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THE WATER TAX.

The judgment rendered in the
Superiéz. Court on Monday last by
Mr. Justice Wurtele. in the cases of
Lafontaine and Lepine are disappoint-
ing to many who believed in the jus-
tice and equity of the plea submitted
by the'counsel for the petitioners, In
the case:of Lafontaine the first con-
tention was that a differential rate was
imposed which bore; unjustly o' the
very poor class of ‘our citizens, and,,
according io the judgment, the City
Council are acting within their power
in thus doing. The second and third
pleas dealt: with the discount and cut-
ting off the water within thirty days
after the tax became due. This was
deemed by the petitioner as unduly
favoring the wealthier classes and act-
ing oppressively towards the poor.
The fourth und principal plea of the
petitioner, that the City Council were
aoting illegally in making a profit out,
of the water supply, was also thrown
out. In the jndgment we .read thaw:
“The act under. the: authonty of which:
the tariff of rates now complained of
was eftablished contains no limitation
either as to the amouunt of the rates or
a8 to the total to be levied.” Under
this reading of the act the legitimate
conelution to be arrived at iy that the
City Council has full power te levy all
the mouey it requires, for+whatever
purpose, under the n&iﬂb of water tax.
This will be surprising news to the
general body of taxpayers, and if the,
learned judge is right in his reading of
the act, steps should at once be taken
o have it repealed and the rates placed
on a more equitable bagis. 'We should
think it would be patent to ordinary
minds that there is a gross injustice in
compelling & man to use a certain com-
modity and charging whatever price
you like for it under the penalty of
having his household clrattels distrained
in case of non-pnymeut

Although the Trades Council ha.ve
received a repulse in this instance
they are by no means disheartened,
and the case will be carried-to a higher
court, when they hope to have -the
judgment reversed. To carry vut .the
legal programme funds are necessary,
and the Council trust that their appeal
now in circulation will be liberally re-
sponded vo by the public, in whose in- |
terest the proceedings in the courts are |
being pushed. !

Another case has been entered in
court, that of St, Pierre vs. the city, |
which, if sucgessful; will secure to
every householder his vote whether he |
bas paid the water tax or not. The
has 1o Similarity whatever (a.s

“K Such an outrageous propoaltlon

I means of assisting a distressed fellow-

| why Quebec has fallen behind. Then

the City Hall), to the Lepine and Lafon-
taine cases. The Council claim that
the Corporation has np legal right to
deprive a man of his vote bedause of

e

that recently made’ by certain,
‘chants of Quebec to the Local
erriment hag scarcely ever been heard
of in‘avhat presumaoly ig a free coun-
try, and makes us pause and ask our-
selveg she question whether the years
bave receded and we are not serfs un-
def the bond of some despotic ruler.

tained in a petition to deprive the
Quebec Ship Laborors’ Benevolent
Society of their charter, in short to
prevent those engaged 1n this industry
from uniting for mutual support and
protection,. to deprive them ' of the

workman and to enable the shippers
to compel men to work for starvation
wages. The shippers know that with
the disruption of the society they could
easily deal with the men single handed,
but united as they are under the pro-
tection of the law: they can do nothing.
Why are they so desperately anxious
that one particular class of men, work-
ing at a precarious and harassing busi-
ness, and whose occupation’ only lasts
a short seasen of the year, should be
compelled, under threat of absolute
starvation or forced emigration, to work
cheaply! The petition assigns as a
reason that the society has driven
commerce from the port. If this is
true, would not the laboring man be
the first to suffer and be the first him-
self to seeit? But we a e sausficd
that there are other and ‘more impor-
tant fac.ors than this bugaboo of the
Ship Laboiers’ Benevolent Society en-,
gaged in depriying Quebec of its one
time supremity as @& shipping port.
With the decline of the carrying trade
across the Atlantic by sailing vessels
and the multipiying of steamships and
the improvement of the river passage
between - Quebec and -Montreal, it is
only natural that the latterclass ot
vessels shouid seek the furthest limit
of navigation ‘and a more central dis-
tributing point. This is one reason

again there is the large decline of im-
ports into Canada within recent years,
and the consequent loss to the shipping
trade both going and coming, and ‘in
this' respect Montreal has suffered in

The proposition referred to is con-|

ter, until he allies hlmself with: a so-
eiety which is' not recognized by any
Jahor body in Canada or the United
States, and which was origwated by
thg outcasts from the ranks of Union-
i It is well that workmgmen
rywhere should know this, that the
erald’is apposed 'to Union labot, and
in order to galn ite ends, went to con-
nderable expense in importing from
the States and elsewhere unfair work-
men at a time when skilled workmen
were plentifal in this city. How far
its own conduct is reconcilable with its
gympathetic head line *“Is this Russia
or Canada 7’ the public will be able to
judge from knowing these facts. '

NOTES OF THE. WEBK.

Aprcpes of the correspondence on
“Woman 1n the Workshop,” which
has been running in our columns for
the past two or three weeks, we find
the New Zealand Herall lifting up its
voice in lamentation on’ the subject of
feraale labor, from which it would ap-
pear that' thi§ go-ahead colony looks
with some concern upon the raid of
women inf) the domain of men. It
says :

In several businesses women are sup-
planting men ; that is, young women are
supplanting young men. I hold that for a
young woman to’ work in an unwholespme
workroom at a tedious and fatiguing occu.
pation, is utterly to spoil her for the duties
of a wifé and a mother, Then, if she takes
the place of a young man, what is the re-
sult? That young man is compelled to
leave the conntry, or walk about the streets
idle. Nowadays, if & young man wants to
go to the theatre, he has to get a girl, who
is doing less than a man's work at much
less than a man's wages, to pay for his
ticket. And these employments are taking
women out of their sphere. What is to be-
come of posterity if women are to spend
the years when they should be strengthen-
ing their frames by household work, which
is congenial to their systems, in hurtful
labor ? * Why, posterity would not be worth
troubling abous if it depended upon them.
Besides, by taking up men’s occupations,
young women are driving out of the colony
the young men who ought to be their huas-
bands. They are condemning themselves
by their own act to the miserable fate of
spinsterhood. :

Just so. If woman is going take
the place of man and drive him out of
the country by taking his job from
him then the -populativn: will-dwindle
away till nothing remains but the grim
spectacle of a gaunt old* maid, with a
shrill voice and a cat, laboring in a
tough and ancieat fashion for four or
five dollais per week. For if the male
ciiizen can’s get a situation because a
woman has taken it at balf the wages,

propurtion equally with her sister city.
Theu how in the name of all that is

doors of the Benevolent Socie.y of
Ship Laborers ? We would advise the
merchants-te look ground for new ave-
nues'of commercial enterprise instead
of trying to destroy a society which
seeks alone the welfare of its own
members, and by so doing they would
help to re-establish the prosperity of
their city. “We cannot for a moient
believe that the Législature will listen to
the proposition, as to accede to such a

request would be initiating a class le-
gisiation dangerous to the peace and
well-being of the country, and subver-
sive of the liberty of the subject.
In thie connection we might notice
the transparent and shamefaced hypo-
crisy of the Heiald, of this city. In
its heading to its Quebec correspon-
dence relating the presentation of the
petition, in order to gain the sympathy
of workingmen who db net know its
own hostile atiitude towards Union
labor, it pertinently asks ¢ Is this
ltusnm or Canada ?” For months past
'the propriesors of the Montreal Herald
| have endeavored, by every means in
their power to disrupt the Typographi-
,ca.l Union ot this city, and continue to
| idld the terrors of, the law over the
heads of some of ity members who
! dared to stand upon their right&™ Not
‘only this, but it is an open secrei
among the pnntmg fraternity here that
on the

campogitor can WOrS

reasonable can the blame' be laid at the

it is evitent he can’t marry till the
girl has savad enough to keep him, and
with her humole income and the res-
ponsibility resting on her shoulders of
keeping her aged mosher, the probabi-
lities are that she will be a bony har-
ridan of 53 befure that joyous result 18
arrived at, and then the man will

to waste his bright affections on a ven-
erable relic with her head and both
feet in the grave, and the romance of
love’s glittering' dream will® fall 1o
pieces.© Cunsequently, where a happy
household ought to be, there wiil be
only a sour and wheezy old spinster
swiliing tea by a lonely heaith, while a
hoary paralytic from the workhouse
will call round occasionally in a peram-
bulator to tell ner what might have
been had she not euchred him out of
his situation and left him in the col
when he was in the pmne of his youth
and beauty.
x x x e

The English ‘Socialist, Mr. Hynd-
man, throws a side light on the advan-
tages of labor which affords ground
for reflection to intelligent readers. He
says :

No industry which was carried on under
conditions which meant degradation to
those who produced that industry was pro-
fitable. At the present moment health was
| being sappéd in every way and in every
trade. Physiologists said that eight hours’
hard work a day wes too much.. A horse

could not be worked more than three or
{ four hours a day. The effect of overwork
¢ ” no o diad iu

rise up and state that he doesn’t care |-

—namely, at 27 instead of 5. During pe-
riods of strike‘or duttess the death rate ac-
tually fell below what was normal,although
the workpeople were exposed to semi-star-
vation ; and it was the majority who at the
present time were being slave driven and
injured for the beneﬁt of a comparative
few. If that was so the Leglslature was
bound ' to interfere. In every indpstry in
the country she power of each workman %o
produce wealth had been multiplied a hun-
dredfold in the'last 50 years. Why was it
that the workers alone should reap no bene.
fits from the change?

It is a pity that the world cannot
muster a congress of its hoary veterans

in order to verify this statement. - The

noble contingent of octogenarian peers,
and successfully explain the absence of
many more who married shady ac-

maturely bored to death''in' cense.
quence. ' Buch - a gathering would
prove conclusively that a man who has’
no work to perform can asuccessfully
bear up against nearly ninety years of
high li ving, and Chauncey. M. Depew
could attend to testify that politics are
healthier, more fattening and a better
paying occupation than that of switch-
man or car coupler ; and Jay Gould
could be there too to. corroborate his
statements.. As for the men of toil,
the bulk of them are mostly pretty old
at 45, and roneumatic and venerable a
50, while at 60 they are only a hazy
memory and a tombstone, for which
reasons they woulu probably be unable

to attend.
* * ¥

A recent strike on the Wear (Eng.)
against shipping with non-union men
had no effect in delaying the. vessel,
and the unions affected held a private
conference and formed an offensive and
defensive alliance. This step, it is be-
lieved, must speedily lead to a trial of
strength with the Shipping Federation,
a8 the dockers, sailors, firemen and
watermen have all resolved to join
issue at command. The Newcastle-on-
Tyne branch of the Federation ciaim
to. have upon their books the names of
over three hundred * free labor” sea-

mern,

X X ¥

An 6xplana.ti(»n is given of the para
graph siatiug that judgment for a large
sum had been obtained:in the Ameri-
can.courts against the Duchess of Marl-
borough. Her Grace is possessed of 'a
Lfe iuterest in property rvealisiug at
least £40,000 a jear in America, but
the American courts do not allow life
interests to be charged. - A large sum
was therefore raised by the Duchess in
this country for expenditure on Blen-
heim and for the puipose of .a London
mansion. She msuied her life heavily,
and to complete the lender's secuiity
allowed judgment to be taken in the
United States tor the amount advanced.
Hence the recent gossip concerning her
grace’s financiul position.

* * *

Lady doctors are rapidly. increasing
in Kngiand. Quite recently, of nine

examinations. As up to- this time
there were only nine women in all
possessed of this degree this last result
doubles the number at a stroke and
shows' how much more popular: the
study of medicine is becoming,
* * = :
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IVER FRONT ASSEMBLY,

- No. 7628.
Rooms Weber Hall, 8t. James street. Next
meeting Sunday, Dec. 7th, at 7.30.
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House of Lords ‘could send along a¥y

tresses in their old age and were pre-|P®

ladies who weut in for the Liondon de {
gree of M. B. all of them passed the|

ADVERTISEMENT.

OUR GRAND CHRISTMAS

' . CHEAP SALZE.
@HEAP SALE' OF DRESS SILES.
We expect to sell a great ma.ny SILK

is large. Imported direct from the best

for our

CHRISTMAS CHEAP SALE.
Black Gros Gta.m bxlks, from’ 60c to $4
per yard.
bolored Gros Gram Silks, from 50c to
$1.50 per yard.

ard.
per yard.

per yard.

Colered Satin Merves, from 75¢ to $1.10
r yard. :

Black Pongee Bilks, from 56c to 90e
per yard,

per yard.
Black Batavia Snlka, from 50c te §1. 25
per yard. ° -

per yard.
For the greatest bargains to be had in
Bilks of all kinds come to

JOHN MURPHY & CO.’S.

Samples of Silk sent on application
at thq Cheap Sale Prices.

THE GREAT SILK PLUSH
SALE,

Our plush sale it proving a great success,
Over. six hundred YARDS OF PLUSH

24 inches wide and the price only $1.22 per
yard. All the neweat colors to select from,
and is the greatest bargain in Canada.

*JOHN MURPHY & CO,

FANCY STRIPED VELVET.
We offer our stock of Fancy Striped
Velvets, former prices from $1 to $1.95,
Choice of the lot for only
50c¢ per yard.

Ladies will find this the greatest bargain
evet shown in the city. Come at once and
secure the choicest

At JOHN MURPHY & CO.’8.

For All Your'Dry Goods.
For all your Dry Goods come or send

Christmas Cheap Sale.

JOHN MURPHY & €O,
1781, 1783
N_otre Dame street cor. St. Peter.

Terms Cash and Only One Price.

Colored ‘Batavia sllks, from 500 to‘QOc-

SOLD IN ONE DAY. THIS SPECIAL
LINE OF COLORED SILK PLUSH ‘is

Telephones—Federal, 580; Bell, 2193.

CENTRAL
0H//V4 H4LL

DINNER SETS, 100 pieces, from...$7.5

TEA Wt o S
CHAMBER ** 10 « &
LIBRABY - LAMPS o iive 2.5(

CUTLERY, PLATED WARE, &c.

GEORGE EADIE,

(Successor to L. DENEAU),

2028 Notre Dame Streel

£38 S0
g il g S S S S ST g
B e 3 —~

MONEY TO LOAN.

to lend on City or Count

$25 OOO Property, interest from 5 {

6 per cent by sums of $500 and upward

also money advanced on goods. Commere

Notes discounted. House and Farm for §
or to exchange.

JOHN LEVEILLE, Agent,
156 St. James ¢

A.HURTEAU & BR(

" Lumber Merchants;

92 SANGUINET 81

MONTREAL.

Cor. Sanguinet and Dorches
.| Bell Tel, 6243, Fed. Tel. 14
YARDS : {Wellmgton Basin, oppo

G.T.R. Offices. Bell Tel. 1

Agencies for Insurance against Fire losses in all |

JOHNMURPHY&CO.S

DRESSES durigg this, month. = Our stook

makers, and we have.made the prices low :

Black Surah 8ilks,’ from 50¢ to $1.00 per °
Colored Surah Sllks, from 50c to $1.25
Black Satin Merves, from 75c to $1.75 .

. Colored Pongee Silks, from 50c tc $1. 00 :

your orders to our Store-and you will be {
sure of getting a great bargain during our |

THE
UNDERTAKER
“VICTORIA SOUARE
MONTREAL

TELEP




