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n~ousebold Information.
THE GUEST-ROOM.

WKELN furnishing the guest-room, there are many littie things
which would greatly add to the comfart and "at homeativencss"
of any guest; these littie things should not be forgotten, nor
considered of littie importance. On the pin-cushion should be
a goodly supply of pins of several sizes, in both black and white.
If the cushion be too fine to bc useful, a smnaller cushion should
surely be reckoned in wvith the bureau furnishings to be useci as
a pin-cushion, and flot merely fer looks, An extra paper or two
should be placed in reserve in the upper drawver, for wve ail knowv
how pins do take unte themselves wings and fly away. Another
important item is a hair-pin box or basket well filled. A comb,
brush, a fine comb, ciothes-brush, liat-brush, hiand-mirror, but-
ton-bock, and glove-buittener are among the must-haves. A
dainty îvork basket, weii fitted up, with a necdle-book, a pair
cf sharp scissors, thread, bath wvhite and black, a spool of black
silk, and one of black linen for sewing on shoe buttons ; a feîv
buttons,-peari for underîvear, shae-buttons, glove-buttons. and
a few pants-buttons shou.ld aise be added, and a thimnbie. Pro-
vide, aise, for the tise of your gucet letter paper, envelopes, a
feu' postais and stamps, a calendar and a biotter, withli ens and
ink. A scrap.basket is aise a necessity as wteLl as an ornament
te the room. A tray for burnt matches wvill be of mnuch use, and
certainly lias very saving qualities cencerning the prctty bureau-
covers and fresb paint ; so many people throw burnt matches
around anywhere, leaving an abominable black mark on the
dainty fürnishings.

A match safe, wvcll filled, mnay be fastcnied up oit the wall near
the head of the bed convenient te reach. A soft clozer made cf
cheese-cloth, lightly wvadded, and laid roiled up at the foot of
the bed, or a krntted afghan may be a cause for gratitude ; aIse
an extra quilt conv'eniently piaced, in case of need. Pienty of
toweis, good soap, and hot and cald. water should be daily
attended ta. De not let your guest suifer fi-cm coici or from tee
much heat cither day or nigbt , if possible ta keep the tempera-
turc ef the reern comnfartable accercling te yeur fricnd's fcelin.

lf canvenient, a lounge, an which are placed tisa or three soft
cushiens, mnay be placeci near ene of the windews, wherc your
guest may enjay a quiet resting or reading heur before dressing
for the afterneon or evening, or returning fatigued frein soe
pleasant euting, or wvhen the hestess may bc busily engaged
with clomestic duties. A feu, smnali bettles centaining camplior,
Cologne, and ammenia may be pravided, and prove refrcshing.
Tîve et three af the latcst magazines mnay be placed upon the
table, îvith perhaps a couple ef the best late nevels ; and sheuld
you knew yeur friend's taste, add anc or two cf good standard
works, with perhaps a choice bok of poemns. 0f course you
wilI aiso place yeur iibrary at the service ai your fricnd, as you
may not have divined ber preferences ; neither would you îvishi
te give lier the idea tlîat ail reading siîauld be done in ber
own roomn.

Alîvays provide your gucst with a pitcher oi coid drinking
water merning and evening.

Amang the articles "'c have mentioned there ivill be several
that aur friend wvill bring îvith bier ; yet sametimes in the hurry
cf pack-îng, even the most necessary smaîl articles may be over-
loolced and forgetten; s0 that îvhen she finds them alrendy pr-
vided fer bier use by the kindly feretheughit of ber hestess, ban'
she will bless that dear ivoman in ber hcart fer saving ber the
discomfort of baving te ask for them, wbich, uniess she may be
an intimate friend, she would harclly like ta do.

Don't imagine that the extra conveniences, in shape of iverk-
basket, etc., sbouid be supplied for ladies aniy. Our yaung or
oId gentlemen guest may require tbemi as well, fer ive wives de
sadly realize hou' buttons will snap off fram same cf man's
apparel at the mast incanvenient times. And surely every m)an
sheuld knau' hou' ta sewt an a button, as such an accamplish-
ment wouid stand lîin in good stead many times.

Every mether shauld teach lier boys ha'v ta use a needle and
thread, te seîv an buttans, mend ripa, and aise ta dam stackings,
even thougli he rnay neyer need te do it for bimself. Most of
the articles mentioned abbve cati be ornamental as u'ell as use-
fuI, and in looks alone will add mucb te the attractiveness of
"the guest-ream'"

I3LACKING STaVES.

Eî'ery goad bausekeeper dislikes te sec a grimy stave, Net
oiten dreads equally the grimy hand acquircd in the pracess of
blacking. A pair oi thick glaî'es is, cf catirse, a necessary part
cf the otîtfit oi any weman isba doca kitchen wark, and yct
desires,'as she shouid, te kcep bier bande dainty. As a i-uic,
far tae much blacking is used an stoves. A cake cf blacking
such as is sald fer eighit cents augbt to last a ycar fer blacking
anc stave. If maie blacking is uscd, it wMl net be rubbed into
the suiiface of the stove as it should be, but reinain as a fine
dust te be afterward blown about the kitchen and cause a
generally grinly appearance,so ofien seen in uncarcd-for kitchens.
A fresb ceat af black should nat be applied oftener than once
a month, when the flues should aiso be cîcansecl eut and the
interior of the steve tberougbly brusbied out. Before ptîtting on
new blacking, the aid blacking sbauld be washcd eff. The ncw
coat must aow be applied and the steve tboroughily polislicd.

The edges of the steve, if thcy arc ef palishced iren, sheuld net
be blacked, but cieancd like a steel knife witlh sapolia or brick
dust. The nickel knobs and other nickel parts af the stave
must be rubbcd bright witb a chamois skin or aid shirunken
fiannel. An ordinary paint andwh'iting brush isonieofthe best
thinga îvith which ta apply blacking ta a stove. A stiff brush,
such as is used fer this purpose, is the best brusb for palishiîîg.
During the inonth, polishi the stove ivith the polishing-brush
ecch merning, just after kindling the fire. Keep an aid cloth
always on liand in cooking, ta rub off any gi-case spot as sooin
as it occurs. If the spots are obstinate, a feu' draps of kerosene
ail put on the steve cloîli will remiove them. The ground edges
and nickel îverk of the stove sbould be rubbcd off at least once
a wcck, besidles the miontliy clcaning ishen tbe stov'e is blacked.

\VINE stains on linen should be îvaslied eut in celd %%aler
mixed îvithi a fesv drapa oi amsnonia and spirits ai wine. If,
unfortunately, the clath lias becu îvcttcd beforc Jic stains are
discovered, u'et the stain an each side witb yellaîv saap and lay
it on samne thickly macle starch. Rub tîcîl and expose te the
sun until the stain vanisîtes. Sametinmcs, whcen space is avail-
able, the linen is laid on the grass and sait is substitutcd for the
starch, when the stains will disappear in tise or three heurs.

IN washinig. cloîhes, grass stain is particularly obstinate ta
remove. It isilI sometimea disappear by dlippiing tbe spot with
molasses, and letting it lie a few moments. Rinse the molasses
eut in clear water, and the stain ivili ciisaîpear with it. A mare
effectuai rnethod, lîowever, is te dip the spot in a solut ian of tin
chloricle, antI immnediately îsash it aut iii an abunclance of clear
ivater. Many stains ivbich are tae firmly set ta yield ta the
treaiment af boiling water ivill corne nut by dipping te spot in
wvarmn chlorine ivater.


