
6 ADrESs TO PArnNTs ON

inds liiiitedi to the daily cares and work and worries of lif'. We sommend

tIeI 5 i becauise they- constrast favoraly with the popular type of carsless and

extravagant women, ad fel that thir error is the safer, thsngi an error still.

However, in spite of all that cai be said iii disparagnient of the exclusively

uiseful as an end and objest in edueation, we mst sope that tise stl waili not

becone quite extinct iitil a ruvolution takues plae among its rivals, else I fear

we siall be bankrupt in commo n sns ecomfort ansd decensy ; for we can

searcey xcis t the fashioiable bel.ansd the blie-stocking to devote tleir -

supiesior maisnds to vulgar wants ; and w sith manisrts minss as coenisiai

companiious and friends, wee isist akowldge that the tiroughly lîdsmestic

wan11i10 is, after al], a blessing in lier imiiediate sphîere.

Many prize unduly imanners and accomplishments-to bow graeufilly, to

enter a roon with dignity, to dance vll, to play and sisg suficitIy to please

the ordinary taste, to sketch or paint a little, to be skilfsl in fanscy ns silework,
these are the ends and objects of seisss persons. Girls so reard are mere

btiterflies in prosperity, while adversity criushes them entirely. is cultivat-

ing accomplishmisents is the way yoing ladies are accustomsi to do, tiere is no

mental discipline or iard toil; and wshen trouble and anxiety cone, as come

they surely do is all lives, tiere is neitier strengti for the encouiter. fortitude

to beur, or istelligence to strike out a nuis path. Under such a training the

intellect witiers, absolutely withers ; every sibjet tis approcieed wvith frivolity

and viewed on the surface only ; and the mst superficial criticims are passed

on men and iocn of the nobleost aiss and tinest talents, if tiey fall short of

the pcor standard acknowledged Iy these shallow muids. I have endeavoired

to show tiat the merely usefuil woian eftii proved a coifortless conipanion

by the fire-side, but she is preferable to the frivolous oie. Ti latter cannot

manage her house or govern ier children ; she is treated as a cld by ier rela-

tions,.becaise she is not fit for any thing better; se cannot share tie rete tions

of sensible people ; lier servants rule over lier, andi her children are openly

rebelliois ; se may be spoiled and petted while voung and pretty, but she

will never feel herself an equsal with fatier, husband, or brother; they May

levsis gifts upon her and call ier endearin narnes, but when care and tionuht

ait on their brow, they asill not seek ier symîpathiy nor ask lier coinsl. Now

I consider confidence a higier compliment thai presents or attentions. We

msake presents or pay attentions out of policy to indifferent personAs, but our

confidence is sacred to those whom we trust.

We have now only to consider that si-stem whici advocates the culture of

the intelleet to the neglect of the accoiplishments. This course is pursued

sometimes by fathers whessii left in charge of tieir daighiters' education, througi

donestic bereavemient. Annoyed at the want of cultivation andi thie frivolity of

many of tieir lady friends, tlhey resolve on a different'result for tieir children,
and certainly achieve it, tiough, perhaps, tiere is not mluch choice between

them. I ratiser think no iistke in a girls education lias elicited more ridicule

and condemnation than this ; it is possile tiere may, be a little jealousy in the

maatter. owever, we Lnow that in ordinsary society a young lady, if pretty aud.


