WASHINGTON, 19th May, 1873.
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1866, it was - first ordered that all merchant vessels, both those of the Unite
Canada, should, before entering Lake Michigan, touch at Mackinaw on the north side of the
Straits of that name, and should there exhibit their manifests to the Collector of Customs who
was to take a copy of them and countersign the originals. The Collectors at the ports in
Lake Michigan, were directed to see that the manifests were SO countersigned, and not to
admit vessels to entry unless this formality had been observed.
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1 have, &c.

(Signed.) EDWARD THORNTON,
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