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genco and fath, then st 13 anly a mere exestement to hve ontats bhrief
and fitful fever—3oon to dio and collupee  Now, sir, motives of thia
chatacter havo Doth had thewr day and place i the history of modern
mismops.  Fifty years age mudern missions woro a novelty—the charm
of romancs was throwa on tho onterpnse, But filty years have now
passed away—~summor succeeded to spring~—and tho era of admiration
must now bo followed by the cra of prolonged and pursonal labour. At
that fune, teo sir, there were formed very sangue expectattons,  Men
thought tho wholy world was soou 10 fall iato eapuvity to Vessinlt, nnd
thoy droamed of rapid and glorions conquests—tomples 1 rulng —idols
blazing m flames-—and the fires of fureizn altarasmothered in their own
ashes.  But such antapations have not followed ue all thieir speed and
falness, and therefore tho cra of unwarranted expectations is now to bo
siyecceded by tho cra of personal and positive industry and tuil. What
wq want then, air, 13 8 motive which shall not soon oy gpeedily expend
1ts energies—wiuch shall nut faint amud discouragements, turt sehich suall
oven bo fanned on to 3 loftier strength by the blasts of apposmuion.
What we want 13 & moving power which shall comhine enthusasn with
persevorance—which shall become bolder and lofuer anudst discouraze-
monts, and shall persist, and still persist, with all tho ardour and fresh-
ness of a first love, untit the result is achieved. 1t 18 such a motivo—n
living forco and duration—as moved the spirit Columbus when he turned
tho prow of his bark to the west, and held on cheerily,steadily, undaunted
by tho murmurs and dissatisfaction of Ins crew, still stoered toward the
setting sun, under strango skics, and 1n unknawn waters, tll by and bye
ho welcomo dnft and soaweed told him he was near tho cnds of s
opes, and as the vessel grazed the straad, the mariner leaped out 1n tho
fulneas of his joy, and took pussession of a new world. 1t is difficult, sir,
10 cloct those motives which ought to rule us 1n missionary enterprise—
the ficld 13 so ample—and [ will only, 1n tho fow minates alluted to mie,
gwo you a sample of them. In the first place, one motive may bhe
gathered from the spiritual wants of the world, which aro many and
presang. Now my complant hero is, that the world 1s ofien under
the oys of science and of art, and policy, and goographucal roscarch, bus
soldomn under the eye of a spurtitaal and agaressivo Chnstianity. It 18
not the physteal but the sprntual map of the warld that ought ever to
bo otpased to the eyo of the church of Chnst.  Naw, air, the very small
ntereat the great majorty of men take in the spintaal feataree of our
world's history, compared with that which they take in all its phvs-
1cal features, 13 1) us a distressing and molanchuly proof of men's apos-
taey. Bring homo a spectmen of soma now fussit or animal, or somo
new organic substance, a whole tribe of piilosophers crowd around it mn
oestatie wonder ; bat uufold ur deseribe somo now featuro of the warfare
carrtod on by man agamnst the Most High, and yon exeito no wonder
and no curiasity.  Why, for example, in our boohs of history and travel,
do we hear so mach nbount the brawny form and majestic home of tho
yed fndian; so mach of the grim aund greasy skin, the thiek lip, mud
eabmn, and degradation of the Iotentot, apd su little of their alienation
from Gol, o hittlo of therr utter helplesuess, exposed to the Divine 1n-
dignation, and of thetr immediato and preseat want of the gospel of the
Son of God—a gift which the charch of Chnist alone can supply them
with?  Or agam, Why do we hear so much, with a sneer and a satire,
of tho sons of Abraham, of their regard for their monies, and that pe-
cuhiar and niysterious power they sull have of multiplying these monices;
so much of tha persccutions they have undergone, and of the slaveries
to which, m spite of their guilt, they havo been subjected ; and so littlo
of their blindness and hardness of heart ; so httle of that great moral
crisis soon to take place in tho listory of their nation ; so litle of that
vast influence which fromy their great numbers and scattered population
they mnat exeraso in the conversion of the world, when God shall bring
1 his anaient people with tho fulness of the Gentile nations?  Libernty,
oquaity, and fratermty, m thewr Inghest sense and noblest development,
can only flonrish under the shadow of tho Cross.  Aaain, sir, another
mativo My be gathered from the nature of that instsumentaluy with
which tho Churelt Ins been trasted. A< [ have mentioned the only in-
strumentahty  fitted to arouso and save the world, is the glorious gospel
of the blessed God. Commerce 1n cisthsation ean nover be its substitute 5
tho later may tind the handa of the demomie, but 1t has no power to
axpel the foul fiend who his usarped the supremaey of his heart. Now
thts instramentality 18 of untversal adaptation inatself.  What fits it for
one man fua it for alt—whaat makes 1t siitablo to me, affiums it swta-
bility to every portion of the hum+a famuly, wherever situated, no matter
-how degraded, what may bo s lanmuage or complexion. It is very
solfish and unwarthy for a man to be creeping up to heaven in solitude.
Bat azqwy, sir, another motivo may be drawn from the promises and
prophecies of the Wonld of Gad.  Qur argument here i3 an arqument to
present labonr, from assuranco of futuro success. Tt is no uncertain
combat in which wo are engaged s we are assured, it God's time, of ob-
taming the victary. Al tho nationg of tho carth, we are assured, shall
remember and turn to tho Lord, and all the kingdoms and nations shall
do homage to the Saviour. Tn a fow years wilt be heard thoso high
hosannahs which welcomo him to the thronoe of universal empire.  Then,
n-conelusion, another mative may be drawn from the success which has
attended missionary labour in timo past. In ono sense, in the dircct
and trao sonse, tho ontire church of Clrist, existing upon tho carth at this
momont, 18 the result of misaonary enterprise.  In coming down to
nmore modern times, the success which, as-tha report read shows, has
attended our missions, warrants us still to porsevere in tho good work—
onr Ia%ours have not beon in vain. Tho icy heart of the Greonlander
have been thawed by the rays of the Sun of Righteousness. The South
~

en Islander, once fierco and intractable, has been subdued.  The Crea-
cent 158 waning, cre long te be eclipsed.  And, with regand to our own
nnssions ; in Canada, where so many of our countrymen had exiled them-
selves—too many for gain's sake—and where so many, too, fell into
indifference, thors wero still otfier good men who remembered their God,
and the Church of their fatherland, and you have gladdened them. In
Jamaiea, where our missionaries havo Iaboured so long, thero is no dosbt
that great good has been Achieved.  Thero has, no doubt, been in that
land a species of partial celipse, i consequence of social and financial
changes, but wo are getting over at.  Wo aro not to despair, though =
cloud obscures the sun.  When a river meeta with a rock in its path, it
ltes belund 1t for 2 moment, and scoms silently to gather strength, titl,
by and bye, it leaps from it in ong bright easeade, and finds a’ smooth
unimpeded channel in the fertilo ficlds beneath.  May I not say, in con-
clusion, what & powerful motive might bo fetched from tho reflex in«
fluenco which theso missions have upen our own hieart! I do not know
what shall bo the position of the Church of Christ waen the millennium
comes ; but this I knew, that our present luxury of doing good—our
highest and noblest luxury—shall be, in that scnse, untasted by the
glorious millennial Church of Christ. There are omens around us or
all sides heckonlng us to the combat—sights and sounds that Heaven
sends 1o forewamn its own military of what awaits them. Theso work-
mes among tho nations—theso symptons of heaving—theso welcomo
outbursts—these olements of painful and restless dissatisfaction,—are al}
proof to us that the nations of Europo are wrestling with the sorceries
of a Christless and Godless philosophy, and sceking after something
which theso things cannot give them, and ara striving for the attainment
of somo physical advantagoe which the gospel alono can give.  All theso
are to un as the sounds of 1he angols from the tops of the mulberry troes
marehalling the Hebrew warriors of old to battle to triumph. If we
think for a moment of tho spiritual influence of the gospel, and if wo
believe ourselves possessed of that glorious instromentality, if we look at
tho promises and prophecies of God, if wo gather up in our memories tho
groat success which, by Ged's blessing has attended our past labours, wo
shall persevere, and when the gospel shall bo proclaimed in all its origi-
nal power and purity, when the spirit of the living God shall be_poured
out, and when providenco shal! be like its own tropical productions, of
gratfying and gorgeons exuberance, and the isles of the Southern and Pa-
cific oceansshall hit up their voices together and sing—and tho parched
deserts of Afnica, greatly enriched out of that river of God which is ful
of water, shall blossom like the rose, and' that poor Anglo-Ethiopia,
now lying bleeding in fotters under tho stripesand stars of the American
banner, shall lift ap its then unshackled hands to tho Gou of freedom~—
and the globe shall echo with ono prolonged hymn of melody to tho God
that made it and the Saviour who redecmed 1.

Professor La Hanrg, from Geneva, was next introduced by the chair-
man, and received with loud cheers.  His subject was, the claims of Con-
tinental evanzelisation. He could only fix upon a few leading points
connected with the evangelisation of the Continent, and them in sucees-
sion befora the mecting.  And, first, he would advert to the importance
of the lands to be evangelised. Thero wore two sapects in which theso
countries might be viewed—politically, and ecclesiastically. Asto the
first of theso aspects, he would say little, as he believed thero were few
people who did not consider Europe in this respect the heart of the
wetld,—whose mighty throbbings were propagated over land and sea to
tho witermost parts of tho earth, until they met again on the other side,
wkero the dominamt influence was still that of Europo.  When ho some-
1'mos wandered at tho foot of thosc mountaing, and looked upom those
felds, trodden centurics ago by the feet of the first apostles of Christian-
ity, and asked himself, Is it truo that missionaries shall como to thisland
from the wilds of Africa, the mountains of Abyssinia, or the plsins of
Indial he thought no , while they breathed, and while they could speak
one word, Jesus Christ, they wonld proclaim the gospe! to them, and
tho monntains would learn to repeat it after they wero gono. But he
would draw their attention to Europe as, prophetically speaking, the
ficld which tho great coming cvents must unfold themselves. Tt was
hero that tho Iast stragele must tako place. And how? Where wero
tho soldiers that wera to bo engaged in it, and tho weapons of their war-
fare? Tho wearon was tho Bible; but its soldiers, whero were they 2
Ho called upon th's meeting to raiso them up. If there was anything
that could impress Scotch Christians® hearts, it should be the recollection
that,the deseendants of those from whom they inherited thoso blessings
they now enjoyed, were bound by the fettors and under the tyranny of
the man of sin_on the continent.  There woro millions on the continent
who did not know what the Bible was, and who, if invited 1o purchaso a
copy of the word God, would refuse,—they did not kaow that God had
ever spoken to man. The priest was their all in all ; an theso pricsts,
cultivating and fostering tho gross ignorance to which wo had alluded,
told these deluded victims to rely upon him for salvation, and givo them-
gelves no concern ahout it.  Did not that fact sapply a-motive for making
an cffort to educate these men de nove, making them acquainted with
the very existonce of the Bible, and its first principles? They did not
ask that meetina tg do their work for them, butonly to assist them in re-
claiming thess igncrant masses. Ho called upon them, therefore, to lend
a holping hand to thoso already engaged in this battle, and who had won
vietories sufficient to show that the seal of the Spirit was upon their
ministry. The churches on the continent were small and fow, but they
were faithful ; tho work was difficult, and the labourers were few. One
of tho characteristics of this work was, that it was done at small-oxpense,
many of the lahourera being satisfied with & bare livelihood. This, of



