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Tomnto Situation

city of Toronto, the metal
were asking
hour day with an
wages, to help offset
in the eost of living, and also for
the recognition of the union. This
was met by open hostility on the
part of ‘a number of the employ
ers, with the result that the rest
of the workers were compelled to
assist their fellow workers in es
tablishing a normal working day
of eight hours. It must be under-
stood that the Toronto met
trades fought for 29 months to es
tablish the  9-hour day, with a
depleted treasury. They now feel that
they are prepared to continue this strug
gle workers in other
trades have had for a number of years,
and what is recognized by most peopl:
as o fair day’s work.

Winnipeg Situation.

The Winnipeg strike started with the
building trades, but let us not forget|
that the Street Railwaymen had asked
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READY TO HELP
WHEN NECESSARY

Railway Federation Pass Resolu-
tions in Support of
Strikers

‘‘That this meeting urge the com-
mittee at Montreal to bring negotia-
tions re hours and wages to an imme-
diate conclusion, and

‘“That we stand fully prepared to
strike as soon as the committee deem
such action necessary.’’

Sueh the resolution passed Sun-
lay afternoon the Feéderations of

workers of the CN.R., G.T.P. and

). & B.C. re the difficulties over wages
and hours b negotiated since May
12th by a committee of the Federation
and the Ra Board at Montreal
The schedule vanded is approximate-
1}' a Increase 1n \\'Rgb‘.ﬁ.

At the same time Canadian workmen
are seeking these improved working
conditions their Brothers in the U.8.A.
are carrying on similar negotiations at
Washington, D.C.

Endorse Winnipeg Unions

‘“That this meeting ednorse the ac-
tion of the Winnipeg union$ and stand
prepared to take any action that may
be deemed necessary to support same,
and

‘‘That coples of this resolution be
supplied the BEdmonton Free Press, the
Official Labor Paper, other sections of
the Press and the Trades and Labor
Couneil.’”

SBuch

bv the
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o5

per cent

was another resolution passed
eeting.
Endarses Samrday Closing
ng also unanimously en-
irday half holiday for all
1d ordered that
such endorsation be supplied the Ed-
monton Free Press, the official paper
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LET EVERYBODY
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Do Your Bit As the Task Arises
and Your Local Will
Flourish
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CALGARY TO TAKE
SYMPATHY VOTE ;
- FRIDAY EVENING|

been set by the Calgarv
wbor Couneil, dat
strike ne effective, if|
to be taken Friday evening
in sympathy with the Winnipeg strikers |
favor of a walk-out. The railway 1
men are taking two \'Thk‘ votes, one on | |
their own demands and the other o.H
the sympathetie strike,
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SAID TO HAV'E BEST
EDUCATED SYSTEM

It is said by one xf the pr._»mm(\nt.
men in Britain that the Czechs have the
best standard of education in the world.
It is but a few vears since this position |
was beld by the Finlanders, being aec-i
eredited to them by international adju-
dieation.

5‘7 POR EIGH‘T HOU‘RS

The new wage scale effective May 1
for the 5,000 members of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners
of Washington, D.C., and Alexandria,

8., fixed by the distriet counecil of that
organization, is 87% cénts an hour, or
$7 for an S-hour day,

The old wage seale under which these
had

of the T. & L. Council, and the daily | sinee the war period began was 75 cents

press.

E:m hour, or $6 a day.
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(0-OPERATION
MOVEMENT IS
NOW PROPOSED

Meeting to be Held Soon
Launch Organization
Effort

to

POPULAR IN GREAT BRITAIN

Embraces One-third Total Popula
tion of Old Country at
This Time

Of this
returned
form of
Wholesale
It has

Carpenter.’’
millions
ash to the members in the
vidends. ‘‘The British
Society’’ supplies 1,200 societies.
14 great warehouses. It owns its own
steamships. It lavishly of
greaf resources to welfare work., It is
the largest purchaser of Canadian goods
the world. Its eight flour mills ar>
greatest in Britain. milla
produce 35 tons of flour every hour for
people who own the mills. The co
operators of Glasgow own the biggest
bakery in the world.
The British. Co-operative
Society owns 65 factories

sixty-five 18

gives its

the These

the

Wholesale
Their soap
works make 500 tons of soap weekly.
T'he co-operators produce 5,000,000 pairs
of boots annually. They conduet three
great printing plants. Their 24,000 acres
of farms in England produce vast quan-
of dairy products, fruits and
vegetables. They have recently pur-
chased 100,000 acres of wheat land in
Canada. They own théir own coal mines.

tities

They own 2,300 acres of tea plantations |

in Ceylon and vimeyards in Spain. Tu|
Afriea they econtrol vast areas for the
production of olives.

In England in 1844 just 28 poor weav-
with better destiny than the
poor house before them, organized the
Roachdale Equitable Pioneers Society
with a store carrying only four commo-
dities and keeping open only evenings.
They had a vision, however, From that
beginning there has never been a re-
cession. Today the co-operative move
embraces one-third of the popu-

And it is still growing.

ers no

ment
lation.

ORGANIZED LABOR
PEACE PROMOTER AND
LAW PROTECTOR

To those individuals of soeiety who,
for personal benefit or through lack of
understanding, have been wont to paint
Labor Unions as disturbers of society,
law and order, the classic utterance of
Frank Duffey, General Secretary of the
United Brotherochod of Carpenters and
Joiners—incidentally representative of
Labor at the Peace -conference—is
noted, the same appearing in a recent
issua of ‘‘The Carpenter.’

‘“As a citizen it is our first duty to
obey, abide by and uphold the
of our country. Any person, union or
non-union, rich or poor, employer or em
ploye, violating or partially violating
the law should be given to understand
that he cannot do so with impunity and
will be punished accordingly if he does.
But in all eases such person should be
given fair tridl by a jury of their peers
without prejudiece or bias. Organized
Labor has no place or use for violators

laws

{of the law.

““We aim for a higher manhood and
thereby a better citizenship; we try to
ibring happiness and sunshine to the
eln\s n-trodden and oppressed, a gladness

:\!0 the weary and wayworn, and econ-

tentment to all who have to make their

{living by the sweat of their brow. Sure

ly we are eutitled to some recognition
in the world. After all, we are not so
black as some people like to paint us.

1A F’ARMILO NOwW

ORGANIZER FOR THE
AMER. PED OF LABOR

Farmilo, for a mxmhvr of years
the Edmonton Trades and

A.

seeretary of

{ Labor Council and one of the most pro -
| minent Labor men of the city has been

appointed Canadian representative o1
the American Federation of Labor in
the capacity of organizer. His wors
will take him to various parts of the
ecountry. J. J. MeCormack, of the Civie
Serviee Union, has been appointed As
Secretary of the Edmontor
Trades and Labor Council and will look
after that office to relieve Mr. Farmilo
to permit him attending to his

duties.
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a very good and very effective substi- Union and Carl Berg of Federal| | eriployees are bemefited. The working
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The EDMONTON FREE PRES3
| is the official paper of the TRADES
| AND LABOR COUNCIL, hence tha
official voice of Organized Labor. Its |
sole purpose is to advance the inter
ests of the workers. It is Labor's
Paper. It deserves your support. This
copy is sent to you with the com- |
pliments of the T. & L. Couneil
another page, find a subscription |
coupon, fill it in, enclose $1.00 and |
mail it to your paper as your sub
geription. Do it now, Brother |
RS aB j

MUCH UN'REST AND
STRIKE VOTES ARE
PENDING IN EAST

unrest and strike

many Ontario
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the Royal In¢
ission which Sommenced sit
Hamilton Wedneésday morning
of the machinists are
although some put in 934 hours
the firms im which 8 ho
and wage inereases has been re
ted, refused to eonfer with the
ns and this was hrgvl_\' to blame for
atened trouble. The men are insist
8 hour day. Housing condi
also partly to blame, he said.

T0 STRIKE OR
NOT T0 STRIKE
1S QUESTION

All Local Unions Asked to
Take Strike Vote

Immediately
MONDAY, MAY 26,11 A M.

ajority working
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If Walkout Results It Will |

Be Purely to Help

Labor of Edmonton shall go

strike Monday, May 26th at 11 8|
m. as a sympathetic strike to aid|
Winnipeg strikers, a strike vote is|
ordered and is being taken, by
local unions, returns of said vote
being returnable at Labor Hall|
Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock.
Such was decided Wednesday |
evening at a representative meet-
ing of the executives of practically

all unions of the city. The meeting |

of executives was called by the
Trades and Labor Council for the
purpose of discussing the Winni.
peg situation. At the same time
local unions are taking the strike
vote two representatives are to be
elected by each union to act as a

central strike committee in the|
event of a majority voting in favor |

of striking and a walkout thereby
resulting. The strike committee so
chosen will convene and organize
by choosing officers and appoint-
ing subcommittees.
THE BALLOT

The ballot whereby the unions
are voting is in the following
form: ‘‘Are you in favor of going
on strike on Monday, May 26th at
11 am. in ysmpathy with the Win-
nipeg strikers’'?

The meeting Wednesday even-|
ing was fully representative of the |
executives of practically all unions |

of the city.

The resolution calling for the|

strike vote was as follows:

‘‘Resolved, that a strike vote be
taken by all local umions, said
strike to take effect Monday, May
26th, at 11 am., and

‘‘Resolved, that a copy of this
resolution be sent to the Acting |
Prime Minister of Canada, the
Premier of the Province of Alberta |
and to all Trades and Labor Goun
c¢ils in Canada.’’

Another resolution passed was:

‘‘Resolved, that each local union

elect two representatives to act as |

a central strike committee, that
such strike committee elect its
own officials and appoint such sub- |
committees as required. That the |
representatives to constitute the
strike committee be elected by the
unions at the time of taking the
strike vote.’

A third resolution providing for |;
receiving the ballot was:

‘“That a committee of three be

elected by this meeting to receive|
the strike vote at 8 p.m. Sunday.”’

The committee elected to receive |

the said vote is J. W, Findlay, of |
the Machinists’ Union; J. J. Mec |
Cormack of the Civw Service |

Union No. 49,
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"\ BOLSHEVISM 1S
GREATEST ENEMY
OF FREE PEOPLE

Were
Evils

If It Cure to Economic
It Would Be

Embraced
S0 SAYS SAMUEL GOMPERS
Trades' Union Movement Greatest
gent to Prevent Its
Spread

at I ¢
tainly wmmd reasons for
polieies
and practices which have been put into
m wherever Bolshevism has been
to sec It has not beean
any sense. Its work has
destructive. Instead of opening
the avenues of trade and industry it has
| closed them and it has brought naught
but ruin to the people of Russia. Fam
robbery and murder have followed
its advancement and it has presented to
{the world a terror that bé~over
thrown, doubt that the
when it will go
the execration of

and

Hse fig

the anarchistic
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able ure control.

construetive 1n

been

{ine,
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time near hand
down to defeat with
humanity.

So far as one can discover it has|
brought only misery to the great mass
of the Russian people. The promises its |
leaders made to the ignorant people of
that country have turned to ashes, and
they now begin to realize that fact and
| to rise in revolt. !
| - Bolshevism is the enemy of freedom.|
| the destroyer of home, immoral and ir-
‘relxgmus in its phllosoghv, and present
no prineiples in humar government that |
‘v»onld advance the welfare of tb»!
{ human family. It must be fought every

| where it raises its head and it is gmuc
to be by the intelligent forees of this
country and of the world, and among
the agencies that are going to bri ng
about overthrow an of
‘(]"nn’»!‘l’(u\ will be fosind the power of
the trade union movemPnt.
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ts as enemy

POLITICAL EFFORT
TO GAIN POSITIONS
I8 PABTY PURPOSE

is still
8.

‘The Dominion Labor Party
a thing of the future,”’ says J.
Woodsworth, of Vancouver, lecturer
and nationally prominent. Labor leader
who is in this ecity. Under the
of the formation of the British
Labor Party and its program the new
socigl order labor people in various sec
tion¥ of the Dominion are proceeding to
organi what it is expected will ulti
mately become a unified and Dominion
wide organization. Our Federated Labor
Party of B.C. has its platform
as follows: The party for the
Industrial Education and the collective
ownership and democratic operation of
£ ralth. produetion. This
little. tima
during which a transition ean be made;
from the present system of private
ownership to the system of a eo
While recog
AEY our present
machine believe ia
ns at hand for gaining a
the struggle for
working eclass administration.
A large number of the Edmonton un
ionists seem to be opposed to the One
Big Union idea. In Vancouver the ma-
jority probably of both the Boecialis
parties and the Federated Labor Party
{are in favor of the movement. Many of
;Hw Socialist party believe it is the only
way to bring about the revolution, The
| Labor Party on the other hand, while
|'believing that Industrial Unionism is
|the natural development of Crafts
| Unionism believe also in using the poli-
ms) weapon.
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:SEATTLE BUILDERS
‘ ARE ENFORCING
! FIVE-DAY WEEK
Beginning May 3rd, the Seattle Build
ing Trades Council, representing 6,000
workers, are putting into foree a five-
day week. Saturday and.Sunday are the
holidays. The ehange was said to have
| been made in the belief that more men
en employment in the build
ing trades and that the building pro
| gram of SBeattle could be earried out
through 1920 without unemployment
The short week will ‘ulso bé put into
Kd"ur jin Tacoma and other northwest
| ern ecities soon, it is elaimed.

{ eould be giv

(’m-runt wur)\nrw of W:m,);ma have
{been granted a 15 pér eent ineresse in
| wages and a 44-hour week. Nearly 500
“'m' 8 Were prev 48.

iously

| change must

i enforee & wage midimum of $3:

MEN WORTH WHILE
AND ARE WORTHY
OF CONSIDERATION

Court

ORGANIZED LABOR
GAINING GROUND

Trades' .Unionism in Ontario
Promises to Eclipse All
Records This Year
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LABOR UNIONS
PHILANTHROPISTS
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Philanthropists build home for
working men and after they
have left the home of their parents. Un
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home their parents—by
increasing wag that their father
ean support his family and make the
home what it should be. Philanthropist
build libraries, unions shorten the
hours of labor to the worki
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WHAT CHANGE MAY
COME NO MAN CAN
TELL, SAYS H. GEORGE

What change may
man can tell, but
come,

The

come, no mortal
that gres
thonghtful men

civilized world

gOme

begin to feel

{ trembling on the verge of a great move

ment. Either it must be a leap
which will open the way to advances
yet undreamed of, or it must be
plunge downward, which will carry
baek toward barbarism.—Henry George

CANADA'S TRADE
SHOWS DECREASE
POR P'ISCAL YEAR |

The total trn:ln nf Canada for the
fiscal year was $2,124,057,238, This is &
decrease of $378402307 as compared
with 1917-18, the reecord yvear in the
annals of Canadian trade, when the fig
ures stood at $2,502549635. The de
erease for this year is attributed to the
fact that the country is no longer send
ing overseas munitions, whiéh some
times as high as 30,000,000
month. Agricultural ex reased
to the amount of $207.8¢ the fall
ing off of wheat being the biggest iten
of this deerease. Exports of
produce, products of the
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PRINTERS STRIKE
Commercial -shop: printers employed
in Roek Island, Ill, and in Moline and
Davenport Tll(n’]‘-’ suspended - work to
a week

$1.00 Per Year;

pm\ e Ax

5c Per Copy

'EMPLOYEES MUST

MAKE 600D FOR
PUBLIC BENEFIT

Nationalization of Railways Op-
posed By Interetss Seeking to
Discredit Effort
WHO IS THE GOVERNMENT
Behooves Railway Workers
Guarantee Success of Public
Owned Roads
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UNION LABEL
THE SOLUTION

To the Extent That Union Label
Is Demanded—Labor
Benefits

Members of
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labor organizations ia
tes and Canada earn four
per day average.
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NO SURPLUS STOCK
OF FOOD STUFFS
IN CANADA NOW

Robertson, Minister of
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