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| There is scarcely any histdry more - interesting and in

. stractive than that of David. Children charmed by the

story of his exploits. Young men are -never wiser than

. when they are imitating bis virtues and avoidiog his mis-
- "takes. Theaged are never nearer the fount of eternal
truth than when ‘theéy are deriving their comfort snd
strength from David's Saviour and Lord. * The afflicted find
both help #nd consolation in remembering his experience,
and nursifg on his words of grace. 7 he joyful and ‘suct
cessful can never voice. their gladness more expressively
i, than in David's psalms of exultation aund. delight. The
_penitent is never more lowly and tender-hearled than whea
e takes his place at David's side in prostrate self-abese-
ment. The suppliant is never more successful. in his sup-
plication than when he pleads in David's ferveot spirit  The
dying find no sweeter fellowship, no closer companionship
in their last journey, thau so many i days gope by have
-dane, in Bavid's Shephed Lord, who accompanies his loved
ones ‘through the dark valley, and whose rod -and whose

staff comfort them. :
/% Somethiog like a hundred years agoan eminent English
"poet sang, “Evgland, with all thy faults, T love thes. still;"
and, changing ofie word, the davout Christigh may exclaim
‘“David. with all thy fauits, I love thee still.” Many
features in his charscter awaken our admiration. Butionly
“to_one of those features do we invite attention at the, pres-
ent moment.

’ DAVID'S PIETY. ~

... David prayed. He was a man of prayer.. Ble had more
,prayets than one. ~There are people who pray; but their
.. prayers bave one peculiarity—they are generally much the
occasional = verbal alter~

sace.  There may be' an
ative but they are radically ¢he same in  tone,
ing. phrase, inl emphasis, year after year. Variety

- ol experience, variety of ‘circumstance,  variety  of
need, deeply realized, calls for variety of utterance. David
offered many prayers. It was prayer upon prayer; suppli-
gation upon supplication; confession upon confession; praise
upon praise throogh many éventlul years. Those prayers
secured innumerahle blessings for himself, for "his family,
for_his country during his own eventful lile, and have en-

-riched the hearts and minds and lives of succeeding gener-
atiovs down to the pressnt hour.  Notwithstadding his
many and mighty gifts, and his marvellous abilitv, he
‘eould not live without prayer. And if David could not, it
in folly for us to attempt to do so. “*Men ought always to
pray.” -
“Prayer is the Chiistian's vital breath,

The Christian’s native air;
His watchword at the gates of death; '
He puters heaven with prayer.

David p;ayed oo until the end came. WMany of David’s
yrayers were answered the very day they passed his lips;
some at & 'ater period. Many a glorious apswer followed
his petitians, Some were answered after «his deathi some
are not answered yet—not to the utmost extent.  But they
will be. . The prayers in this Psalm are nearing theif fulfil-
ment. 'Men are being blessed in his far greater Son: all
nations shall yet call him blessed; and the ‘whole rarth

7 shall eveutually be filled with his glory.
; “He shall reign fron pole to pole

With illimttable sway;

He shall reign, -whea, lik= a scroll,
Yonder heavens have passed away: -

Then the end; beneath his rod %
Man's last enemy shall fall;

Alleluiat Christ 1 God,

B God in Christ, is all in all”

Doubtle ss, up in heaven, the prophet psalmist has ‘the
+joy of seeing that his long-ago petitiqns—=his fac, far reach-
‘ing prayers—are graduvally and grandly being answered,
and his mighty gospel prophecies are being brought to
pass. ‘Seme of David's prayers were so dvep, 80 great, so
comprehensive, that it'tequires the Sight of centuries upon
‘genturies to bring About thejr answer in completeness,
< Sone yearsago |'baptized a sea captain in' Yarmouth, N,
S. When, in open meeting he came out on the Lord's side,

is 5o response,  They speak-—they cry: “Our peetless kingi!
Our hero! Our champion ! Our prophet | Our Master
hast thou gone ? Wilt thou speak with ts 0o more ? Alns
Alas | we shall never see thy like again,”

Let him alove. He is oot there.  He is at homs with
God.  Lethim alone. He is not listening to earthly sounds,
or lips of clay, but to the songs the angels sing. Let him
alope. He is not looking at you, but at' the splendors of

fought, his journeyings all ended, his labours all over. No
more perils, watching his father’s flock ; no more sling -and

stone, confronting the mighty giant, vaunting in his pride ; _

no more fleeing away from the face of an angry and
jealous king ; no more troubles from rebellions sons or sub-
jects ; no'more gsasons of dreary exile; no more wander-
ings on the mountains ; no more hidiogs in the eave; no
more partings from dearest friend or fondly cherished child;
no more anxious waitings for the day; no more thwarted
purposes; no more scalding tears; no niore occasions for re-

pentance: —the battl: scene, the crafty foe, the word of

scon, the weary limb, the aching brow, the grief-bowed
heart, the dread of sin,—n0 more | “The prayers of David
the son of Jesse are ended.” Al ended; all ended, now. .
It isa greatloss to the world when & good man dies,
But David's influence is not ended yet, though. bis pray-
ers were ended with his life long centuries ago, One can
never tell when and where his influence for good or ill will
end. It does natend with life. It goes beyond earth and
time. How guarded should eur conduct be | What pure
and consecrated lives weall should live | .
iDavid’s prayers are eaded. They are sounding through
the Christian church to-day ; they are sousdiug further
and furtber over the whole wide world to-day, and increns.-
ing in their uplifting helpfulness through all the passing
years. In every language that Christinns use b th the

sun'his. holy psalms are rising towards the beavens, and.
blending in sweet accord around the throne of God. And,.
" up, beyond the skies, his own sweet spirit voice is seunding

rich and clear, and grand and strong; ameng, if not above

the ceaseless songs that rise from bright celestial choirs

whose music fills the palace halls of heaven, There, thers
will Davids puh-mud. His prayers give way to

streogth  to pray, and thus our
itself with another scripture, “David,
served his own gemeration by the will of God, fell on sleep.”
He prayed, be toiled, he served his generation, and then he

“foll on sleep.” We, who are gathered here today, mest g also glorified.

with“our heacts yet tender as we thisk, and cannot fail to
think,of one of our membership wio for a long series of years
served his geoeration, and then “fellon sleep.” . Having

ready borne my testimony to the worth of ‘ome go

“hegave a striking testimony fo the abiding fsithfulness of

God in regard to his promise to hear and avswer prayer,
] remember,” he sid, hearing my mother. pray filty years
0. ‘Her prayers have been following me all aloog, and 1
can bear them still.” And then he told us that there 'were
ten children, and the mother prayed often; and until hes

moswered. The ten had grown up, and, one after an-

ones' siear the throne.  Filty yeats went b
ther's prayers whete wholly answeredybut ans
tiok- ik ‘ s

last breath, for their conversion. Those. prayers shad all -

they had sought  theic ‘mother's God. Some had

ed their mother in.the skies. He had beld out long,

1 ord had melted bis hard heart, subdued his proud -

* will,‘and brought him to the cross at Jast, and, he hoped, by.

grace, to figd h'i “way 10’ heaven, and join the re-
t!
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Why 1 Am a Baptist.
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 Haying been a Raptist nearly sixty years, and preached
and written much, { desire now in my Soth year, aftes. the
:{upl.ofﬂto.}.»{_" 8 l.bhnwhyl,-_-u,h-pg

Some promineat Articks of Faith, Charch Order and
Practice, which I, believe and approve; in common with

2. The Bible is.the Word of God; a8 it is written, “All

- Sctipture is given by inspiration of God, and is proftable

for doctrine, for eproof, for correction, for instruction in
rightoousness, that #he man of God may be perfect,
thorpughly furnished anto all good works;"" and is the only
correct rule of Christian faith and

3. According to the Bible, God made the first man Adam
and Eve, his wife, “in his own imags, in righteousness. and
trpe holness,” - They disobeyed him, and fell into sis,
which they communicated to all the buman family, their
descendants; every one of whom, except the “Son of Magn,”
has been “conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity”
und “there is 00 man that liveth and sineth not,” )
4 The “Eternal Covenant of Grace,” made by the per~
sos of the Trinity, for man's redemption and salvation,
‘5 In accordence with this covevant, “in the {ulness of

t-me, Christ Jesus, the Son, came into the world to save
sinness,” for “God o loved the that he gave his only
'm“"““m in Higp should wot

, led." Therefore. Christ says, “All that

gnve me shall come to me, and him that cometh

1 will in no-wise cast out;"" andso the purpose ol Ged,
sccording to election, shall stand;” “we are saved by
through faith, and not of works;” for “He ha :
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