
REV. JAMES PORTER.

ON the 18th of April, 1874, entered into
rest, at hid residence in Toronto, aged
nearly 62 years, the Rev. James Porter,
Inspector of the City Public Schools.
Mr. Porter ivas bons on thse l6th of
May, 1812, at Hilgtnear London,
where some of his relatives are stili liv-
ing. H1e wvas admitted to the fellowship
of tise Independeat Cisurcis, worshipping
at Edmonton and Tottenhiai Chapel,
near London, January 1, 1831, in tise
l9th year of bis age, the Rev. John
Lahairoi Davies being its pastor. flav-
ing devoted himself to tise Christian
ministry, lie entered Coward College,
London, an, institution subsequently
inerged in "New College," u tta
time probably i advance of any other
among tise Nonconformists in its stan-
dard of education. Here lie also liad
tihe advantage of attending UJniversity
College, simultaneously witls thse theo-
logical classes. The mucli - honoured
Thomas Moreil «was at tise head of
Coward College; and among Mr. Por-
ter'B fellow-students were llenry Toiler,
Henry Griffiths, Philip Smith, and Joseph
Elliot (late of Halifax, N. S.) H1e left
College witlîout a degree, as thse Lon-
don University, wviths which. Unîiversity
and Coward Colleges were afterwards
affliiated, did flot receive tise power to
confer such distinctions, by Royal Char-
ter, till 1836, after Mr. Porter's course
had been com-pleted. 11e was, however,
a 805und and accurate scisolar, and main-
taincd tise habits of a student throughi
111e. 11e was married on tihe iStis of
Deceînber, 1836, to Miss Agnes Dryden.
His flrst pastoral settlement was at Tock-
isoles, ini Lancashsire, wisence lie re-
moved te Warehain, Dorsetshire, and
afterwards te Crediton, Devonshire. In
184, hie came te New B3runswick, at tise
cali of thse ancient Churci in Siseffield,
througis the Colonial Missionary Society.
Here lie continued to exorcise his muuis-
try for xune years, gaining thse warin
affection of the people, wisich was niani-

fested from time to time to tise end of
his life, twenty years after lie left tisem.
H1e was especially useful among tise
younger usembers of his flock, of wisom
tise late Rev. Archibald Burpee and.
Rev. Enocis Barker may be nsentioned
as hiavingt received his warmn sympathy,
earnest counisel, and educational assist-
ance, at tisat importanst crisis of life
wisen tlsey offered themselves for tise
work of tise ministry. Hon. Isaac Bur-
pee, M'.P. for St. John, N.B., and
Minister of Customs, wvas anotier of tise
young inen whio were under lus pastoral
influence at tisis period, and ever iseld
him in Ihigis honour. On two visits to
Shseffield, since leaving iii, lie was re-
ceived witli overfiowing demonstrations
of regard and affection. When, at a
later period, tise pastorate became va-
cant, lie was invited to resume his former
charge, tisougis tise invitation was de-
clined. In 1852, Mr. Porter was ap-
pointed Cisief Superintendent of Edu-
cation for tise Province of New Bruns-
wick, during the Lieutenant-Governor-
slsip of Sir Edmund Head, wlio, not
only in tisat Province, but afterwards
on his removal te Canada, evinced a
Isigis pet sonal. consideration for him, and
took a very special interest in his work.
Mr. Porter resigaed tise Chsief Superin-
tendency at tise end of 1853, and re-
moved te, St. John, N.B., wisere hie
established a weekzly newspaper, tise
Free Press; but the enterprise wvas not
successful. During the latter part of
tise year for wisich lie rensained at St.
John, lie was engaged in preachsiig,
lecturing and writing, bots in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, tise cause
of Temperasîce engaging bis earaest
advocacy. In the autumn of 1854, lie
made a visit to Canada, whidh led to his
being invited to go to W'indsor, C.W.,
as minister of a Congregational Cliurchi.
After six nionths, ]sowever, hie returned
te St. John, and remained there for
soine two years longer. In the spring
of 1857, lie was called to thse Churcis at
London, C. X., te wlsici place lie then


