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k Bi of i - Fashiond Lusiness
Being a Comedy of Real E st aie Values that Befeil Mr. and Mrs. Lowvry, not many Months Ago

DR. DURKIN finisheti bis breakfast, feded is
napkinanýd brusilet a !e'w crumbe frein thle
leg of bis trouser.s. it was past tihe heur
when, accerdiiig Vo the brase plate on bis%

deer, patienta were expectedti o arrive, but he baid
long since ceased te feel that hie office heurs tieti

hlm. le saw no zeasen for upsettlng bie routine
for alinmg persens wlho <id flot come, se he gaïve

the lsigil ef oue who lied eujoyed biîs coffeoe and
toast, and opened tile merning palper.

"There le Vile gaite," said Mm,. Durkin, as sile
tumbled a few cruste juto Vthe slop txyw!l

'lit canet be anyeue for me," replled the
doctor, brighbtly, "lse you may as woIl go Vo
Vile dor."

~By meving a few feet, Mrs. Durkin could

ses thle pathway ileadlng t, Vile gaVte, and aile
anunced Vrumpupli)tly Vsait lIt was a visiter
for Vthe door afltcr ail.

"Mrs. Lowry," ie saiti. "lYes, and she bas
a basheit."

The doetio face tell.
.I k'new tile contents,1 lie declared. "Mrs.

Lowry lis a good souil, and aile intende Vo be
Zenerous; w1th ber veigetiables. But ebe knows
tisat our garden bas been a failure thle"e ast !jiI
îtwi., y r -don'it î ike Vo say aile la nubbing

Tile door-bel rang loudhy, andth ie couple lI

respondeti tegetber. Summer visitora seldomi
sgot I>eyon'd Vile verandahi.

" it le eaTly te eaU,",,Baid Mra. Lowry, as she
,equeezed berself into a roklng clir, "«but IV
le o uoisy dowu hore lu Vthe aftornou tubat I

.dcddte come Inte towu w1til pa."'
"'It de noV very noisy," objected Vthe dootoir.

-'ly yourseuburban eara bave beceine accus-
tomed te sucil deadly istulinese."

. IWeil, 'my cars ould neyer become accus-
-temeti Vo the clatter o! Vtse -tct'ar and
,the drays, and I &m tee muai' of a auburbanite
te like, Vhe Idea, of bavlng a facVory sittnmg ou

iny teck lence," eald thse enei'getie lady as
sile stooped over te unpack several large
-cucurnbers.

"lTiose are very âne," exciaimeti Mra. Dur-
kmn, for aile saw thst Vile cor wae net iu-
ellned te le entlbus'as-tl.

"Do yen remember tile ones thbat I sont Vo

tue exiition mest flfteeu years ago?", lie
asked. "They were tile largeait I evor saw."

"But yours have beau a fallure Vhs year, my
dear,"1 saiti bis ,wL!e,' !earing tisat he souuded
-ingrteful. "Tleir flaveur la e.bamd."1

."1i neyer kuew my gardon te be sc troubleti
-w'Vh insects," lie wc'it on, apelogetially.,

.",Insecte," sniffoti Mrs. Lowry. "My dear >

mnan, I do net itlnk anything couh< tIsrive dn
Vil atmosjpiere of sinoke and duset and sewer
gao-yes, sewer gas. Look at these trees.
'They are ibrown and dirty, not green. If yen
euld come wandering along boe eut e! Vile
past, wvh tile feelings o! Vtwen'ty yeanr ego,
.Yeu would net reougnise Vile place."

"IV, cant be thse bai air that ma-kes Vile
boles la thile aves," salti ee'itie man, ratheir
nettled; "only grubýs could do tuilat."1

"Peslaps oinders bura Vlsem," suggested Mrs.
Lowry. "Peor Vh'lngs,- tiley must fluti lt veryTh
disooiragiug trylng Vo grew.1 hm

The trio walked aroundt to Vthe Ïbaclt of Vile emari

bouse and stooti gazilng oit Vhe sickly ieds o f aMar
flewers, and laVe -vegotables.ofM

."MY Sweet Pea" would ie betiter," said Vile
doctor, "but Viley grow se close te Vile fence that
tile girls ftein thle - ta0toty pick Vilei. 'I suppose
itisat I ailould net Mlgrudge tilai a bloomn ýor Vwo,
but nert year 1I ntendte moyve the wlres a Ildttle

-farti, away Vnd sec If We cauneYt geV a few floers

",U Viings are a faffure, 1tV la not Vihe faulV o! tile

gardener," »sadd Mm.~ LoWry; "lycu useti te baye the,

beVt flowers lu the negiburhoed."

THE r aczt Vhse oepprtunity. "Lowry and

HEdoVo t was lucik In tihose days. AU,Tut YOU V11ow bow te get tile beet eut o! a

garden."1
le làketi te, remember tbet there was eue 'tJhing

that Vile Lowrya envled him. Tlery lied been nelgIl-
bous's for anany yýeairs but tV seexuedtio thle Durkine
that Dame Prrune alzways choese Vile Mmie gate

when aile lirought gffto-eund it wma not theira. The

Iiowrys lied ipald for their bouse ycara before tîho

Durltins enanagedti o w1pe off the hlast cent oC th-sor

xno'tgage. Three llVtle oildren flitted t&ottli Vile
docoer's herne, and left Vile Ioneây parents te watch
Vihe ooisy Lowry boys and girls ait PUaY. Mie Durkins
la'rdly lked Vo Vehi euýe anotiher thlit VWa unfamr;
that seomed lîke a weisb Vo gisAI mistortune te thle
aileulders of thir friends. '8oe tiey w«git e 
gardon aud expeudeti thýeir 'love upen lio0wes send

vogetelbles. Froen the thme they gw&ieroi Vise ffnft

eeoely asparagu unitil tise last 'blossonm y1elded Vo
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the essanilts o! the f rost, their nelibo>urs came end
wondered ilow they attamineti their results. Then
the deeter would tpurse bis lips and rub bis bands;
lie f sit that lif!e had ts comipen saVions.

,Wbeu VIhe Lowry chidnen .began te) marry, Vbtey
lIisIsted that VIseir -parents should 1nove Into tile

sl picture shows Mr. and Mrs. Lowry having escaped
to a street-car. "lThey told each other that they had
ta, avoid detection, and they actually Iaughed at the tf
Browne'standing on the verandah, ringlng, ringing, rin

subýurlis. Otiler people weïre idolng It, and as the
ciVty crow'ded iu upon Vise bouse, even sentimnt
oeased to iake ithe=u wisb te, protect ile»eld bernte.
At hast tile Durkins 'were let aloue. They dld net
kuew Vile people wbo liveti Iu the bouses tilat stilI
rernaineti standing. Tilese faillies were large and
wilcu *Vby çngagied a 'docter, widh ocourreti fre-
qucnVly, s the ileusebiolds grew larger, Vhey accepited
hila services as a nleceaslVy widis abeuhd Me as frees
as Vile ralu or Vile sunsiline. But Vile Durkins had
simple wants, se tîhey -tencidt ViI gattien aud
atlayeti Iu thler ehd-faalbloned bouse.

"IV Lseemel Vo'me," sait Mm, Ljowry, "lthet your
fllwers would geV more sunlight Il yen hadth ie old
stable sud s'ilds reoved."

"I bave thenghîV of Vbaît" eald the docter. "Indeeti,
It bas 'beeu my intention ever aie 1 soldi my lest

"Tou wlll neyer reulre Vile buildings agalu,"1 de-
chareti bis empmec frleuti.

"Mary 'would like au automobile," ho bald ber,
lanisng, "but a niaf 'wbo bas lvei lu Vthe age 'Viait
loveti tise home does net care for Vile idea of vidlug,
by mmneS7lor."

"Mrs. Durkiu neyer Ilked boms," romarked Mm'.
Lowy.

*'Oh, no., Sise kiet her narve wheu 1 drove the
blood mare." ,Disait as eue e!f Vthe doeVors favoumIte.
subjcts, anti IV dld net requIre unulsh encoiuTgeo-
ment Vo melce btm drvag eut ail his anecdotes, o! thse

days wbien men discus-sed their li-rses mudh as itbey
now compare tbheir cars. The litUe maa dl-d not
reicai tb.at 111-luck folowed him in ithese adventure5,
toe. He remembered that all his acquaintalCes
ad'mired a>nd coveted bis blood mare; lie f origot the
mumerous eccasioens xvhen lie came back froin a
drive baittea'ed an*d bruiýsed while his friends 'co'nred
tihe country for 'his runaway animal.

"It inay be that ýthe eld days biiid you We

the place," said Mes. Lowry, as tliey parted
ait 'tjhe gate, "but lIt wenid be mucli more

~ealthy for you te, nive àato Vthe countrY."

-1 "Iomeftimes ithinli she Ie riglit," Mrs, Durkln
remarked, at lunch. "Have you nover theuglit
that we aulgilt sell thle old place and move
aw'ay?"

"You are not much of a business iwonian,"
the detor told ber. "lIt je se eazy te recken
out the position. This place coet us fivfe thou-
sand dollars, but the bouse bas deterlorated
in value a great deal. silice thoen. lit'would be
poor policy for us to seli proiperty at a loe
wheu It vàUil mnake uýs a home umitil we dlie."

Hie 'w1fe sighed. She woiidered why 'their
friends lied ail gnown more and more com-
fortable whbu1e they-well, able knew ne oe4 else te whom thle word "Ideteriolltd" cou.d be

else constaitly applied.

A TAXI-CAB drw Up ait the gae, and a
man weanin'g a 'sik bat and clothee tibat
did not make 1Vt liook eut of -place,

àg aldghted. The driver o! the taxi kxjiked him
over before turning te thle indicator lu front
of hlm. HIe wals an experenced chaeuffeur w¶ho
always inapected his patrons twice and 'ia
indicater once bel!ore fixing bis taxre. Stili lie

~7paused. HIe inistruisted men wbo 'waved the

Sexffpenee e! theiir toilet -in your £ace. Then be

Snoitioed tiat the doctor had corne down the
walk to, sees who was arrivlng et bis dcor -lu

a taxi. He asked tbree dollars. The man lu
thbe euhk bat iesitated, glanCed arOun-d andi pld
witboiit a word.

The ciamuffeur smileti end lirove arway.
"eHe wante Vo insprea's the (Ad gent. That's

plýain," bue ebserved aloud for bis ewn. ediftca-
tlca-wben tiber was ne one else ite admire
biis astuteilees lie found hiniself a very satis-

Sfactory audience.
Thie gentleman in the s lk bat ýpresent0d is

Scard. lit tolti a great deal about im. Hle
namne began wlVli the Iitiail "J," and sand-
wiched. betweefl i and an unassuing
"Brewne" was thle imposiflg "Merriton." He

was a "lbrolter, etc.," wlhlci seemed to Dr.
S Durhlu te suggest a connectioll w'lth a tre-

mondonis number ef interests.
lIt was a long time since the dotor bhad

-l entertained sucb a pleasant fellow as J. Mer-
Hio ron.le seemeti te bave au eye fer

(l everytinlg. No detail escaqped hlm, and lie
even remarketi on -the quaiiit, old-fashfled
stocks b1eoming in thbe front gairden. HIe was

very buslness4ikis as 'well, andi camne alniSt
d1rectly te, bis point.

He vas investing a large amount of meuey
lu real estate ýaud Wisbed te secUre Bomle pro-
perty in thbe centre ef Vthe Taptldl-gýrowing eity.

from "ît would be a misVake Vo t>uy my land," 'tie
been dotor told h1m, reptaylfg ondor w'lVh camndor.

,ought '"Til part of the citybas gene dowu bill very

glng.»f rapidly In recent yeers. People wlVh money

,have ceased te, live bhereabouts."
",Yen belfieve ln buying lu the residente.l suburbs?"

asked Mr. Brewne.
"DeddOdlY." was the replY. "ilf 1 bad mouey 'to

Illy.est, tbhat la w¶iere 1 sbould go."
"lTla -wa once a residential suburb," sait MT.

Brewfle, lauilfg.
"Isait vwas forty years, age. Tilen it bhomme a

,boarcbngAhouffl district and now yenu " ee 'wiat
It Ia."1 Tile dotc'r was launceet into thle put. "I
eau remember wlheu a very aristocratie Dngill
fammlly llved at thle corner 'where thie garage stands.
1 uttendeti a distant relative of theis' wtho waà visit-

ing tliem-a ineet. dletagUhebd fellow -wbese elder
brother lied a tille."

T HE dootor ati modfied tisi story lu course o!

Ttime. He ha beeu clled In ou eevereil oc-

'boue eeiased lts dýrlUtng about ln the ShallOws o!
lIfe, but IV seemeti uniecoa to gîve iuspieamnit
détails ajbout 'Is meet notable patient, Beesies 'te
telil tile etory te tihe end would reflct uipon his eff1-
elen4ey s a physi4moi.

Hiea VIsie isteneti wit>h inîteresit. ne even le-

Ileve t4hat he bad onsce heard some old citizen speak

of thse Maal-ly. Thon lie returnod 'te protparty valueis,
Ho-i had taithin thu Visecty andi kx*ed bxrward te thle

day ýwà;e tils ~lTaelO88 stte would be wo4uh a lot

(Concluded on page 21.)


