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"purpose mentioned,and atthe solicitation,and under the pressing instances of Ministers,-
" That part of the moneya, expended by Sit Rahj Atlas il connectiot with the

"obtaining of the Act of Incorporation and Charter, were paid to hirn by the said United
" Stetes Capitaliste under the agreenent with hima,-it is

" Order.d, That a Comrnmittee of sevenr moinbers be appointed t- eniqnire into al the
" circumstances connected with the negoi ion for the construction of the Paciße
" Railway-with the legislition of last Session oa the subjet, and with the granting of
"the Charter to Sir HugA Adan and others; with power to send for persons, paper
"and records ; and with instructions to report in full the evidence taken before, and
"all prooeedings of said Committee;" which was negatived on the following division
Yeas,, it ; Nays, 107.

As your Lordship will perceive, this motion charges my preset advisers with
a very infamous proceeding,-with no les a crime than that of having sold Canada's
most precious interests to enrtain Arnerican speculators, with a view to debauching the
Onacian constituencies with the gold obtaincd as the price of their treachery.

in making his motion, Mr. iluntingtun did not accompany it by any statement
as to the grounds on which h. founded hie charge, or by the production of any evidence
in support of it ; and neither Sir John kacdonadd nor any of his colleagues having risen
to addrms the houae, a vote was forthwith taken without debate, which resuilted in a
mijority of 31 in favour of the Government in a House of 183.

The next day Sir John Macdonald himmelf gave notice that he would move the
appointment of a Committee for the purpose of investigating Mr. hatuingon' charges,
and it being further suggested-as I am informed-by some of the opposition members,
that the evidence should be taken on oath, a Bill for that purpose was intrèduced by
The Hon. John IWyard Camron, an eminent lawyer of Ontario,,and the Chairman
of the proposed Committes.

This Bill was acepted by the Government, and passed with scarcely any
discussion in the Houae of Commons.

It wam introduced into the Senate by Mr. Campbdt, the Postmaster Genersi,
and gave rise to sorne difference of opinion as to_ whether its enactments were within
the competence of the Canadian legislatir.

In the -8th clause of the Union Act of Canada, it i provided that " The
privileges, immunities, and powers to b. held, erjoyed, and exeroiSed by the Bnte,
and by the House of Commons, and by the Members thereof respectivey, abll be
Such as are from time to time defined by Act of the Parliament of Canada, but so that
the ame shall never exceed those at the passing of this Act held, etoyed, and
exeîeiaed by the CommonS House of Parliament cf the United Kin of Great
Britain and Ireland, and by the Members thereof," and the critics te meaure
obmerved that inasmuch as the British House of Commons did not acquire the gMeral
right Of examining witeNmas on oath until a date subsequent to the amig Of the Union
Act, the Dominion Parliament was preoluded by the terms of the eigog cIume from
ianvesting the Cmnadian Houe o. commons with the powers in question.

It strikes me, however, that the 18th clause of the Union Act was not framed
for the purpose of restricting the lèegislative action of the Duminion Parliament, but that
the terme " imiunities, privileges, &c.," refer to those immunities and privileges which
are inherent in tie British House of Commons as a separate branch of the Legialature,
and this view sema to be contirmed by the use of the word " deined."

The manifeat purpome of tihe Act was to endow the Canadian Houae of Commons
withr a status analogous to that enjoyed by the House of Conmons at home; and for
obvions reasons it was necossary that the attributes of this statua should be distinctly
speifled in the maner provided for by the 18th clause, but it could oarcely have been
intended to prolude either branoh of the Canadian Legislature from aoquiring, by Act of
Parliament, such other powers as experience might prove to be necessary, providing

PO* vere oonstiutional in thurMelves, and did not iningep the prerogstives of


