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ASON OF LENT

. SOMBRE DAYS NEARLY ‘AT BAND,

" W Wr

L SEeE

'There was a time within the memory
of. many of us when_the Lenten sea-
son wa sobserved only by members of
the Roman Catholic and Episcopal

hurchés, To 'make preparation for
the ohservamce of Lent was to avow

ore’s self a follower of their sect. But.
_ gradually year by year, the custom eX-

tended ‘little by little inte other de-
mpominations. First, with service of
‘urusual solemnity, and then with im-
‘ pressive germons, until 4l church
it good

during the forty days o fthe Lenten
season, and to turn their minds fnto

serious channels. So widespread
E’ the result at the present time that
business houses and places of public

of what the French call “‘careme.”
The religiously inclined people attend
church service with great regularity
and frequency during the season, and
stain from meat eating and wine
95 nking. The devout pray much and
attune their minds to spiritual
hcughts, The wordly mundane wel-
’za‘mes the approach' of Lent as a sea-
son in which to recuperate - her
Btrength and plan her spring ward-
robe. A
' The society people in various classes
_—for we have many different” circles
“of people who form distinctive circles

1o rest’ from entertaining and being
entertained, and to build up their
mental, physical and financial forces
¢ by lying fallow for a time. Meanwhile
the young and gay find the 40 days
of fasting and meditation rather tax-
ing to their patience. They cannot
pass al lthese days in church-going,

or all the evenings in prayer, unléss |

t! are nuns and monks. And it
ol'tltee’; becomes a question with them
just what they may or may not do
during thig time for recreation and
amusement.

In our ]

-nt opportunity for brushing up one’s
lzgientn?l endowments by a course of
good reading. There is so little time
to read in the months which precede
and follow, and if we would keep our-
sclves in touch with the litreature of
the day, we must set apart a portion
of each 24 hours for reading It is
hard to concentrate on such an oc-
cupation after months of mental dis-
sipation, but the more difficult the ef-
fcrt, the greater theé need of it. For
others who are interested,in the study
of languages, or music, or art, Lent
offers a good opportunity of progress.
Even.the most devoutly religious per-
son can find no harm in the cultiva-
tion of the intellect. “

h’)l‘he majority of young ladies who
fend themselves to social pleasure dur-
ing the winter have a fad for denying
themselves some especial luxury. dur-
ing the Lente nseason. One eats no
cendies or sweetmeats; anothes demies
herself her morning hearty sleep in
order to attend early church; a second
scamps her lunch and defies indiges-
tion, so that she can put in the noon
hour at St. James’ Cathedral, and yet
‘a third, would feel her soul lost were
she to neglect family prayérs morning
or night. Oothers go even further
tkan all those, and spend the time in-
tervening between their devotions dur-
ing the forty days oltckLen:. 1;11 vislt;l:g

t s at home
ity tha o5 Those latt;rtarg
angels, not only of Lent, but o
:,ll‘le t‘lmg, for good work continued for
g0 long a time does not pall and is
&s apt to become part of one’s self as
is the tireless search for pleasure.

However absurd some of the fads
practiced may seem, there is*a-certain
amount of self-diseipline about them
which renders them wholesome and
beneficial. To give up something that
w2 dearly love to do,” whether an in-
nccent pleasure or a small vice—is a
meang of character wxgggqg. Sh*:
who deprives herself $ ‘her daily 1o
of candy during six weeks, not only
benefits her health and complexion,
but she strengthens her will power.

It would be well for th fewhole
world could abstinence from meat eat-
ing; be inforoced during &t least six
veeks ofeach year. No :doubt the
physicians of the land would suffer
fir anclally, in consequenge,. but the
physical and mental condition of the
masses would be benefited without
dcubt. &0y

While there is an element . of .the
divine in all harmonious sounds;sacred
‘music, the grandest in :/the world,
should be studied and played and
listened to during Lent, rather than
the lighter, more worldly and physical
compositions which are appropriate
for other occasions.

Quiet dinners with congenial friends;
ecrcerts where the best music is given;
good books, and earnest study; . an
shcur ‘every day of introspection and
‘meditation; two hours in some health-
ful out-door exercise or in the gym-
masium; eight hours of sound sleep-
every night and the daily sacrifice of
Boumething for some object, are a few-
of the items which would help to pass !

away the 40 days of Lent, with bene- Fhﬂlside nineteen

fit to the most worldly.or the most
Teligious.

The Boeok of Life.

A sealed book at a waiting hour,

Has covers opened by a unseen power,
Bach leaf enfolded in chosen place,

On which the fingers of Time may tcace,

For days and weeks,” and for months and
agea.

In lines of glory, gold and bright,

dn words of sorry, sin and night, 1

In pencilled rays of bud and bloom,

du darkened shades of death and doom,

4h! The book of Life,
swell

How its pages teem and glowing tell

Of many schemes of joy and pride,

Of saddened hours when loved ones died,

how its coverlugs.l

Ot hours when witches

dine and dance,
t gleams of glory,

froth and fame,
with love aflame,

Of rollicking and roystering days,

Of lights galore and lamps ablaze,

Of jollity and jocund hours,

Of final, fading, wasting powers,

or MY”' of promise, knowledge, ueed,
Of pulsing hearts that throb and bleed,
of plaints and pains, of toil and strife,

d these have place dn The Book of Life.

But the pages fair as they each unfold,
Clironicle names of souls both bought and-

sold,
ot blessiugs showered In heaven's name,
t show, of saduess, sin and shame,
Of war and woe, of right and wrong,
‘t voices low, of gleetul song,.
Ldch written down and duly weighed
B golden lines and darkened shade.

This Book of Life that is to be,
bens for record full and free,
Ot deeds and doings day by day,
;Lomlng Time, along the way,
o mixed unfoldings, storied briefs,
u: contradictory beliefs,
& mugic, medince and mirth,
. 80rrow, sadness, wealth and worth,
dlsappoluunents. deep and sore,
f sweet fruition well in store,
oF glrth. of marriage and of death,
: s::;t‘:r‘:gtl‘t jog'ls. 1(;:”‘(11.9 fading breath,
0 o i
Ot faith sublime In God s s
benance dire for deed and crime,
8; gt'*'_ rebrets for wasted time,
r:;tl)_ en ties and blighted years,
TOWS made by fallen tears,

This Book of Lige, thus page by page, .

God on high,

Commencing Wednesday Next the Devotional-Minded
Will take a Rosplto From Pleasura.
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_gmusement are affected'by the arrival |
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citles Lent affords an excel-
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From scenes of Joy to those of gloom
g::g: «Le.eg:. of love m:ld lo{’alm ncfne. 3

4 ‘error, toll. and bla

ll;‘ rom skles once bright to wheh;-!.i’w cloud,
pm songs of joy to mournings loud,

i aLom: memories sad to lighter veln, X
From turnings back to joys agal g

Oh. a wonderful thing is the Book of Life,
Filled with vionde'nwure, yet rife,

Filled with pleasant song #énd story,
Fllled with sie ening s :)Thtl and gory.
Filled with pery, folly, fun,
Filled with duties ‘Tett

Fliled with hearts with jo‘f
Filled with SOrrow, sin woe,
Filled—but the Book wﬁ? never fill,
And only at it's Maker's Will. ~

Who then shall close this Book of Life ?
These estorled leaves of worldly strife 7
These notings full of passing hours ? ¥
These tales of growing, fading powers ?

1ese hopes once held In high estate ? s
These words rehearse of Time and Fate ?
These tolls and triumphss noted down ?
These freaks of fortune and of frown ?

ese Eages blurred with falling tears ?
These L'fe Book notes of Passing Years ?

?hlﬁ Book which wiil ‘be closed and sealed;
Till the Great Creator stands revealed.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT-

How the Simple Words of the Galllean
‘Welgh With the Uttérances of Ane
tony, Demustheanes, Burke.
and Henry,

Topic : “The Sermon on the Mount.”
Text, Luke vi. 41-49,

41. And why behéldest thou the mote
that is in thy brother's eye, but per-
ceivest not the beam that is in thine
own eye? g

42, Either how canst thou say to thy
brother, Btrother, let me pull out the
mote .that I8 in thine eye, when thou
thyself beholdest not the beam :hat is
in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite,
cast out first the béam out of thine
own eye, and then shalt thou see
clearly to pull out the mote that is in
thy brother’s eve. 2

43. For a good tree bringeth not forth
corrupt fruit ; neither doth a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit.

- 44, For every tree is known by his
own fruit. . For of thorng men do not
gather figs, nor of a/ bramble bush
gather they grapes.

. 46. A good man jut o2 the good trea-
sure of his heart bringeth t.1¢h that
which is good ; and an evil man out of
the evll treasure of his heart bringeth
forth that which i evil; for of the
abundance of the heart his mouth
speaketh

46. And_why call ye me Lord, Lord,
and do n®t the things which 1 say ?

47. Whosoever cometh to me, and
heareth my sayings and doeth them I
will show you to whom he is like :

48. He is like a man which built a
house, and digged deep, and laid the
foundation on a rock ; and when the
flood arose the stream beat vehement-
ly upon that house, and could not
shake it; for it was founded uporn a
rock. i

49. But he that heareth, and doeth
not, is like a man that without a foun-
dation built a house upon the earth ;
against which the stream did beat ve-
hemently, and immediately it fell ; and
the ruin of that house was great.
SOME OF THE WORLD'S ORATORY.
.The present lesson introduces us to
one of the most noted produetions in
literature. If they are ignorant of
most of the contents of scripture, peo-
ple generally know something of the
sermon on the mount. Great speak-
ers have always been pets of public fa-
vor, The name of Demosthenes is
known wherever the learned live. Ci-
cero’s orations against Catiline and
Marc Antony’s eulogy over the assas-
sinated Caesar have commanded the
applause of multitudes. Edmund
Burke, that philosophical and incisive-
ly profound orator, who ‘‘combine all
that could instruct, dazzle and even
overwhelm the hearer,” stood for his
own country and all Europe a new
light of political wisdom. Critics pro-
nounced his style more grandly beau-
tiful than that of any other English-
man. And while England has orators
they will take for a masterpiece to
study Burke’s peerless speech in West-
minster Hall in prosecution of War-
ren Hastings.

Our neightors point with pride to
the triumphant plea in the “parson’s
case,” which lifted Patrick Henry out
of the lists. of bankrupt business men
and set him upon a pinnacle of popu-
larity. ,His heroic introduction of a
resolution against the Stamp Act is
not forgottén, nor his oratorical feat in
the debate on that resolution wheh he
declared  with owering  passion :
“Caesar had his Brutus, Charles I. his
Cromwell, and George III. (here he was
interrupted with ‘“Treason! treason!”)
may profit by their example.” Then
the reply : ““If this be treason make
the most of it.”” The Senate of the
United States has no nobler record of
masterful speech ' than the reply of
Daniel Webster to the nullification ha-
rangue of Robert Y. Hayne; ‘and that’|
high forum hears frequent reference
to that epoch-making event. ' _

“But, after all, ‘how few of earth’s
master orators have achieved the re-
‘putation which came to a plain peas-
ant. of Galilee, who sat- down on a
centuries ago and
“opened (Matt. v., 2) his mouth and
taught them.”

Probabky not 2 per cent. of the
people over the border ever read a
line of Webster’'s remarkable reply to
Hayne or could say what was the sub:
ject in dispute. It would pot be sur-
prising if fewer still could be found
who know what the “parson’s case”
was or where Patrick Henrv declaim-
‘'ed against the English Stamp Act.
Cicero’s orations and Demosthenes on
the crown lie in dead languages, and
only -the learned have the-least in-
terest in them. But here in the New
Testament we have an abstract, so
brief that it may be read through' in
fifteen minutes, which was spoken
with no imposing circumstances, and
S'thit s to this day read and studied
an i

lions
best
CH,

The speaker is a young man a llttlel
pagt 32 years old, who spent his youth
and early manhood at a humble trade, .
without university education and with- |
t those years of self diseipline to-
hich Demosthenes attrituted so much
of his success. When Daniel “’ebster'
astounded the Un.ted States Senate by
making his oration on short notice the
wonder was somewhat diminished by
information of the fact that Mr. Web-
ster had gathered his materials a long
while before for just such an emer- |
gency. But Jesus of Nazareth had no
such treasured stores ip the pigeon-
holes of His working-rooms ; yet his |
u!t)gerances are upon themes immeasur-
ably

n,

@,
aglow,

more profound thanp those
of Burke .or Pitt op Sheridan
or ‘Wendell Phillips, and are

unspent of their power to command
popular interest. Let the skeptic, who
sees nothing out of the natural order
of things in Christ, Christianity ang
the scriptures, give us some naturalis-
tic explanation of this imposing phe-
nomenon.

It was about the middle of the three
yvears of Jesus’' public ministry-—haif
way, as we may say, betweasn the Jor-
dan baptisim and the shedding of His

Will storfes tell f;
$ Tom youth to age,
fom cradle¢ days to an open toﬁg:‘;),

blood on the cross. The first year he
spent mostly In Judea, moving about

L

w%thou‘i' alilean
when ; Y D8
second year, there Was a gathering of
diciples around him, who forsook %“
to follow Him.,The location where the
sermon on the mount was gpoken {s be-
lieved to have been halfway on the

‘est coast of the little but illustrious
'Sea of Galilee. There stands a high
hill rather than a mountain, upon the
side of which at some unknown point,
Jesus sat down. The attitude was
chosen accord!ng to oriental custom,
and the situation as being guited “est
to address a crowd. It belng in the
second year, the crowds that followed
Christ had become very large and
eager to hear Him. No house In
Capernaum gould aceommodaita - the
andiences, as we saw when in Peter's
house they were compelled to let down
the paralytic into the court yard at the
feet of Jesus. For the fullest impree-
sion of this preaching event, bear in
mind that just before this serman He
had selected the twelve men who were
to become His world-known diselples.
He had sought a solitude, steeped His
soul in prayer, and thus. ready for-a
great duty, “He called unto Him whom
He would”—that is, made choice out of
all who had become devoted to Him
twelve who ‘“should be with Him.”
Probably it was on His way down
from the high sanctuary of solitude in
which the selection was made that e
‘'sawr (Matt v., 1) the multitudes gath-
ered and gazing upward, awaiting His
return.” Seeing them, the Master
“went up into a mountain’—very
probably vpon one of the two little
peaks of this high hill of Hattin—and

sat down, with His disciples close
around Him. Thus prerared, He be-
gan to tal=,

We say “talk,’ because the sermnn
on the mount is not a sermon of homi-
letic pattern. Neither is it construct-
ed after the plan of an oration in the
Senate or a speech in Parliament. Tt
is simply and only the sayings of Jesus.

TWISTING CHRIST'S SERMON DE-
CRIED.

To enumerate even a patt of the in-
terpretations which have been put U
on these peerless sayings as a whole
would take ten times the £pace we
have here. Enough to say that they
who have used the sermon on the
mount to read into it their system of
theology or their fad for social reform
have taken unwarranted libertles with
the simple word of God. What Jesus
said was set in simplest terms, and we
have no right to, twist His talk to mean
what suits some scheme of religion or
phllosophy of cur own. Hence in the
present lesson-piece we have the most
practical talk possible, in plainest
phraseology, upon both the every-day
life and the mutual relations between
men, and also a deep delve at the last
into the doctrine of man’s destiny.

Verses 41-42—Did ever a philosopher
crowd into such small space the error
of man in thinking ill of others when
there is more reason to think ill of
himself ? With one master stroke the
Great Teacher tells us to get ready to
correct others by first correcting our

own door. Listen when two or more
are talking, and how rarely they are
confessing their mutual defects. How
generally they are picking at the re:
putation of others, even of thote whom
they call friends, Jesus says, in brief,,
we should be ashamed of ourselves,

What presumption it.is to carp at
others when there is greater ground
for criticising yourseif. e

A hypocrite is one who professes one
thing and acts the opposite. So Jesus
would say by finding fault with others
for being this or that which they
should not be, we imply that we are
blameless. But the chances .are that
we have some defect or dnwnright
wrong-doing to our acount that is more
heinous than. that which we condemn
in others, ; :

NECESSITY OF PURE INWARD .
LIFE. = o

Notice that if this “sermon” had
been after our methods there would
have been close logical conmection of
parts and the - elaboration of related
topics. But these are His fayings, and
So the Master’s talk is not reported in
organized argument. So we have sin
our next verses a topic which we
would better take apart than try to
link with the last.

Verses 43-45—To ' gecure
worthy and satisfactory external life
there must be a true life at the centre.
A good apple tree cannot Sodom
apples. A real orange will not and
cannot bear crab apples. ‘A sound
fruit tree of any kind will not bear
gnarled and unmarketable growths, A

chances. On the co
not honest in his most parts and
principles will play fricks as sure as a
good opportunity serves. It was just
this and nothing else that Jesus had
up with Nicodemus, when he told that
Jewish ruler : “Except a man be born
again, h= cannot enter into the king-
dom of heaven.” It is the easlest thing
for a pure spring —to pour - out
sweet water. But the Chicago
River cannot be pure as long as the
polluting materials from town are
poured into it. Speech is the volce nf
life, and only as the life is sweet and
holy can the speech be “‘seasoned with
grace.” . A mind that is soaked with
sensual thoughts cannot supply the
tongue with health-giving words. Al
the world would be paradise if all
hearts were pure. Paradise would be
regained in a day if the naughtiness
of the inmost life of men did not tor-
ment us. Sheerest folly it is to try to
save this world by merely getting peo-
ple to dress up and behave decently.
That is better than barbarism. It is,
indeed, the first act of an inwardly re-
newed savage to cover his nakedness
with clothes and quit his barbaric con-
duct. But all this will not last longer
than a little while if it is a mere ex-
ternal change that has come on him.
It mus<t be as de>p as the roots and
sap of a tree. If they are goo all will
be good and good always. Christmas
trees look beautiful in their dress of
sweets and pretty things. But the next
week after Christmas the same tree is
pitched aside a withered thing, fit only
to be burned. And vet we s'llv mor-
tals are so abpt to make the mistake of
hanging on the outside af our 1lives
some fine-looking acts and professiors
forgetting. that a4 really good man
brines forth that which is good out of
the traasure store of his heart.

PROOF OF CHRIST'S TRUTHS.
Verses 46-49—Professing and not pos-
sessing the spirit which will make con-
duct correspond with creed is not ap-
proved by Christ, however it may be
practised : - “Why call ye me Lord,
Lord, and do not the things that I
say ?” Inconsistency in professing
Christians does not touch the integrity
of Christian principles, but these prin-
ciples judge those who are inconsist-
ent. Moreover, in the parable of the
two houses, their foundations and their
fate, Jesus fearlessly claimed that
whoever shall rest his life upon the
truths He taught will stand the brnnt
of blast and billow, no matter how they
smite to overthrow him. It must have
sounded presumptuous in the ears of
his audience on the Hattin hill for this
recently risen light to promise such re-
sult to those who would follow His
light. But at this end of the age
where s there a candid student of fact
who will assert from information that
he knows those who heard and .did the
sayings of Jesus patiently, persistent-
1y and energetically, yet were. swept
down in the storms of life ? Suchare
not to be found.

rary, one who is

ki

. C. W. Storms, Dresden, Ont.-
sa];"srs: “I have been taking Miller's
Compound Iron Pills for two months:
have increased in weight 12 ’Pounds and
feel better than for years.

Mrs. S. says. “I suffered tron? Rheu-
matic Pains for months, Milléer's Com-

own wrong doings. Sweep before your |

“How canst thou say to thy brother?” |

a trust- | all were presented—to the Queen and

1
man who is honest at heart will noti
steal, even if he have ' the best of !

. make a careful caloulation showing

HAKING, AN OTFORD 3

3 D
THE REMARKABLE PRODUCT OF A
GREAT PRINTING HOUSE.
% P

“; Speefal Paper and How it Was Dis-
| covered—Settiug the Types and Print-
 ing and Binding How the Revised

Version Was Printed Like a Miracle.

BY FRANCIS GRIBBLE.

(Copyright, 1896, by S. 8. MeClure,
Limited.) ‘

London, Feb. 6, 1896.—The privilege
of printing a Bible is hardly less jeal-
ously guarded in the United Kingdom
than is the privilege of printing a
bank-note. It is.gccorded by licenseé to
the Queen’s Printers, and by charter to
the Universities of Oxford and @dm-
bridge ; and it is, a8 & matter of fact,

reatest bulk of the work is done.

'rom this famous press there issue an-
nually about one million copies of the
Sacred -Book'; coples ranging in price
from ten pence to ten pounds, and in
fortn frome«the Brilliant Bible, which
weighs in its most handsome binding,
Jegs than four ounces, and measures
8-3-4x2-1-8 by 8-4 in., to the superb
folio Bible for Church use, the page of
which measures 19%12 in., which is the
only folio Bible in existence—78 edi-
tions in all ; coples in all manner of
Janguages, even the most barbar-
ous. - It-is a difficult but not unpro-
fitable business.

The Oxford Bibles are, as all the
world knows, more popular and more
widely, cireulated than any other edi-

HENRY' FROWDE, PUBLISHER TO UNI-
; - VERSITY,

tion of the sacred volume, and all the

p .that their remark-
ds‘upon the mar-
g of the paper on which

y' For the Bible is one

world- knows -

: “world ; and, as it
has, during the last twenty years, en-
tirely revolutionized  -the - Bible and
Prayer Book trade, the story of its
introduction must- be told. .

DISCOVERY OF THE SPECIAL
; 1 PAPER.

The story begins in tthe year 1841. In
that year amw QOxford graduate, whose
néme has been fprgotten, brought home
from a. jourpey to,the far East a small
fold of extremely thin paper which
was obviously. more opaque and
tough for its substance than any pa-
per known to European manufacturers.

at the University of Oxford that the |,

Aot ,één!aim:
‘fage of one fo

| the case of the Oxford Bible it is but
i & little more than begun. 'The prcofs
| are then read-agein by a fresh reader,
| from @ fresh model ; and this process
" is repeated until, before being electro-
typed, they have been read five times
in all. .Any compositor who detects
'an error in-the model gets a reward ;
but only two such rewards have ever
been earned. Any member of the
public who is first to deteot an error
in the Authorized text is entitled to
one guinea ; but the average annual
outlay of the Pregs under this head is
almost nil. And this while there lies on

.

lic interest in the Bible more strikingly
manifested than on the memorable day
of publication of the Revised Version
of the New Ttestament—May 17, 1881
: before that date abundant eyi-
dence of that interest had shown Jt-
self. For one thing Mr. Frowde held
orders for nearly two million copies ;
for another the efforts of dishonest
Persons to obtain surreptitiously ad-
vance copies for use either in England
or in America had been persistent and
audacious. - One American emissary
went to Oxford and offered a foreman
£2000 for such a copy. He was told

the table of the composing-room a
Bible issued from some other press,
bristling with errors, all indignantly
scored with red ink, no fewer than three
such errors being perceptible on a
single page. ‘

The care exercis2d in the prodiction
of the Authorized Bible is not relaxed
in the case of the Revised Bible. 8ince
1885 there have been six «Qitlons of the
Revised Bible issued by the Oxford
Press ; and 4 list is kept showing the
number ! :
eal _which ‘have 'been ‘detected
t date and August 27, 1895.

There afe only. ten of them—an aver-
gl iy . each year that has
apged ; ‘and ‘they ars all of the most
trifling character, | “over-tiowing,” for
“ever-flowing,” being the most gerlous.
{One of them, mg ’.mya I;Je rtehmiar;ielf‘ge l:lr;
pasging, ‘was ected by tha
m;x{!errltxt of Holy Writ the Bishop of
Oxford, and when he pointed it out,
cancels were immediately printed and
fresh pages inservted. .

The Bible type I8 not: kept standing.
Instead two sets of electrostype are
made. One of these is used to print
from, the other for the prod*uctim} of
fresh electrotypes when required. The
electrotypes 'of the second’ generation
dare admitted to be a little degenerate
in character : but thé difference is so
slight that it can only < b2 detected
with difficulty, even by an expert ; and
from a. single set of electrotypes as

’ ‘many as 300,000 copies of a nart of the

Bible have been printed. For the ac-
tion of these eleltrctypes a
epecilal strong-room has been construct-
ed. It is the boast of the delegaites that
their own smith wrought and fixed the
iron ; and it is one of its peculiarities
that' the mere act of cpening the door
turns up the light, while the act of
closing it turns it down.
DRYING THE SHEETS AND BIND-
! ING.

In this way the Clarendon ®Press
manufactures -Bibles 1literally out of
the raw materfal—prints them, that is
to say, with its own type, and its own
ink (manufactured out of its own lamp-

The late Mr. Thomas Combe, who was--black and varnish) on its own admir-

then printer to the University, printed
Bibles on it. There was just sufficient
-paper for 24 gopies of the Diamond 24
mo, edition,—the smallest edition at
that time in existence, Though vari-
ous bibliophiles offered £20 apiece for
them, none of the copies were sold, but

other persons of mark. Mr, Combe
tried to trace the paper to its source,
but failed ; and the event, after being
a nine-days’ wonder, ceased to be talk-

about or even thought about.
It happened, however, that. thirty-
three years later, a copy of the
edition fell into the hands of Mr. Ar-
thur E. Miles of the firm of Hamilton,
Adarlr:‘s &dCo. Mr. %tmes ghov;(ed it to
Mr. Frowde (controller, with éjbl‘-

S
=

7

HORACE HART, CONTROLLER AND PRINTER
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ace Hart, of the University Press), and
the result was that experiments were
at once set on foot at the Oxford Uni-
versity Paper Mills at Wolvercote, with
the view of discovering the secret of
its composition. After several failures,
the efforts of the manufacturers were
at last crowned with complete success.
with the result that the first Bible on
Oxford India paper was placed on sale
in Paternoster Row, on August 2,
1875. (2)

The secret of the composition of the
Oxford paper is, of course, one of those
trade secrets which are, on no account,
whispered to the stranger. It is, in
fact, knowfi only to three living per-
sons, not gone of whom is even par-
ticularly &nxious to admit that he is
included in the three. 3 =

To possess the secret of such.a valu-
able paper is clearly half>the battle to
the printers of the Bible, “But only
half. - The next thing { needful is
to ensure that the type ‘shall -be set
without mistakes ; and there ig nothing
of which the Oxford printers of the
Bible are prouder than of their accur-
acy. To secure this accuracy, they
point out, both time and money are re-
quired. As regards the money, it is
computed that to set u» and “read” a
Reference Bible costs £1000. As re-
gards the time and trouble, that is a
story by itself.

PUTTING A REFERENCE BIBLE
IN TYPE.

We assume, for instanee, that a Re-
ference Bible, in a fresh format, is to
be produced. The first step is to

what, in the particular typa employed,
will be the exact contents of each page,
from the first page to the last. It
must be known hefore a single type is
set just what will be the first and last
word on each paZe, It is not enough
that this calculation shall be approxi-
mate ; jt must be exact almost to the
Syllable. The stuperdous labor. thus
involved may be imagined ; and it has
to be undertaken in the case of cvery
fresh edition. In the case of any or-
dinary boek the readér would eonsider

able paper. The mext process is the
drying of the sheets, for which there is
a complete apparatus on the third floor
of the Bible Press. When time suffices

room to dry in the ordinary course.
When time presses, as it often does,
they are dried with a special system.
The sheets are then placed in a speci-
ally| constructed hot-room, in which dry
air, superheated by steam under pres-
sure is driven round in a confined
space by a large circular steam fan.
By this means the ink can be dried in
an incredibly short time, and will re-
sist the excessive pressure put upon it
1 by ths leather binders without “setting
Off.” And with the drying, Mr. Horace
Hart's share of the work is done ; and
the sheets g0 off by luggage train to
London to Mr. Henry Frowde, who is
publisher to the University, manager
of the London business and of the
branchlies in Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Under his direction the sheets are duly
bound and distributed to the trade.

The binding, which is done with no
less care than the printing, is carried on
in a special bullding in the neighbogy
hood of Aldersgate, under the superin-
tendence of Mr. Ubpton Jones. Here
we observe long rows of women—ma-
trons and maidens of every age—clad
in white aprons, and armed with pa-
per knives and needles, silently stitch-
ing and folding the sheets. For the
ke of accuracy the folding is all done
by hand ; for the reduction of the bulk
the sewing is done with silk. And the
work is done slowly in order that it
may be well done. The sheets of or-
the sheets of the Bible are stitched ata
rate varying from 300 to 400 per hour ;
the sheets of the ible are stitched at a
rate ranging from 200 to 250 per hour.
Between the folding and the stitching
the sheets are rolled ; after they have
been stitched they are pressed, so that
they may not go forth, as the trade
says, “full of wind,” by a special hy-
draulic engine, with an automatic
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and the nature of typographi-|

they anre hung on ‘“trebles” in a long |

E——

that the honor of the press was as
dear to the compositors as to the Dele-
gates, and that there was a pump con-
veniently near. Baffled in this diree-
tion, the enterprising gentleman made
a fresh attgmpt. He cailed on one of
the Revisers and asked to be allowed
to see a copy. The Reverend Reviger,
however, had the wisdom of the ser-
pent as well as the harmlessness of the
dove. He' courteously pointed to the
copy lying on the table, but would not
allow his visitor to touch it. The
stranger retired, but came again, at an
hour when he knew the Reviser was
out, bringing with him a dummy vol- |
ume, which he hoped to be able to ex-
change stealthily for the genuine ar-
ticle. A daughter of the househow-
ever, received him, and took care that
he had no opportunity of committing
the petty - larceny which he contem-
blated. There Whe also records of other
attempts ; .and it is even said that
as much as £65000 was once offered for
an advanced copy, with the significant
intimation that no questions would be
asked to the holder’s title to it. All
attempts, however, were equally futile,
and on May 17, 1881, the Revized Testa-
~ment was published.
BOOKSELLERS CROWDING FOR
COPIES. : L
It been arranged that every
bookseller  througnout . the TUnited
Kingdom should be supplied with co-
Ples on sthe morning of that day. On
the! previous day, theretore, all coun-
iry parcels were duly despatched ; and
it only remained to distiibute the Tes-
tament to the trade in London. This
distribution was probably the most
.Striking scene ever known in the his-
tory of Paternoster Row. Already, on
the afternoon of the 16th, bookseller’s
employes were beginning to wait out-
{£ide the warehouse door, just as plea-
, Sure-seekers wait outside the pit en-
| trance on the famous premieres at the-
Lyceum. . As darkness fell,
. deepened. 1

proaches which converge upon the
Row. The horses dozed in the shafts;
the drivers dozed upon their seats ; the
| city police. marshalled in a solid body,
i under their inspectors, stood by to see
that the road was clear for the traffic
to follow the appointed line. Mean- |
While the gaslights gleamed inside the
store, and Mr. Frowde's staff, in busy
silence, made their preparations. At
last the great clock of St. Paul’s Ca-

Then there was a noise of the turning |
of keys, and the drawing back of bolts,
the warehouse doors were opened. The
carters started from their slumbers,
and the mass began to move, For
four hourg men fought for Testaments,
as hungered men fight for bread in a,
beleagured city, and cart gfter cart,
.heavily- freighted, wound its way out
of the labyrinth, and drove off east or
west, or south or north. Then, for a
epace, there was a lull. But not for
long. Between half-past four and five |
the newspaper carts began to call for
copies to be sold wupon the railway
book stalls ; and at seven the press be-
gan to despatch its own' carts with'
copies. for booksellers who had not pre-
viously sent for them. _And so it
came about that when Londoners rose:
from their beds to go about their busi-:
ness they found the shop windows full’
of the Revised New Testament. :

Great as the supply was, it
means coped with the demsand. ’ Th
public fought for copies throughdut the |’
day, as the bookseller's men had
foughti for them throughout the nigiht.
One city bookseller alone sold in the
course of the day 15,000 at prices rang-
ing from a shilling to a guineas - t
the “Underground” bookstalls, .travel-
ers cheerfully paid eighteen pence for
coples which the discount bookseller
would have let them have. for nine-/
pence ; and they were to be seen in
hundreds reading it asg they walked
through the streets, or had Mr.
Frowde’s arduous labors reached their
termination. Thousands of “‘repeat”
orders were on his hands; the trade

guage, which spontaneously ceases to

ON TIB

work when the pressure gets to 70 tons.
Simultanecously with this work, in an-
other department the leather is being
prepared. In one room we see the
bindings cut out of the prepared sheep-
skins, goat skins, calf or whatever it
may be; in another room we see it
shaved down to the thin tewture re-
quired for the celebrated Divinity Cir-
cuit- bindings, by means of two re-
markable machin<s, onemade in Ger-
many, and the other in America ;: and
An-lly we saa the gilt letters stamped |
and the books put into their covers.
HOW THE REVISFD VERSION WAS
FIRST PUBLISHED.

pounid -Iron Pills cured me.”

that his work was thén concludeq, In

Never was the intensity of the pub-
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‘stumbled over each other on the door-

was clamorous ; peremptory telegrams
came pourine in; the te'egraph boys

RIGHT.

step ; the postoffice officials suggested
the construction of a temporary tele-
graph office within the premises ; and
it was not until they had delivered
€very copy on the premises that the
staff of the University Press were able
to go to bed.

The interest of the United States was
not one whit less keen. . The Revised
New Testament was “set up” on the
Atlantic by the enterprising houseé of
Appleton ; was sterotyped on board a
liner, and printed off immediately on
the arrival of the vessel at New York,
with the result that ies were on ¢

1 struck the hour of midnight. {Oh, b

Don’t
Don’t-
“Do you think I wiil =
For the’year of jubilee 2 | 1

ky no ey {3 1
+'Yes, I think you. will ma, e
The | por the year &'jubllee,'ﬂ.:.: . "{w o

:M e
L
What

ek s

™
hy zeal that knew not bound 5
Thy deep tran

And still

To Thee, O Jesu, Son of God, il
O Holy Ghost, one God, one Lord,

enterprisé of New York wad beatén by
the enterprise of Chicags. The editor
of The Chicago Times was resolved to
present the entire volume to his read-
ers in an immediate edition of his pa~
| per. The railways could not bring a
volume to Chicago tiil late on the even~ ¢

ing of May 21; the only thing to be

done was to press the telegraph into

the service. - For a sum of: $10,000 the

editor retained the exclusive use of the
twenty-one wires then connecting the

two citles. The operators worked from

5.30 p.m. until 12.50 a.m., and during

this time the entire text of the Four

Gosmels, ‘the Acts o e Apostles, and

the Bpistle to the Rom ns, was trans- -
mitted to Chiecago. The remainder of

the volume was set up from coples

which arrived by rail, and on the

morning of May 22, -the subscribers to

The Chicago Times-were able to study

the result of the revisers’ labors at the

breakfast table. >

... NPGRO CHURCH MELODIES.

. The congress on Africa presented
Some new and unusual aspects, says
The Atlantia Constitution, ‘It also pre-
sented some things which to the people
who know the negro in the south are
not new, and among these things was
the music. While the proceedings of
the gathering were strongly -charac-
terlzeq by a ripeness, of th ught and
culture creditable to the race, the mu-
sical feature was made up of those pri-
mitive negro melodies which hear the
stamp of the negro imagination, and
Which are peculiarly suited to the ex-
?arg:slon of the religious feelings of. the

These songs are African i their orl
gin and mo)q, They were written by
and are strong types of the
literature of the people. As
Such it is encouraging to note that the
Intelligent minds which directed the
congress fully appreciated them. The
:::;ging of the»sg‘ngs was a feature of
ongress, hey were suné by an
appreciative choir of energetic yvtu‘
ggg:s of one of the progressive sehools
. The airs are the popular chureh air
of the negroes—the race generally. Og
courge ithe city churches.do not. use
thém so much, but. throughout. the
south thev gre sung by the. colored
people. The more polished and ambi=
tious efforts of the negroes are far les®
po ular with the race, - The ‘songs ;
S B Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Steal
ﬁ y,”. “Rise. and Shin » Brother,"!-
'm g-Roﬂ_in.g,”_ ‘“He 'Rose From the
ad,”” and others are familiar to
nearly every S8rown-up member of the
race. The rendition of these songs
broved to be a striking feature of the
congress. ;
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,”. 1s. one

of the most popular of all the songs,
Follow the drift : 2 4
Y
“Swing low, sweet chariot, 43
Coming for to CAarry me home, .
wing low, sweet chariot, ‘

Coming for to carry me home, .

“I'looked over Jordan and what did I see
Coming for to carry me home ?
pa.nd of angels coming after me,
Coming for to carry me home, Ty

"If‘ you get there before I do, -
Coming for to cnrr{ me home,

Tell all the friends i'm coming too,
Coming for to carry me home.

[ “I'm sometimes up and sometimes down,

oming for to carry me home,

But still my soul feels heavenly bound,

Comling for to carry me home,” A

“Steal Away " s scarcely less popular. A ! *
few sample verses : i Rk I

“Steal away,

_ Steal away to Jesus |

Steal away, steal away home,
I hain’t got long to stay here,

"Z;f{y Lord calls me,

€ calls me by the thunder !

The trumpet sounds it in my soul 3 !
I hain’t got long to stay here, , |

“Green trees are bending,
Poor sinners stand trembling :
e trumpet gotinds it in my soul 3
I hain’t got long to stay here,

“Tonibstones are bursting,
Poor sinners are trembil Bg :
The trumpet sounds it in my soul § i
I hain’t got long to stay here. i

“I'm i-Rolllng“ is another of the typleal

steal away, .

melodies, running : 4

“I'm a-rolling, I'm a-roliing,

I'm a-rolling thro’ an unfriendly world.

I:m a-rolling, I'm a-rolling,

I'm a-rolling thro’ an unfriendly world.

,» brothers, won’t you help me ? .

Oh, sisters, won’t you belp me to pray?

Oh, preachers, won’t you help me to ﬂvght‘l

Won E oygu? 'help me in the service of the-
rd ?° :

The song that stirs up the religloun ac-
tivities of the race more than any other,

perhaps, 1s.“Rise and Shine.” It is sung

universally, It rans : t

““Q brethren, rise ,fand shine, and give God
the glory, glory,

Rise alnd shine and give God - the glory,
glory, .
Rise um;y shine and

ive God the glory, f
ghf-year of jnbﬁee. kil

“Don’t. you want to be a soldier, soldi {

" __soldier, goldier 7. F— | .
you want to be a soldler,
" . soldler ?

u want to be a
© year of jubllee

soldlery
l?oldler, soldier, for

make & soldier

.

w; |
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| *This Do in Rembranco-f Mé.?
ord Jesu, form that mind In us, . °
T'ge'f‘lfxfhei'lfwfd da %gg m.'

e ands re him wroug
This sacred xzy'stery.'. ot 2 g D .

Tie love to God, the love to man .

Thy sacred acts expresged ; 4
ineffable, - 4

within Thy breast,
falth, In death foretasting life o

",!"f{;»""

will for sins of men to bow f

ility and peace
In meek obedience found,

™,
4 i y blesged head In death ;.

e Interceding tenderness /
reathed on thy latest breath. ’

Let these be ours, then one with Thee))

‘We worshl{) God aright
%r,o ong the
etrayal night.

Of Thy

Jesu ! Thy presence we discerm

By Thine appointed gign, : vl

W‘% hear Thy consecrating word,

e see the bread, the wine,

With Thee one worship we preseng 7

Before our Father's face ; -

Ar(t)d thus the richest marvel know, -

f Thy redeeming grace. 3

O_Father, unto Thee ; o

J'—&:

Eternal glory be. en,
in Good Words, -

—John MacLeod

sale three days afterwards. But the

ucharlst . .

S




