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A glance at the Canadian Confederation Act wilU reveal a wide
intervai that separates the two constitutions. The preamible of the
Dritishi North Arnerican Act declares that the Provinces of Canada,
Nova Scotia atnd New Brunswick *hlave expressed their debire to
bc federally united into one Dominion miîder the Crawiî of the
1. nited Kiingdoni of Great Britain aixd Jrelaind, withi a canstittu-
tioni sirnilar iii principle ta that of the Ujnited Kingdoni." 'The
Exectutive Governiiient and authority of and aver Canada is hiere-
by declared ta colitinLue and bc vested in the Qucen. There shial
be a Countcil ta aid and advisc in the govertnient of Canada, ta
be styied the Queen's Privy Coutncil for Canada; and the persons,
m-io are ta be inembers of that Counicil shali bc, frani bine ta
tinie, chosen and sunîrnoned by the Gouvernaor-Genceral, and sworn
Ii as Privy Comncillors, and niemnbers thereof niay be, froin tinie

V ~ ta timne, reniovcd by the Governor-General. The provisions of
this Act, referring to the G;overnor-Geîîieral-iin-Counicil, shall be
coustrued as referring to the Governor-Gencral acting by and %vith
the advice of the Quecii's Privy Coutncil for Canada. Thiere shail

« Ube ane 1Parlianient for Canada, consisting of the Qucen, an tlpper
I f anse, styled the Seilate, and the Hanse of Gommions. Thei privi-
luges, iiiiimtnities, and powers ta bc hield, enjoyed and exercised
bv' the Senate and by the Hanse of Coninions and by the niemlbers
tiiereof, respectively, shall be snicl as are front cduxe ta tinie defined
1) Act of Parlianient of Canada, but sa that aux' Act of the Parlia-
nlient af Canada defining stuct privileges, imnînniiiities and powers,
shiai nat confer ait> privileges, inîmiiunities or powvers exceeding
thase at thc passing af snicb Act, held, cnjoyed and exercised by
the Couinions Ilutse of Parliatncnt of the U.nited Riingdoni of
Great liritain and Ircland and by the niemibers thiercof."

'l'le golden Iine, which illuminates the xvhole of the statutory
constitution, is the sentence iii tile preamnble whichi incorporates
the priniciples of the British Constitution. It causes ns ta read
int.a the stattutes the unwritten hune which that constitution in-
scribes untder the words Privy Couincil; naincl, the essential
understanding tliat the Quecn's Privy Conuîicil. thîough iii naine

Ï *dý chosen L.v thc Qucent, shial be a body realv chosen b>' the people,
the canistituents of Parlianient.

Our provincial constitutions, even before the Federal Union,
hiad atways iniplicitly, and iii practice, been interpreted b>' this

p rinciple. Its incorpor -tion lias now been set daovn iii express
ternis, solcmnly recagnizcd and registercd by the l3ritish 1Parlia-
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