
TORONTO, November 28th 1887.

]BAIN, Jr., called and sworn.
By the CHAIRMAN:-

hat position do you hold ? A.-I an librarian of the Toronto Free Library.
Q.W en Iwas that established ? A.--In 1883.

pported s upported by voluitar'y contribiitions or in what manner ? A.-It is
the p n e city r'ates, by ïents and by fees and fines-the feu which we eharge for

Y lie ket, to the extent of five cents, and the fines which are imiposed for
of oiur turning books. Those two items amouint to about $900 a year. The amounîthave t atfom thue (ity i* tixed at a maximum of half a miill on the dollar, but we
total a'iIW .l m1ore tlian a quarter of a mill, whieh realised last year $18,000. The

Q ,All el 0ur iicme for 1886 was $22.821.59.
AllAu (Lasses have acess to the lib:ary and attend there and get out books ?

Q.. S. We have now about 20,000 readers on our list.
itle Matta popoton of that number are mnechaies or laborers? A.-It is ab a er to say exactly how many mechanies are iep'esenîted in that iumber.

tIt inadditimate I Made this morning of those ristered as mechanies shows 2,600
e to atteo 0  t tloe a great 1many wives of iechanies, when nechanies have not

the dlii to thelibrary take out books, so you mnay safely put it down at 5,000,
ei Ifechaies and mechanies' wives who reguilarly receive books froi

ainQ.,l, PoeYirlbah at" eupPos your library is well supplied with books for nechanics ? A.-We
ar1,500e in the libraryV everythinlg of value. I noticed this moring tht w

M keep allyumes directly bearing on the llmnufheturing arts. In addition to thistIles e,' ail the 1

.and inv 0 oringnen's newspapers and t hose specially applied to m anufae-

lhr 'Cirulat' ntions. In quot ing this number of books I have merely reference to
ati if numben brto books loaned for home reading. We have in addition to

d eo a lary of sixteen thousand books exchisively works ot reference,
partmente îene of all kinds whieh a.e onlv used in the 'eading roon. Ini that

we v e aim to keep all the works we can pick up on the manufacturing arts.
4tets ta a addition a patent library, a library eonsisting of speeifications of

OT en 01f t m eat Britain and Canada duriring the last two eentuîries. These

fo eean to meehanics at all tinies.
afiorat ou tell the Commission anything about industrial schools ? A.-I have

S oweve that obtained fro my general reading on the subjeet. I have
Sh<,îd be the )aong that sorne link was wanting between wor>1king men and what

111e 101' e kikmgmn'lis university, the puble librar'v, and it has been a0 problemfilý te lS h re o o jllý
arîge a ast three years how to make that connection. I connmenced two

i în1b eenbe. ealling upon the heads of large faetories, those engaging a
pl-e evei ands, to obtain permission to invite the men down to the library
of ent d ; and I had during two winters from twenty to fifty mechanicsfi 19tle eeir
>o 8Pespial el Cvening. I made it a rule as far as possible to get the mechanics

li ided a a ss, the iechanics engaged in one special manufacture together, and
ttîetCd and laid as I 'ould, confor'table accommodation for then, had the r'oon nicely
to 0 r s' before theni ail the books we could gather together on the subject of
teîdce t1he ial w0or'k, rnany books whieh thev couild not otherwise see. I also tried

ai ttheuy mlen to take tle numbers and nanes of' those books so as to be able to
atory tco nftmuousl-, So far. as the attendanee is eoncerned it was always

tbey pPo'rtu t. I found the men when they did corne gladly availed thenselves
%ol th<asird y and Were always very hearty and warm in their thanks for what
With e Qrpoelýe lily kimdness in the matter. I approached one or two of the unions

ah te Puiendeavormg to induce then to take up the work, to try to workttpted 1 Library ; but I an sorry to say I failed with thein, as only one
e d' oPition an1 that was the Painters' Union. They considcered the

Pî')vjded a certain number of men from the shops to go to the Library in


