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uischievous smile. Just the wild merry Cecilia girl's fancy into the woman's love. But the latter
tanton, vho anused nie so much, long ago, and Was a consuinmation Colonel Delamnre in no way

rendered her home during lier short vacations, a %viàhed for, an( having uo intention of sceking
scene of noise and mirth. I, soldier as I was, and Florence for bis wifc, he was too honourable tonian of the world, though it must be confessed, a cnduav<ur to win her affections. Befure Le had
very 7"ng one, found the greatest anusenient in ever seen ler, she Lad been represented to him as

tistcung o lier lively talk, and entering into lier a being as hcartless as bhe was beautiful, asselfish
childish scheies. What tales of boarding school as siowas fascinating. Listening and believing, bis
ePloits, cf rules broken, and mistresses set nt res<>ve to shun her %vas taken, and notwitbstand.
defiance, did she not recount to me-what traits ing the pecularity of the circumstances aeom-
Uf the friendship, merriment and genius of a cer- panying their first interview, the cold politenesa
tain lively Florence Fitz-Hardinge, who ever bore he had previously traced out for hinself was
a Proninîent part in all ber relations. Am I tben steadfastly maintained. In bis subsequent
lnistaken in thinking I am now speaking to the communications witb Florence, Le sa* notbing
beroin 0 of all these wondrous tales?" of the arrogant consciousness of ber fascinations

fr "Your supposition is correct-I was the early f the mocking cruel spirit that ad been imputed
tiend and ally of your cousin, but I must say tu ber, and uncoscious that this was the resit
that, for ber sake as well as mine, I regret that solely of tbe feelings of timidity and embarrass-
you still remember the silly adventures and acts ment with wbicb bis own présence alone inspired

n which we then prided ourselves su Lighly." ber, be began to tbiak tbat she Lad been caium-
Surely you are mistaken, Miss Fitz-Hardinge. niated by enemies rawsd up against ber by ber

Seems to me, it sbould only add a feeling of own beauty and superior attractions. Wilst the
double interest to our present friendship. We wbole world was wondcring wbat cbange bsd
cainnot help feeling that we are not entire stran- corne over ber, wbat event Lad clouded ber usually
gers to each other." ligbt and reckless spirit, Colonel Delamere wu

Somue vivid reminiscence suddenly brought a beginning to find almost unconseiously te hinself
erilnson glow to Florence's cheek, whilst ber coin- a sincere pleasure in ber society. 7Le simple

on, seemingly not noticing it, continued- suspicion of this fact, tougb uasupported by any
" Yes' ined

es, indeed! you were quite familiar to me open marks of devotion on Lis part, was bappinesa
fore 1 went to India. Would it be presumption to Florence. She made noefforts to disguise ber

a 'y part to hope that Cecilia had performed, at sentiments, ad it was already wbispered, in thi
east in' Some slight degree, a similar kind office circles in whicb ah. moved, that the fatidious
ith regard to myself?'"
*th erd ioncel? eanedd courted Miss Fitz-Hardinge bad given berere Florence detected a balf suppressed smile Leart to Colonel Delamere, even before Le Lad

across bis features, which did not tend to sougbt the gift. Tbese rumours troubled ber
e her embarrassment, and, with a wretchedly little, for ber feelings Lad long previously bat

sulstained attempt at carelessness, she rejoined: the délicate sensitiveness of girlbood. There
a Miss Stanton, with whom you were a great Lad been a time wben sueh a wLisper wonld have

fvorite, very frequently spoke of you; and I who overwbelmed ber witb shame and indignation,
tOok an interest of course in every thing wbich but ber intercourse with te world ad rubbed
lterested ber, became quite solicitous about your off the troublesome delicacy, and now, provided

fortunes and safety." sbe won Delamere, she cared littie wbat ohers
e The blushing embarassment with which the thougbt or said. Wbat effeet this open unre-

egant easy Miss Fitz-Ilardinge delivered this servcd preference Lad at first produced on the
Peech, excited no unworthy .feelings of triumph Colonel, it wouid bave been impossible te divine.

hn ber listener's breast, and though inwardly Long after it was apparent to ail others, he, Lim-
used as well as gratified, Le permitted no self, appeared, or affected te appear, tu be ucon-

8a1l4 or glance to betray his feelings. Sen- scious of it, and to flie jests of bis coluanion;
8ible or indifferent, however, as he might have who vere one andalljealous of tbe éclat whicbis
been, it was impossible for him to resist the good fortune Lad obtained Lim, Le replied only by
Pleasing ·nfluence of the conviction, that he had a cold reserve, cicr speakiuug of Florence in

be an object of interest and admiration to the tertus of distant thou-h profound respect. TO
bcautiful and gifted woman besido him during Lerself Le paid no partieular attention, beyondthe earlier and perhaps better years of ber life, the polite courtesy their.intimate friendship var-
and though there lurked not one particle of vanity in this resectuhis chuaracter, an innate conviction told him Le at least gave ber ne cause for jealousy byvery litle effort un is part would ripe ncin o te ns o l

wihed for adehving n ientonolseings o n ia
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