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was the Umbria, which lay for a week with
nose held up to the wiater gales by her
sea anchors while her engineers; patched
up the broken thrus: shaft. There was the
Ems, which lost her screw and drifted
around for ten days before she was towed
into the Azores with all on board sound
and well. Aund there was the Gascogne,
last winter, which got into New York eight
days overdue, having been out in the worst
storms of & particularly stormy season, and
not under control for a' week because of &
broken piston. These things lend force to
the statement that most of the frights
which the passengers on the big liners get
every winter ara trivial or causeless. Every
time a ship gets in and reports any such
experience i’ is certan that the passengers
will spin yarns to their friends ashore which
would put an able sailor-man to the blush.
There things also lend point to the story
one of the most popular captains of & big
American liner sometimes tells when a good
friend visits him in his room up on the
bridge deck.

It was a long time ago, when this captain
was in command of the old City of Chicago,
whose bones lie on the c11 Head of Kinsaie,
close by Daunt's Rock. The voyage was
to the westward, out from Liverpool It
wasin the earlyfall, and the first cabin
was full to overflowing with the first home-
come:s of the summer European tourists.
The weather had heen superb all the way,
snd the ship's conpany were congratulat-
ing themselves on an unusually quick and
pleasant voyage. It happened that one
morning about 2 o'clock the captain went
upon the bridge to look around. He has
made now nearly 600 voyages across the
North Atlan ic Ocean, and he bas seen the
ocean in every phase. Never, he says, has
he seen such a sight as that which lay be-
fore him on this occasion, when he got to
ths bridge. The sea lay perfectly still, its
surface unbroken by even a flaw of wind.
Except tor the occasional long heave ofa
heavy swell,the last memory of some long-
gone storm, that rose and fell so gradually
as to be perceptible orly to the practised
eyes of an old sailor, no motion of the
water could te discerned. Tha sky was
perfectly cloudless, a faint pale blus in the
light of the full moon. The captain leaned
against the rail of the bridge and watched
«the old lost stars wheel bick again” in
the flat northern heavens. Somewhere,
bebind him, a long way off, there floated
up from below the music ot the engines,
singing, ‘‘Rigidity, rigidity, rigidity, uc-
varying, unfaltering rigidity.” He heard
it without Jistening, and cavght the rhythm
otit unconsciously. A long strip of gleam-
ing silver lay on the glass-like surface of
the water. It buckled ever so slightly
once in a while as 1t caught the heaving
swell, and 1t 12d clear to the horiz)n,where
it vanished suddenly in & wild leap up to
the moon.

The captain forgot the ship and the

stip's company. He did not remember the
thousand aud more human beings in his
care. The responsibilty elipped off his
shoulders and he was lest in contemplation
of the wonderful spectacle of the ocean.
Then suddenly the music from the engine
room stopped. The great machines ceased
their ninﬁing and a tremor ran through the
ship as the screw quit making the time of a
song. The captain came back to bimself
with a start and swung round to fea what
had happened.
+:Something is wrong in the engine room,
sir,” said the cflicer in char e on the bridge
with that peculiar gairulity which always
manifests iteelf in such superfluous speech.
+ T know,” answered the captain shortly.
He walked briskly back along the bridge
deck to the engne hatch and called down
to the engineer on watch and asked what
was the matter.
+‘Nothing at all, sir,” was the answer.
«We'll be going sgain in & minute. She’s
thrown an cil cup and the new one is
almost in place'”
The captsin turned and started back to-
ward the bridge, then something he saw
stopped him short. It was the figure of a
woman in a long, flowing robe of white.
Her heavy hair bung loosely down her
back, and in her arms she carried her
her clothing loosely thrown together, just
a8 she gathered it up when the sudden
ping of the engi kened her
with & start that sent her leaping from ber
berth with a frightful clutching about her
heart and the awful cold fear that some
AR s dent Rafales he ihn
sgnita the ceptain as he stood on

glgl e deck at the corner of the ergine
hatch & lifeboat swung on its dav ts. Under
the poat s bo’s'n’s was washing down
the deck. The woman saw the men at work
thr instant she darted out from the forward
companionway, and she turned aft on the
deck and ran toward them with all her

speed.

The ain, watching her closely, ss
that nhc:p:nl one ollnfhon who m’uhi‘:
own table in the ealoon. In the flood of

fooled, and with a woman's quick wit, she
made the best of it. The bo's'n’s gang
od their work in astonishment as s
swept by. The captain chuckled as
went back to the bridge.

Next morning at breakfast she faced the
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