(statesman." Let any man-jack of us get ont the old
fanly album and look at an early picture of bis grand-father, and hie will begin to shrink up in his own esteern

and feel so exceedingly small that lie marvels that somîghty a grandfather could .have had so, diminutive and.cornmonplace a grandson. But when lie remembers thedear old gentleman, as lie was in every-day Mie and notwhen lie was sitting for bis portrait, and thinks of bisachîevements and bis failures, lie realises that wc are à.11mucli of the saine breed ; but that the stern air of ourancestors went out of style about the saine tirne as their
astouishing ciothes.

Some of the Confederation Fatherscame pretty welldown to our own time, su that we liad a chance tujudge thernthougli it must be remembered that ivealways saw them surrounded by the halo of long serviceto the State and seated upon a throne of at least onegreat achievemient. Sir John Macdonald was easilyking of the cornpany, thongli many there be wlio willregaýrd George Brown as a rival sovereign. GeorgeB3rown died, however, before thîs generation. conld be-corne weli aware of hlm. About my earliest politicalrecollection is going horne frd;m an errand down townonle dayv, anid asking My mnother : 'Ils there snch a manas Hlon. Geore Brown ?""hyes,"1 she said. -Well,he's shot," was nmv succinct annoutncernett But SirJohn Mýacdonald we aIl knew, Ile wvas an astuite poli-tician anld a1 st-ces-sfil leader ; but was lie any better unthese liues than Sir Wilfrid Laurier ? Sir John was anation-linildler, and lie came at an opportune momlent.
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MiflIa Traîning.Spartan MOther. "Weil, 1'm tiiaukful Our Bill ain't a-wastin' 'à Ù o.n lilce that.1'
-Punch

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is a nation-cenienter, and his coming
was quite as opportune,

Sir Charles Tupper was another of the "giants thatlived in'those days." le was and is a man of unlimitedphîck, of tremnendous ciiergy, o>f miglity driving-power;
but we have seen him in action and we have measuredhim with men of a later day, and it would be the puresthypocrisy to pretend that we.think hinm vastly superiortu these men who overcame hini at his lufe-long gamne.Sorne of the lesser "giants" we knew, too a rs, for in-stance, lon. William Macdougall, Sir Ilector Langevin,lion. Peter Mitchell. Were they not at least quite ashuman as the mca who have succeeded them ? Then asyou read thic Iist of the ",Fathers" printed in this nurn-*ber,, you wîll notice naines whose subsequent careers youwill find it bard to trace from uiemory. W'hat becanieof these marvels ? Or were they precisely like the lessertimber which gets into ev ery cabinet in our time andfinally finds its way into the wood-hox ? Trhe truth isthat we have always had soîne gcnuinely big men inCanada ; and that any glance back over a long periodseenis to show a great many more of them than arevisible iu the contemporary field at any given moment.But it is doubtlul whetlier we bad more bir_ men atConfederation th"x we have to-day.

Stili Confederation was a splendid achievemnent- aconstitutionahî miracle hefore its time. Mr. G'oldwinSmith says that it was the cbuld of "deadlock," wbichis only another way of saying that "necessity is themotherof invention." Necessity spurs the human raceto most of its great efforts ; and lucky is that sectionof the race wbich bas at the needed moment the niencapable of conceivîig and directing the effort. Canada
moved toward union at a tume when the American
Republic was tomn with a passion for disunion, whenthe British public hiad not yet beLrun to even thinik ofthe necessity of Imperiai union, when Australian union
was too far in the 'future tu cast the sliç'htest shadowon the path. Trhe great achievement of the Fathers ofConfederation was that they, when confronted by Ildead.lock," did flot take counsel of despair but rather ofcourage and hope, and firnily held the prow of thenational ship up-streani. In statesmanship, as in rnost
things, notýhing succeeds like.-Courage.

Whatever mnav be the fate of Russia's reigning famûlywben the revolutionists get through with that country,one member of it will bie beyond the reacli of want. Sheis the Grand Duchess Olga' eldest of the Czar's daugli-ters. Altliough still ai child 1 she, bas $IO,ooo,ooo in hierown right,-and by the tume she attains hier nlajority lierfortune is Iikely to be twice as large. Moreover, hiermillions are invested abroad, where the terrorists can'tget themn, even if they estabiisli the red repubic..


