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}NEW YORK STATE AND NORTH 
ONTARIO SWEPT BY GAIES 

CAUSING PROPERTY LOSSES

FRENCH PROPOSALS OH NAVAL 
ARMAMENT CONTEMPLATE FLEET 

OF 350,000 TONS BY 1941

Severe Storm At 
Megantic Disrupts 

Press Service

A heavy «term, breaking 
around Megantic about one 
o'clock this morning, put 
commercial and press wires 
put of commission, making 
it impossible for morning 
newspapers to receive their 
Canadian Press news serv
ice. It was impossible to 
secure details of storm. As 
far as the press was con
cerned the laconic message: 
"Wires down" told the 
story.

i
i Plans Presented to Arms Conference Are With Full Au

thority of French Government Which Believes That 
They and Resulting Naval Ratio to France Is Reason
able—Three Major Powers Express Surprise Over At
titude Taken by France on Naval Apportionments.

MOTHER AND'SIX ^ree8 Uprooted, Chimneys Toppled Oypr, Plate Glass Win
dows Blown in and Streets Strewn With Advertising 
Signs Torn from Tops of Buildings—One Man Killed 
and Several Injured—Buffalo Waterfront Laid in Waste 
by Raging Waters and Demolishing Winds.

FIRE DESTROYS 
ROMAN CHURCH 

AT BUCTOUCHE
CHILDREN LOSE 

LIVES IN FIRE
An analysis of the table, it was ex- 

lilnirisd, would, show that the French 
navy at* the end of ten years would 
figure - qbout 200,000 tons of capital 
ships, including two new dread- 
noughts, and that this would be only 
60,000 tens, representing approximate
ly the tonnage of the two new ships 
over the allotment made to France 
under the Hughes plan.

The members of the delegation are 
confident that the more the figures are 
examined the less will they be op
posed by • ither the United States Gov
ernment or United States public opin
ion, but even if they were found un
acceptable they declare it is not seen 
how they could be reduced materially 
having in view the strength of the 
colonial party in France.

Other Powers Surprised.

If public opinion is to be the guide 
for the French delegation, ii was 
pointed out by the members, French 
opinion.ib the only one that they can 
follow. While much regret is ex
pressed ever the impression that ap
pears to exist among the delegates of 
the three mâjur naval powers that 
France has surprised them by asking 
mere than had been expected, mem
bers of the French delegation consider 
this as in no sense their responsibility 
because they gave their figures as 
soon as they were asked to do so.

Premier Briand’s acceptance, In 
principle, of Mr. Hughes* plan, ac
cording to French circles, was, it is 
indicated, not an acceptance of the 
status quo of navies, but an accept
ance of "the principle of naval limit
ation." The notes of his speech in the 
French text, it is* averyed, show that 
this was the case and that all of the 
criticism of France outside the con
ference, as having changed her atti- 
LuSb since that speech, in due to e 
misconception of what he really said.

Although the French natal plan It
self stipulates that no new capital 
ships shall be laid down before 1926, 
the view of the French government, 
it Is affirmed, Is that building can be 
begun la that year and regularly con
tinued because by that time It is ex
pected that French finances will have 
recovered satisfactorily to permit of 
this expenditure.

Property Loss to Congregation 
Is Estimated at $200,000— 
Insurance Reported at $40,- 
000. *

Overcome by Smoke While 
Trying to Get Out by 
Front Door.

Buffalo, N. Y„ Dec. 18—A ninety- 
flve-mile-an-houT gale swept the city 
today, uprooting trees, tearing down 
chimneys and advertising signs from 
the tops of buildings, smashing plate 
glass window and piling up the water 
in the harbor to an unpreceden ted 
stage. One man was killed in the 
storm. The^damage through the city 
waa great, “out heaviest losses ‘occur
red along the waterfront, where a 
300-foot wireless tower was demolish
ed, boathouses and small docks swept 
away, and several hundred pleasnre 
craft were smashed or carried down 
the river. No accurate estimate of 
the loss can be made, but it will ran 
into the hundreds of thousands.

One Man Killed.

A window hatch, torn from the top 
of a business block, fell upon a pass
ing automobile, killing Frank E. Kie- 
ier, one of the occupants, and injur
ing another seriously. The flying 
piece of debris went through the 
windshield of the machine and pinned 
Kiefer to the seat. The automobile, 
with the occupants both unconscious, 
continued down the street for a block 
before it swerved over a sidewalk and 
crashed into a store front, Kiefer 
died before he could be extricated 
from the wreckage.

r
Tw won .

falling tree ~ 
the watertij 
Margaret u 
broken. Her sistef, Katherine, had 
one leg broken and was internally in
jured. Firemen had to be called out 
to cut away part of the tree trunk 
before Margaret Cochrane could be 
released and sent to a hospital.

The terrific force of the wind, blow
ing southwest directly down Lake 
Erie, had the effect of a huge tidal 
wave. When the water was at its 
highest level, Bird Island pier and 
Squaw Island, narrow strips of land 
and water barriers between Niagara 
River and the barge canal, were al
most completely submerged. Nearly 
100 squatters* shanties along the strip 
were smashed by the rush of water, 
and the wind and carried out into the 
river. Occupants of the shanties had 
some thrilling experiences before they 
were rescued by police, firemen and 
coastguard crews which worked from 
the canal side of the pier and island. 
The pier was cut in half a dozen 
places when the river began to recede, 
and the weight of water in the canal 
crumbled .the retaining walls of stone 
and concrete.

Three ferry boats, used in the ser

vice between Buffalo and Fort Erie 
were piled up on the rods between 
the river and canal, and score» of 
small boathouses, in which pleasure

*n*de by the French delegation
Thursday to the naval committee of
(he armament conference Included a
definite schedule of cotteb.taction 
which contemplated the replacement 
try 1941 of the present French battle 
Feet by ten new ships totalling 350,- 
•00 tone.

The proposals, and the accompany
ing etRiedu/le of pburoed construc
tion, were preheated with the full 
authority of the French Government, 
it was learned on best authority to 
Fight, and were not as had been 

, indicated in some quarterns, merely 
•a tentative departmental plan."

Authoritative French opinion, as 
obtained tonight, was that the plan 
and its resulting ratio for Franca,

craft were in winter storage, wereFIERCE RIOTING 
IN BELFAST OVER 

THE WEEK-END

swept away.
Street car service was intermittent 

during the morning, but by mid-after 
noon practically all lines had resumed 
normal running schedules. Power 
from Niagara Falls was cat off at 
times and the electric company wai 

Its steam plant-

Windsor, N. S., Deo. 18—Mrs. Rue- 
ben Johnstod and her six children 
were burned to death when fire des
troyed their home, at the colored set
tlement, five miles from here lastmight 
It is supposed the tire started in the 
kitchen.
were overcome by smoke while trying 
to get out by the front door, which 
they were unable to open.

Earlier in the evening, Johnston had 
gone to the assistance of a neighbor 
whose chimney was on fire. On his 
way back home he called at a neigh
bor’s house and while there heard cries 
of fire and rushed out to see hie home 
in flames. The fire had spread with 
such rapidity that access by the back 
door was impossible, and when the 
front door, which was seldom used, 
was broken open the mother and chil- 
dred were found huddled together 
dead. Mrs. Johnston was forty years 
old and the ages of the three boys 
and three girls ranged from five to 
fifteen years.

Moncton, N. B., Dee. 18—The Ro
man Catfadio church at Buctonehe, 
Kent county, was totally destroyed by 
fire this afternoon entailing a proper
ty loss to the congregation, It is" esti
mated, of nearly $200,690. The church, 
of which Mgr. Hebert is pastor, was 
probably the largest and one of the 
most magnificently furnished churches 
in the county of Kent. It was a wood
en structure, accommodating about 
4,000 people, and was built at a cost 
of about $60,000 to replace the church 
burned about thirty years ago.

The interior of the edifice was most 
elaborately finished, the very best ma
terial being used, and contained beau
tiful and very expensive fixtures, the 
richly adorned alii? and numerous 
statues being a feature.

Originated In Basement

compelled to start 
near the city line. Sufficient powei 
was thus made available to move city 
and interurban care and to provide 
lighting. tor homes tonight. Repair 
gangs are at work on the main power 
line^ tonight, and ft to expected that 
Industrial plants In the northern and 
southern sections of the city will have 
sufficient power 0 for normal opera 
lions by tomorrow morning.

The mother and children

Attempted Raid for Arms on 
Balmoral Show Grounds 

Resulted in Failure.W# entirely > reasonable. It wae
made plain that there was no dis
position to modify the proposals In 

.. jhet«*tytal features, or to accept the 
*[£,000 tom ratio proposed by the 
Vfrnited States delegation.

AUTHORITIES HAD
RECEIVED WARNING

Water Rose Eight Feet.
Soldiers Fired Upon Would-be 

Raiders, Two of Whom 
Were Captured.

Flrat Ship In 1926.
Th/ first near ship would be laid 

•own in 1926, under the French plan 
submitted to the committee, and 
each year the keel of an,additional 
ship would be laid to gradually re
place and augment the present capi
tal ship tonnage of France which, 
In the opinion of her government, is 
antiquated in design and inadequate 
to properly protect the nation's inter
cets. The naval experts of the 
French delegation estimated that the 
last of the new ships would be ready 
for service to 1941, or not before ten 
years after the period of the naval 
holiday contemplated in the limita-

I At Tonawanda the water rose from 
seven to eight feet above normal 
stage, flooding the large lumber yards 
there, overturning the big piles, and 
carrying thousands of feet of lumber 
out into the river and over Niagara 
Falls. Between the Tonawandas and 
Niagara t'alla the chief damage was 
to boathouses. It is estimated that 
300 pleasure craft and the small frame 
structures in which they were housed 
were Ibst.

Never has such a volume of water 
poured over the brink of Niagara 
cataract a,a did today. The waters of 
Lake Erie crowded into the Niagara 
River by the tremendous gale caused 
such a flood that, miles from the 
source of the river, water was swirling ^ 
deep where usually only a few spent 
inches run along.

Each floods poured over ’the preci
pice that the pool at the bottom 
quickly showed the results, and the 
dock Qf the Maid of the Mist was sub
merged. The flood surged itself out 
through the rapids and the whirlpool 
and made itself felt even in the broad 
reaches of the lower river at Lewiston. 
Many islands, just above the falls, 
were submerged for the first time in 
years. Great property damage was 
done on the upper river between La 
Selle and Niagara Falls to riverside 
boathouses and motor boats. One esti 
mate of the property loss there it 
$300,000. Np loss of life was reported, 
but several families, living in houses 
on the river bank, were rescued with 
difficulty.

Little damage is reported on the 
Canadian side of the river at the 
Falls.

Belfast, Dec. 18—An attempted raid 
for arms on the Balmoral show 
grounds, which Is under military occu
pation, k resulted In failure Saturday 
night, following a day of fierce riot
ing throughout the city Saturday. Dur 
tog the night a motor car lorry arrived 
at the show grounds and four men 
got out of it. These meu went to the 
railing, where they received rifles

The fire broke out about 3 o'clock 
this afternoon and is supposed to have 
originated from the furnace in the 
basement. Mass was held in-the morn
ing as usual, and about 3 o’clock 
smoke was observed coming from the 
vestry. Upon Investigation it was 
found that the fire had made so much 
headway that the clmrch could not 
be saved, there beipg no means of 
fighting the flames except by bucket 
brigade. Part of the organ and a few which were handed out to them by 
statues were saved in a damaged con- men inside the grounds, 
dition, but apart from this very little The authorities had received a warn- 
else was gotten ont. lug of the contemplated raid And bad

The Predfiÿterÿ 1s aboq 109 yards placed soldiers at vantage point» In 
readiness for an attack. The soldiers 
opened fire'on the four would be raid
ers, two of whom were wounded and 
captured.

Thirty Years Behind 
Times Lifer Refuses 

To Accept Pardon

r Falling Tree.

weer caught under a 
n Porter avenue, near 
t. One of them, Miss 
hrane, bad both legs

Declares He Wouldn't Know 
What to Do if Given His 
Freedom.

lion agreement now before the con-

Eeaentlal Features.
Greenville, 8. C., Dec. 18.—Because 

be says he Is thirty years behind the 
times and if freed would not know 
what to do Deln Murphy, oldest white 
prisoner to the State penitentiary, to
day protested against hte own pard
on. He is serving life imprison
ment • for murder, although he main-

The essential features of flie French 
plan were submitted In committee, In 
a table illustrating proposed construc
tion as follows:

Year.

from he church, and the large convent 
Is about 2W yards distant. Fortun
ately the wind was blowing in the 
right direction to save those build
ings.

One report says there was $49,000 
insurance and another says there was 
but £22,000 on the church. The loes 
overhand above the Insurance will be 
$150,000 to the congregation.

It is the Intention to start rebuild
ing at once, and the new church will 
be of stone.

Capital Ship Tannage, 
1920—164,000 (all old dreadnoughts.) 
1931—200,000 (two new, six old •read- 

noughts.)
1936—235,000 (one old, seven new 

dreadnoughts.)
1941—350,000 (ten new dreadnoughts.)

6Inn Felners

The wounded men are declared to 
have been Identified as Sinn Feiners, ! 
from the Falls district. The authorities: 
today were reticent regarding the stt- talns he 18 Innocent. 
nation, but it Is believed that the eol- “I hare been in this wtion tor a 
dlers, to whom the overtures were, quarter of a century ; the world Is 
made for the transfer of arms, gave 1 thirty years ahead of me; it is bet- 
information to their officers of the ] ter that I live and die here. I’m 
proposed manoeuvre. happy. Superintendent Sanders and

One man way killed during the dis- members of thé guard are my friends 
turbances of Saturday evening and four 1 like them and I will remain hare, 
women were among the wounded. What would 1 do if I left?”

Murphy was giving an "airing" out
side the prison walls recently and 
for the first timè saw a motion pic
ture and automobiles. That excur
sion, he said, convinced him he is 
too far behind the times to be freed.

Lord Riddle To 
Quit Conference 

At Washington
Must Return to England to 

Look After Private Busi
ness Matters.

Employee of C. N. R. 
Loses Left Foot In 

Painful Accident

Terrible Tommy’s 
“Nectie" Dangles 

Lonely In Chicago

Cpunty Jail Hanging Had to 
be • Postponed as Victim 
Couldn't be Found.

Resignation of 
Meighen Government 

Expected Tuesday

Engaged in fixing “Speedy" 
When Freight Came on Him 
Running Over Foot.

(Continued on page 2)

Not Bound To 
Fight By Terms of 

Four Power Treaty

Other And Prominent 
Nationalist Leaders 
Placed Under Arrest

Connected With the Coopexa- 
tionist Movement in India 
—Six Months' Sentence.

Four Power Treaty 
Pleases New Zealand

Washington, Dec. 18—Lord Bidden, 
who has been serving as a liason offi
cer between the British delegation and 
United States and foreign press re
presentatives during the progress of 

conference, has arranged to 
sail from New York Thursday on the 
steamer Orbits. He had planned to 
depart a week ago to attend to per
sonal, and pressing business engage
ments in Europe, but was induced by 
Mr. Lloyd George to remain longer In 
Washington upon the urgent request 
e# the British delegation, which re
garded hts services of highest value.

Moncton, N. B., Dec. Î8—Fred. 
Stone, of the Canadian National Rail
way bridge and building department, 
lost ti?s loft foot In a distressing ac
cident which occurred in the N. T. R. 
yard, a mile west of Moncton, early 
this morning. Stone was returning 
from a trip'™up the line on a gasoline 
speedy when something went wrong 
with the motor. He was under the 
trolley effecting repairs when a -freight 
train came along and he was unable 
ti> get clear of the track in time. His 
left toot was out off just aboft 4he 
a a* le. The Injured man was remove 1 
to the etty hospital and is expected 
to recover. He is about 26 years old, 
and a son of George A. Stone, chair
man of the local Brotherhood of Rail
road Engineers. '

Prime Minister Requested to 
Hold on Until Mr. King Is 
Ready With Cabinet.O’Connor’» aero hour, 7 a. m., otrock 

at the county jail this mornh^ and— 
nothing happened.

The hangman's nooee and the white 
ctfirond and hood were wafting-—font 
“Tommy" wae not

Carpenters stood around, hammers 
and nails to hand, ready to niah up a 
«oaffold in the event “Tommy" put in 
An appearance, voluntarily or other
wise bat far reasons beet known to 
htawelf the will o’ the wtop convict 
permitted himself to be detained else
where.

Press Secs in the Move a 
Genuine Desire to End 
War.

British Spokesman Says No 
Pledge is Given to Protect 
Territory of Signatories.

the Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 18—-(Canadian 
Frees)—The resignation of the Meigh
en administration Is now expected on 
Tuesday. The Prime Minister, It Is 
understood has already notified the 
Governor-General that the Government 
Is. ready to relinquish office but has 
been requested to continue in charge 
until Mr. King Is ready with his cab
inet.

Andrew Hayden, who has lately been 
in the West on behalf of the Liberal 
leader, is expected back to Ottawa 
tomorrow. Mr. Hayden, according to 
current rumor, went to Winnipeg to 
offer a portfolio to Hon. T. A. Crerar, 
leader of the Progressives; but wheth
er the rumor was correct or not, there 
has so far been no official Indication. 
Gossip in political circles tonight is 
that Hon. W. S. Fielding accepted the 
portfolio of finance, and that his ac
ceptance was tile basis of the propos
al said to have been made to Mr. 
Crerar.

Wellington. N. Z., Dec, IS—The New 
Zealand press unanimously applauded 
the four Power treaty as affording the 
most effective guarantee for peace in 
the Pacific and as indicating a desire 
of the Powers of the world to unite 
against the arbitrament of war.

The long and valuable friendship be
tween Great Britain and Japan is gen
erally mentioned, and pleasure is ex
posed that the negotiations at Wash
ington, while saving the comradeship 
have yet more closely united the Brit
ish and American peoples. Premier 
Massey said it supplied the most sat
isfactory guarantees that were pos
sible tor future peace, and that fey the 
removal of barriers between America 
and Japan it had dispersed the men
ace of war In the Pacific.

Allahabad, British India, Dec. 18— 
Pundit Motilal Mehru, a prominent 
Nationalist leader, his son and two 
nephews, who were forested Dec. 7 In 
connection wftfi the noLrCooparationisi 
movement, today were sentenced to 
six months In prison and a fine each ad 
100 rupees. It was decreed that they 
would serve another month in prison 
in case there was a default in the 
payment of their fines.

Washington, Dec. 18—A spokesman 
for the British delegation, discussing 
the Four-Power Pacific Treaty said 
there was nbthlng in the pact. In the 
opinion of the British delegation, which 
guaranteed protection to the territory 
of any of the signatories. Referring to 
discussions on this print the British 
delegation spokesman said the nee of 
the word “guaranty" was unfortunate.

Referring to steps to be taken in 
case of aggression by an outside party, 
the spokesman said:

“Nothing to the treaty pledges the 
parties to the treaty to take those mea
sures. This treaty is aa agreement 
between the four Powers that if the 
occasion arises, as defined by the trea
ty, the Powers will meet and talk 
over the matter. There Is no guaranty 
or obligations upon any of the Powers 
to take any steps after these discus
sions. That v»s perfectly understood 
by all the parties to the treaty."

Cabotia At Portland 
With Whiskey Cargo

Didn’t Want t Necktie.

attending the tittle “necktie 
wae a

Liberal M. P. Elect
Dies Suddenly

party" 
to4m

Oita* of toe wet

The Ship Expected by Thirsty 
Ones to Dock Here Fails 
Them.

Americans In Coblenz 
In Influenza’s Grip

+-

say any- 
army of shrewd 

«wnty sheriffs who are said to have 
been attempting to Intercept the in
trepid fugitive.

'"Tommy" waa last seen Sunday af
ternoon perched on the running board 
of a commandeered automobile wav
ing a persuasive pistol to one hand 
and b tond adieu to the county jail 
with the other. -

La chute, Que., Dec. 18—P. R. Mc- 
Gihbon. elected December 6, M. P., for 
Argenteuil County, dîed this morning 
at hts residence* here. Over exposure 
of health durhrg the election campaign 
is given as the indirect cause of his 
death. He iwafi to his 68th year.

Mr. McGibbon defeated his two op
ponents for the county, Thomas Chris
tie, Conservative and J. Arnold, tar- 
merits.

> Coblenz, Dec. 18—Many of the Am
erican soldiers are in the hospital aufi 
tering from influenza, which is epi 
demie. There are at present 150 cases 
of the disease, which is of a moderate 
type. There is little pneumonia, and 
no deaths have occurred thus far. Th« 
moving picture houses have been 
placed out of hounds by the army 
authorities.

Portland, Me., Dec. 18—The steam 
ship Cabotia brought 31,000 cases of 
Scotch whiskey from Glasgow, the 
taiyrest shipment ever received here, 
In bond yesterday. It will be shipped 
to Canada. The value of the cargo, 
according to local unofficial quota
tions, woutfi be nearly $4,000,000.

Prosecutor Found 
McDonald Home 
Burned To Ground

Monday, Dec. 26,
To Be Observed 

, As Holiday

Order m Council Providing 
for This Has Been Passed.

Bu»y Day, for Tommy

«nee toen. according bo Information 
flashed in the public prints 

frnrn been:—
"Trapped,” to 925 different buildings 

4n Chicago; roaming the streets die 
gnised ae a woman.

OoanmUtfng erery hold-up In toe 
victim denying that it was

Went to Investigate Surround
ings in Connection With the 
Murder of McDonald’s 
Wife. - '

"Toning-

Pekin. Dec. 18—The Chinese cabinet resigned today. 
No official reason for the resignation is obtainable.

In unofficial circles, however, die decision of the gov
ernment is interpreted in three ways, first, as a protest 
against the reactionary regime proposed by General Chang 
Tsao-Lin, governor of Manchuria; second, the demand of 
Chang-Tsao-Lin for material support by the government, 
and third, a confession that the financial «;i.«.tfc.n j, 
sUe of solution- i '

city
on Sunday this year, Monday, Dec. 28, 
will be observed ae a holiday through
out the pomtoion. An order-in-cotmcil

Sydney, It. Dec. IS—When H. A 
MaeMti&n, Crown prosecutor of Vic
toria County, arrived at Rose’ Ferry to 
personally inspect the home of Dan 
D. McDonald, charged with the murder 
of his wife, he found the building 
burned down. The McDonald farm is 
to a remote place and as no one had

Tokio, Dec. 18—A mass meeting held today under the 
auspices of the Anti-American Young Men's League, passed 
resolutions opposing the decisions arrived at by the ’Wash
ington conference. There were numerous speeches in de- 
nunriation of the agreements reached.

A proposed demonstration before the United States 
embassy was prevented by the police, who seized numerous 
leaflets containing the words of a song: "Strafe America," 
which it was proposed distribute.

Cornered to an Iowa cornfield; work
ing on a boat on Laflre Michigan; hid-

sSSS" =ss rrrtrj? «
ïs srjaÆüSaS jsss:veiv ttrithTdiL*• mede Arc. The children bad previously

nil tog be tSon of the Mtmday following New been removed to Sydney by the Child- 
Isar’k ass bedMay alsa.> ten's Aid Society.

providing for this has been passed.

)
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ANTI-AMERICAN YOUNG MEN’S
LEAGUE DEMONSTRATION AT TOKIO

NO OFFICIAL REASON GIVEN FOR 
„ RESIGNATION OF CHINESE CABINET


